St. Paul Lutheran Church
“Let’s Make a Difference Together”

158 Fish Hill Road
PO Box 196
Tannersville, Pennsylvania 18372
Telephone: (570) 629-1992
Fax: (570) 629-2038
Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org

Parish Administrator’s Email: parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org
Worship Services: Sunday at 9:00 A.M.
Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals
Christian Education: Sunday’s at 10:15 A.M.
Air Conditioned & Handicapped Accessible

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Grounded in faith and growing in
grace, we share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed
in our local community and throughout the world.
Are you visiting St. Paul? Are you interested in membership or just
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family?
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business
hours (Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through
the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran
Church.
SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service. This is a time
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of
worship. We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way.
Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place. We ask that you turn off all cell phones and
electronic devices. Thank you.

Our Church Staff
Pastor: Vacant – in Call Process
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones

2021 Council Members
Grant Allen
Bill Below
Terry Fouts
Chris Kinsley Sr.
Nicole Kresge
Carl Reindl
Deb Storman
Ingrid Unternahrer
Beth Werkheiser

We welcome Pastor Bill Thompson and thank him for
leading us in worship this morning!
We also welcome Kelly Scheer and thank her for her
sharing her musical talents!

Worship Service
Third Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 18, 2021
Words in bold print denote congregational response.

Prelude
Announcements
*Greeting
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism. We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us
from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to
us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that
revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on
your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. Send us
companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our
hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of
God, now and forever.
Amen.
*Confession
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
*Absolution
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the ☩ son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Hymn

*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
*Kyrie

*Hymn of Praise

*Prayer of the Day
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children.
Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
First Reading: Acts 3:12-19
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises
to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and
resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name.
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his
servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he
had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to
have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from
the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given
him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.
17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this
way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would
suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 4
1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free when I was in
distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how long will you love illusions
and seek after lies?”
3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; the LORD will hear me when I call.
4Tremble, then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
5Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD.
6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Let the light of your face shine
upon us, O LORD.
7You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine abound.
8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.
Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details
of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away
our sins.
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that
is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we
do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And
all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that
he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him
sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one
deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel: Luke 24:36b-48
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to
understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a
mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.
36bJesus

himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them,
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and
my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones
as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have
you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate
in their presence.
44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms
must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on
the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon – Pastor Bill Thompson – “The Real Jesus”
*Hymn of the Day

Lord I Lift Your Name On High
Lord I lift your name on high
Lord I love to sing your praises
I’m so glad you’re in my life
I’m so glad you came to save us
You came from heaven to earth
To show the way
From the earth to the cross
My debt to pay
From the cross to the grave
From the grave to the sky
Lord I lift your name on high

*The Creed

*Prayers of Intercession
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering.
Open our hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies
repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love and
delight. Heal your creation where it is in need of restoration. Provide all the inhabitants of
earth a peaceful and sustainable home. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for
guidance and strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your
lovingkindness to national, state, and local leaders of people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. Grant
to those who are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to health and
wholeness. Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of God.
Reveal yourself to us so that we in this community of faith will become more and more
like you in our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We thank
you for their lives among us. Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we may join
them in everlasting life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*The Great Thanksgiving

*Proper Preface
*Holy, Holy, Holy

The Words of Institution
Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.
Communion
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
*Table Blessing
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C: Amen.

*Post Communion Canticle

*Prayer After Communion
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the
hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the
hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*Blessing
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord
Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*Closing Hymn

*Choral Benediction

*Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
"The worship ends. . .the service begins."
Postlude
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Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have

concerns needing God’s help…
Ryan Ace, Sr.; Msgt. William F. Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark
Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Wynne Below; Nancy Besecker; Dillon Berenti;
Cptn. Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Vicki Burnett; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; Todd
Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; Dee DeAngelo; Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Louis Genset;
Lynn Gerber; Barbara Grosch; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison Kapun;
Richard Kernan; Robbie Kinsley; Eleanor Kreuger; Dawne Ladeas; Esther Laurito; David
Leith; James Meckes; Sue Neumann; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Shirley
Pensyl; Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gloria Russell; Jack Russell;
Claudette Segear; Lynn Seip; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Gerald Staples; Greg
Theadford; Jim Werkheiser; Kelly Wickline; Charles Zuccarelli; Fran Zuccarelli; for all who
are traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the families of those killed and
wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan; the members of the Armed Forces of the United States;
for the victims of the mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at home
suffering from the coronavirus pandemic.
Have your prayers been answered? Or do you still need God’s help? Please let us know. Thank
you to everyone who prays with us for those in need.

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food
Pantry! Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are
struggling to feed their families. The pantry is always in need of basic food
supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program going
strong. Items of particular need are: pasta sauce, canned green beans and
canned peas. Our Food Pantry remains open, although it is functioning as
a curb-side service. This limits the contact to others and protects our food
pantry staff and our building while still serving the needs of those in need.

Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church Tannersville as your charity before checking
out on Amazon. They will send us 1% of your purchase.

Grocery Tapes

If you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite or Weis markets we get a percentage of your purchase.
Just bring your receipts in and put them in the box on the table in the Narthex. In order for
us to receive credit, the receipts must include the date and store number. On a Weis
receipt it is below the Weis Club Savings and above the Weis Reward Points. It looks like
this: “1/06/2021 12:12 166 306 10 229” Your numbers will be different. If in
doubt, don’t tear off the bottom of the receipts.

The Adult Sunday School class Rummage Sale

Church members, their families, and friends may bring in their donations on Sunday, April
25 from 8:30 a.m. until noon and on April 26-29 from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m., by appointment
evenings after the 25th or April 30 & May1st. Sale dates: Friday, May 14 from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. and on Saturday, May 15 from 9 a.m. to noon.

Volunteers Needed

St Paul Lutheran Church needs people willing to open and close the church for groups
using our facilities. If you are willing to volunteer for a certain night of the week, 1 month
at a time or for a two-week period of time, please contact the office.

United Ministries Committee Meeting
There will be a United Ministries Committee meeting Tuesday, April 20th at 2:15pm in the
sewing room on the lower level.

Life Line Health Screenings

Have you ever thought about the following? I want to see my grandchildren grow up. I
want to continue living independently. I don’t want to be a burden on my family.
Preventive screenings can help and we have partnered with Life Line Screening to provide
these valuable screenings. The mission of Life Line Screening is to provide advance, yet
affordable and convenient health screenings that supplement your traditional healthcare.
They can help make you aware of a previously silent, unrecognized problem that can now
get treated at an early stage, or confirm that you are on the right path and should continue
your healthy habits. Don’t let heart disease and stroke get in your way of the life you love.
Call toll free 1-888-653-6441, or text the word, “circle” to 797979 to schedule your health
screening. A package of 5 vital screenings is offered for only $149. If you call today to
register, you will receive a $10 discount!
The Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program provides monthly payments to
adults and children with disabilities who have income and resources below specified
amounts. SSI payments can also be made to people 65 and older without disabilities who
meet the financial limits. Find more information at https://www.ssa.gov/benefits/ssi/
or call 1-800-772-1213.
Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A

