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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Grounded in faith and growing in 
grace, we share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed 
in our local community and throughout the world. 
 

Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family? 
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business 
hours (Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish 
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through 

the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. 
SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of 
worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices.  Thank you. 
 

 

Our Church Staff 
Pastor: Vacant – in Call Process 
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2021 Council Members 
 

Grant Allen 
Bill Below 

Terry Fouts 
Chris Kinsley Sr. 

Nicole Kresge 
Carl Reindl 

Deb Storman 
Ingrid Unternahrer 

Beth Werkheiser 

 

We welcome Pastor Bill Thompson and thank him for 
leading us in worship this morning!  

 

 



Worship Service 
Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, August 29, 2021 
 

 

 

Words in bold print denote congregational response. 
*Please Stand, if you are able. 

 
  
 
 
Prelude 
 
Announcements 
 

*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*Confession  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of 
mercy. 
Amen. 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our provider, 
help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your ways when 
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own 
understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings and 
your ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?  Share with us the words 
of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
 
*Absolution 
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished.  By 

Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  Through Jesus, ☩ the 
bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
 



*Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Kyrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all 
dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from 
within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
 

The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the 
covenant. Moses commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract 
from it. The Israelites are also to teach the law to their children and their children’s children. 
 

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, 
so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, 



is giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away 
anything from it, but keep the commandments of the LORD your God with which I am 
charging you. 
  6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to 
the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a 
wise and discerning people!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the 
LORD our God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and 
ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 
  9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your 
eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them 
known to your children and your children’s children. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 15 
 

1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from 
their heart; 
3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not cast 
discredit upon a neighbor. 
4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD.  
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the 
innocent.  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
 
Second Reading: James 1:17-27 
 

The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in godly 
behavior. Here Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, 
especially by caring for those least able to care for themselves. 
 

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In 
fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would 
become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 
 19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, 
slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid 
yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness 
the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 
  22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if 
any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a 
mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they 
were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, 
being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 



  26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 
hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the 
Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gospel:  Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 

Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people 
determine what is pure or impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot 
become a substitute for godly words or deeds that spring from a faithful heart. 
 

The holy gospel according to Mark, the 7th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

     1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 
gathered around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled 
hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat 
unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and 
they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many 
other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the 
Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the 
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied 
rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,  ‘This people honors me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me; 7in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as 
doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
  14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 
understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things 



that come out are what defile.” 
  21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, 
theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, 
folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon – Pastor Bill Thompson – “An Inside Job?” 
 
*Hymn of the Day                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of Intercession 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

A brief silence. 
We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your presence. Fill it with 
pastors, deacons, and leaders who echo your expansive and generous welcome. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the habitat and resources 
to thrive and flourish. Inspire us to protect threatened habitats and ensure a sustainable 
future for generations to come. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for individuals in positions of authority (national and local leaders may be 
named). Raise up wise and discerning leaders in federal, state, and local governments and 
guide them to seek the benefit of every person. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those who are unemployed, 
underemployed, or experiencing poverty. Bring food, shelter, clothes, and stability for 
daily life. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school year.  Empower 
teachers and school administrators. Guide students in their learning and development. 
Accompany parents, foster parents, and caregivers who provide encouragement and love. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor God with our heart. 
Inspire us by their example and renew our faith, trusting that we will be united with them 
in glory. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 



*Blessing  

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn                                              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Choral Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Dismissal 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 

Postlude 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017969. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. 

 



 

 
 

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have 
concerns needing God’s help… 

Sharen Ace; Msgt. William F. Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark 
Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Wynne Below; Nancy Besecker; Dillon Berenti; 
Cptn. Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Vicki Burnett; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; Todd 
Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; Dee DeAngelo; Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Paul Fancher; 
Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison Kapun; 
Richard Kernan; Robbie Kinsley; Eleanor Kreuger; Dawne Ladeas; Joeann Lance; Esther 
Laurito; David Leith; James Meckes; Sue Neumann; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle 
Peechatka; Shirley Pensyl; Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; Norm Rinker;  Anna Rivera; Jean 
Ross; Gloria Russell; Jack Russell; Claudette Segear; Lynn Seip;  Shirley Singer; Samuel 
Smith, Jr.; Gerald Staples; Kamia Taylor; Greg Theadford; Jim Werkheiser; Kelly Wickline; 
Charles Zuccarelli; Fran Zuccarelli;  for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with 
addictions; the families of those killed and wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan; the members 
of the Armed Forces of the United States; for the victims of the mass shootings, for all those 
around the world and here at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. 
Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us know.  Thank 
you to everyone who prays with us for those in need. 

 
 

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food 
Pantry!  Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are 
struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is always in need of basic food 
supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program going 
strong. Items of particular need are canned & boxed potatoes, cereal, 
canned fruit and vegetables.   Our Food Pantry remains open, although it 
is functioning as a curb-side service.  This limits the contact to others and 
protects our food pantry staff and our building while still serving the needs 
of those in need. 

 

 

Grocery Tapes 
If you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite or Weis markets we get a percentage of your purchase. 
Just bring your receipts in and put them in the box on the table in the Narthex. In order for 
us to receive credit, the receipts must include the date and store number.  On a Weis 
receipt it is below the Weis Club Savings and above the Weis Reward Points.  It looks like 
this: “1/06/2020  12:12    166  306    10    229”   Your numbers will be different.  If in 
doubt, don’t tear off the bottom of the receipts. 



 

Adult Sunday School 
Following worship, the Adult Sunday School will meet in Spies Hall.  Each lesson is a 
“stand alone” study and participants need not commit to weekly participation, but may 
join for the Bible study hour as able. Please join your fellow worshippers in gaining and 
sharing insight about living as a Christian, especially when it’s difficult.  

 
God’s Work. Our Hands 
Sunday, September 12th after worship service, we will be meeting in Spies Hall to perform 
a service project as part of the ELCA’s God’s Work. Our Hands program.  We will be 
stuffing dog beds that the sewing group have sewn together (no sewing skills required.) 
The completed beds will be donated to AWSOM, a refuge for lost and homeless dogs.  
Refreshing cold drinks and a snack will be provided by the United Ministries Committee. 
 

Forgiveness Challenge 
Zack Zander, author of the “The Letter Challenge” is launching “The Forgiveness 
Challenge” October 10, 2021.  St Paul has the opportunity to join this first wave.  We will 
be having small groups both in-person and by Zoom.  There will be both afternoon and 
evening sessions.  If you are interested in participating in the Forgiveness Challenge, 
please call the office at 570-629-1992 or email parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org, 
including your name, email address, date and time preference for in-person or Zoom 
group.  Early responses will enable planning and obtaining resources for the launch date. 
 
 

 

Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A 
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