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158 Fish Hill Road 
PO Box 196 

Tannersville, Pennsylvania 18372 
Telephone: (570) 629-1992 

Fax: (570) 629-2038 
Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org 

Parish Administrator’s Email: parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org 
 

Worship Services:  Sunday at 9:00 A.M. 
    Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals 

Christian Education: Sunday’s at 10:15 A.M. 
Air Conditioned & Handicapped Accessible   

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we share 
the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local community and 
throughout the world. 
 

Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??   
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business 
hours (Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish 
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through 

the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of 
worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and electronic 
devices.  Thank you. 
 

Pastor: Reverend Rashion “Woody” Santiago  
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2023 Council Members 
Grant Allen, Dawn Bartron, Bill Below, Chris Kinsley Sr., Nicole Kresge,  

Carl Reindl, Deb Storman, Beth Werkheiser, Leanna Wickline  
 

Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org  
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stpaultannersvillepa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa


Worship Service 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, October 15, 2023 
 

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In Jesus’ parable 
about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a 

table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. 
With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others 

hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God. 

  
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 
 
 
 

Chimes 
 

Announcements 
 

Prelude – Bell Choir- “Sheep May Safely Graze” – Bach arr. R. C. Jones  
 
Call to Worship 
As we are called into worship today, it is sobering to remember that when God appeared on 
earth in the person of Jesus, most of the world did not recognize him and therefore did not 
worship him. Today we ask for the faith that will open our eyes to see Jesus for who he is, 
that we might worship him in truth. People of God, behold and see your God! 
We open our eyes to see his glory. We open our ears to hear his wisdom. We open our 
hands to offer him gifts. We open our mouths to sing his praise. We open our hearts to 
offer him our love.  He is Lord! 
 

*Confession 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes 
our joy complete. 
Amen. 
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by 
the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of 
others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust 



demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away 
from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in 
the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

*Absolution 
Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is 

beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In ☩ Christ, you are 
already and always forgiven. 
Amen. 
 

*Opening Hymn                                                                                           ELW (Red Book) 632            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Greeting 
You whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, saying to 
you, “You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off”; do not fear, for I am with 
you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold 
you with my victorious right hand. 
 



*Kyrie 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Hymn of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day (Lector) 
Let us Pray. 
Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with 
abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and 
pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9 
After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a 
wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a 



monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges 
celebration of this victory of salvation. 
 

1 Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you. I will praise your name, for you have accomplished 
wonders, plans formed long ago, with perfect faithfulness.  2 For you have turned the city 
into a pile of rocks, a fortified city, into ruins; the fortress of barbarians is no longer a city; it 
will never be rebuilt.  3 Therefore, a strong people will honor you. The cities of violent 
nations will fear you. 4 For you have been a stronghold for the poor person, a stronghold for 
the needy in his distress, a refuge from storms and a shade from heat. When the breath of 
the violent is like a storm against a wall, 5 like heat in a dry land, you will subdue the uproar 
of barbarians. As the shade of a cloud cools the heat of the day, so he will silence the song 
of the violent.  
6 On this mountain, the Lord of Armies will prepare for all the peoples a feast of choice 
meat, a feast with aged wine, prime cuts of choice meat, fine vintage wine. 7 On this 
mountain he will swallow up the burial shroud, the shroud over all the peoples, the sheet 
covering all the nations. 8 When he has swallowed up death once and for all, The Lord God 
will wipe away the tears from every face and remove his people’s disgrace from the whole 
earth, for the Lord has spoken.  9 On that day it will be said, “Look, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, and he has saved us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him. Let’s rejoice 
and be glad in his salvation.” 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 23 
1 The Lord is my shepherd; I have what I need. 
2 He lets me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside quiet waters. 
3 He renews my life; he leads me along the right paths for his name’s sake. 
4 Even when I go through the darkest valley, I fear no danger, for you are with me; your 
rod and your staff — they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with 
oil; my cup overflows. 
6 Only goodness and faithful love will pursue me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord as long as I live.  
 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9 
Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to 
rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and 
binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not 
seem peaceful. 
1 So then, my dearly loved and longed for brothers and sisters, my joy and crown, in this 
manner stand firm in the Lord, dear friends. 



2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to agree in the Lord. 3 Yes, I also ask you, true partner, to 
help these women who have contended for the gospel at my side, along with Clement and 
the rest of my coworkers whose names are in the book of life. 4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I 
will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your graciousness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 
Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable — if there is any moral 
excellence and if there is anything praiseworthy — dwell on these things. 9 Do what you 
have learned and received and heard from me, and seen in me, and the God of peace will 
be with you. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand for the Gospel.  (Lector) 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:1-14 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables:  
2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent 
his servants to summon those invited to the banquet, but they didn’t want to come. 4 Again, 
he sent out other servants and said, ‘Tell those who are invited: See, I’ve prepared my 
dinner; my oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come 
to the wedding banquet.’   



5 “But they paid no attention and went away, one to his own farm, another to his business, 6 
while the rest seized his servants, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged, 
and he sent out his troops, killed those murderers, and burned down their city. 
8 “Then he told his servants, ‘The banquet is ready, but those who were invited were not 
worthy. 9 Go then to where the roads exit the city and invite everyone you find to the 
banquet.’ 10 So those servants went out on the roads and gathered everyone they found, 
both evil and good. The wedding banquet was filled with guests. 11 When the king came in 
to see the guests, he saw a man there who was not dressed for a wedding. 12 So he said to 
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless. 
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him up hand and foot, and throw him into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon   
 

*Hymn of the Day                                                                                      ELW (Red Book) #502 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
*The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of the People (Lector) 
Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
For the church of Jesus Christ in this and every land, that all followers of Christ share the 
mind of Christ and strive to live together in peace, staying firm in the Lord. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For green pastures and still waters and all the beauty of the natural world, that creation 
flourishes and humankind lives in right relationship with all you have made. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For the nations of the world and all who hold positions of authority, that they govern in 
accordance with God’s vision of justice, providing shelter and refuge to all in need, striving 
toward the goal of peace and prosperity for all. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For all experiencing valleys of illness and grief, that they be healed and comforted and find 
rest in the presence of the Good Shepherd who walks beside them.  God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For this community of believers, that wherever there is conflict or discord, the love of Christ 
may keep us united and make us mindful of all that is true, honorable, just, pure, pleasing, 
commendable, and excellent. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
In thanksgiving for the beloved saints who now rest in your mercy, that their faithful witness 
guides your church until the day we join them at your heavenly feast. God of grace, 



 

hear our prayer. 
At this time, you are welcome to share your joys and concerns, either out loud or silently.  
Pause. Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

Offering Prayer 
God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that 
all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Then the assembly is seated. 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*Proper Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Holy, Holy, Holy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Words of Institution 
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! People will come from east and west, 
from north and south, and sit at table in the kingdom of God.  When our risen Lord was at 
table with his disciples, he took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 
Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him.  This is the Lord’s table. Our savior 
invites those who trust him to share the feast that he has prepared. 
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 
In the same way after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this in remembrance of me.” 
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion  
Jesus invites us to this table. Come, eat and live. 
 

Communion  
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn During Communion                       Taste & See                           ELW (Red Book) #493  
Soloist sings verses, Congregation sings refrain 

 
*Table Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen.  
 
 



*Prayer After Communion  
Let us pray. 
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and 
delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your 
banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

*Blessing 

The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn                                                                        ELW (Red Book) #873  
Vs 1,2,3 & 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 



*Choral Benediction                        “Go Now and Pass It On” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Charge to the People 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  
 
 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS017969.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

CCLI Song # 4025818  Lavik, Jadon  2003, 2004 Lavikmusic; Thirsty Moon River Publishing 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11194913 

 
Darlene Zschech CCLI Song #1406918 © 1993 Wondrous Worship For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.   

All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #11194913 
 

CCLI Song # 4490948  Martin Smith | Matt Redman  © 2005 Curious? Music UK (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)  Thankyou Music (Admin. 
by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 11194913 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
http://www.ccli.com/


 
 

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have concerns 
needing God’s help… 

Sr. Msgt. William F. Allen; Specialist William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark Anthony; 
Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Dillon Berenti; Major Matthew Blessing; Captain Katy 
Blessings; David Brong; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; Jamie Fisher; LilliAnna Daniels; Renee 
Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Louis Genset; the family of Chris Haley Jr.; Charlie Hemple; 
Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Robbie Kinsley; Nikolaos Kotretsos; Eleanor Kreuger; Esther Laurito; 
David Leith; James Meckes; Steven Moore; Ada Morales; Nelson Morales; Donna Myers; Dr. 
Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gina Santiago; Rafael 
Santiago; Claudette Segear; Frank Schambra; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Greg 
Theadford; Jim Tomedi; the family of Brenda Van Why at her passing; Jacob Wilson; John 
Woodling; for the people of Ukraine; for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with 
addictions; the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; for the families and 
victims of the mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at home suffering 
from the coronavirus pandemic. 
Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us know.  
Thank you to everyone who prays with us for those in need. 
 

 

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food 
Pantry!  Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are 
struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is always in need of basic food 
supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program going 
strong.  Items of particular need are cereal, pasta (not spaghetti), canned 
white potatoes, carrots, kidney beans), canned fruit, tuna and baby food. 
 

Trunk or Treat 
We will be having a Trunk or Treat event again this year! It will be held on Saturday, October 
28th from 3:00 – 5:30pm. Sign-up to decorate your trunk and hand out candy or just to 
donate candy.  Sign-up sheet is on the round table in the narthex.  We had so much fun last 
year, we hope you will join us this year! 
 

Worship Leaders 
Pastor is asking all worship leaders to join her in a short prayer each Sunday you are 
scheduled.  To enable the ushers to participate, we will meet in the Narthex at 8:45am. 
 

Rene Vonk  Room 215 Whitestone Center, 370 Whitestone Court, Stroudsburg, PA 18360 



Reformation Sunday Joint Service   
Pastor Woody has been asked by the Lutheran Church she grew up in to preach the sermon 
in their Community Reformation Sunday Service on October 29th.  Pastor is inviting you to 
join her.  There will be refreshments afterward.  This service is being held at Christ Lutheran 
Church, at 1301 Luzerne Street, Reading and will begin at 4:00pm. 
 

Inside Out Church 
Inside Out Church is held at 6:30pm on Wednesday, in the parlor.  We join together with a 
meal and a deep dive into the scriptures.  This is an opportunity to grow your faith and 
increase your knowledge and understanding of God’s Word and the Bible. 
 

Annual Report  
It’s that time again! It is time for all Committee Chairpersons and Group leaders to submit 
their annual report.  Remember, this report includes information from November 1, 2022 
through October 31, 2023.  This must be completed before the Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation, that will be held on November  
 

Emergency Benevolence Fund 
This week and next, there will be a special offering for the emergency benevolence fund.   
 

Next Week’s Readings: 
Isaiah 45:1-7 An earthly ruler as the instrument of God’s will 
Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] Ascribe to the LORD honor and power.  
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Thanksgiving for the church at Thessalonica 
Matthew 22:15-22 A teaching on giving to the emperor and to God 

 

               If you are unable to serve at your scheduled time, please contact the office. 

 
Pastor will not be in the office/area October 18-19 and after church the 22nd-24. 
 

     Worship Assistant Schedule                 

  
Acolyte Ushers Lector 

Communion 
Assistants 

Counters Altar Guild 

10/15/2023 Dawn Weiss Linda Below Kris Kent 
Leanna 

Wickline Barbara Allen 
Beth 

Werkheiser 

    Deb Storman   Dawn Weiss 
Beth 

Werkheiser 
Leanna 

Wickline 

10/22/2023 Linda Below Beth Reindl Bev Otten  Donna Warner  
    Carl Reindl     Deb Storman   

10/29/2023 
Christian 

Kent Charlie Hempel Joan Rinker  Barbara Allen  
    Donna Warner     Deb Storman   


