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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we share
the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local community and
throughout the world.

Are you visiting St. Paul? Are you interested in membership or just looking

"' — to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??

— ,;,"'f == Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business hours
‘ ‘ (Mon —Thurs 9:00am — 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish Administrator,
o Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through the membership
process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran Church.

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note — the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service. This is a time for
individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of worship. We
encourage you to use it in a meaningful way.

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place. We ask that you turn off all cell phones and electronic
devices. Thank you.

Pastor: Reverend Rashion “Woody” Santiago
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones

2023 Council Members
Grant Allen, Dawn Bartron, Bill Below, Chris Kinsley Sr., Nicole Kresge,
Carl Reindl, Deb Storman, Beth Werkheiser, Leanna Wickline

Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6FI09zcaiDPY174k5A
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Worship Service
Transfiguration of our Lord
Sunday, February 19, 2023

Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a
close today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus
is revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory
sustains us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash
Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside
the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the
penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter.

+Late Seating
*Please stand, if able.
Words in bold print denote congregational response.

Chimes
Announcements
Prelude

*Call to Worship

God of light and truth, you are beyond our grasp or conceiving. Before the brightness of
your presence the angels veil their faces. With lowly reverence and adoring love we
acclaim your glory and sing your praise, for you have shown us your truth and love in Jesus
Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

*Confession

Gracious God,

Our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive what our
lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us a

consuming fire of judgement. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us

a future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your

likeness and image; through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen.

*Absolution
Through Jesus Christ forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. In Christ we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.



Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt.
Music: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876

*opening Hymn  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! ELW #413
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1 Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly, Lord God Al - might - y!
2 Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly! All  the saints a - dore thee,
3 Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly! Though the dark-ness hide thee,
4 Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho - ly! Lord God Al - might - y!
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Ear - ly in the morn - ing our song shall rise to thee.
cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a - round the glass - y sea;
though the eye of sin - ful -ness thy glo - ry may not see,
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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cher-u - bim and  ser - a- phim fall - ing down be - fore thee,
on -ly thou art ho - ly; there  is none be - side  thee,
Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly, mer - ci-ful and might - y!
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*Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.

*Kyrie :
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

*Hymn of Praise

Refrain

1 Lord God, hcav-cn - ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther,
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*Prayer of the Day (Lector)

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the
witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your
beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of
your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 24:12-18

At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days and forty nights. The
“glory of the LorD” settled on the mountain, and on the seventh day God called out to
Moses. On the mountain God gave Moses the stone tablets inscribed with the ten
commandments.

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay there so that | may give
you the stone tablets with the law and commandments | have written for their instruction.”
1350 Moses arose with his assistant Joshua and went up the mountain of God. * He told the
elders, “Wait here for us until we return to you. Aaron and Hur are here with you. Whoever
has a dispute should go to them.” > When Moses went up the mountain, the cloud covered
it. 1 The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days. On
the seventh day he called to Moses from the cloud. !’ The appearance of the Lord’s glory to
the Israelites was like a consuming fire on the mountaintop. 8 Moses entered the cloud as
he went up the mountain, and he remained on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 2

1 Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?

2 The kings of the earth take their stand, and the rulers conspire together

against the Lord and his Anointed One:

3 “Let’s tear off their chains and throw their ropes off of us.”

% The one enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord ridicules them.

> Then he speaks to them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath:

® “I have installed my king on Zion, my holy mountain.”

"1 will declare the Lord’s decree. He said to me, “You are my Son; today | have become your
Father.

8 Ask of me, and | will make the nations your inheritance and the ends of the earth your
possession.

You will break them with an iron scepter; you will shatter them like pottery.”

10 S0 now, kings, be wise; receive instruction, you judges of the earth.

11 Serve the Lord with reverential awe and rejoice with trembling.

12 pay homage to the Son or he will be angry and you will perish in your rebellion,



for his anger may ignite at any moment. All who take refuge in him are happy.

Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21
At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the beloved Son. By the
activity of the Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to be heard through the word of scripture.

18 For we did not follow cleverly contrived myths when we made known to you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; instead, we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. ’ For
he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the
Majestic Glory, saying “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well-pleased! ” 18 We
ourselves heard this voice when it came from heaven while we were with him on the holy
mountain. ¥* We also have the prophetic word strongly confirmed, and you will do well to
pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts. 2° Above all, you know this: No prophecy of Scripture
comes from the prophet’s own interpretation, *! because no prophecy ever came by the
will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand for the Gospel. (Lector)

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 17t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and his brother John and led them up on a high
mountain by themselves. 2He was transfigured in front of them, and his face shone like the
sun; his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Suddenly, Moses and Elijah appeared to



them, talking with him. # Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it’s good for us to be here. If you
want, | will set up three shelters here: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
>While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the
cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well-pleased. Listen to him!” ®When
the disciples heard this, they fell facedown and were terrified.
7 Jesus came up, touched them, and said,“Get up; don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up
they saw no one except Jesus alone.
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Don’t tell anyone
about the vision until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.”

The word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.

Faith Awards

Today we honor the young people who have completed the Faith studies program. There
are three levels of classes, based on the age of the participants. The God and Family
participants are Michael McMann and Ryan Custard. The God and Church participants are
Tristan Monroe, Brody Custard and Eli Kresge (who will be presented with his award next
Sunday). The God and Life participant is John Pomeroy.

*The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Prayers of the People (Lector)
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.
Embolden your church as it witnesses to the majesty and mercy of your Son. Equip lay
preachers, deacons, and pastors. Move us to share our stories of your faithfulness and
forgiveness; may our lives proclaim your greatness. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



Dwell with your whole creation, from the tallest mountain peak to the deepest valley. Bless
the work of conservation organizations and protect vital habitats. Support the work of
disaster relief agencies around the world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Guide and give wisdom to all in authority: our mayor and local leaders, our governor and
state legislators, our president and national legislators. Bring freedom and justice to all
nations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Give shelter to those lacking safe homes. Spur communities to work for fair housing for all.
Protect our neighbors whose dwellings do not keep out dangerous cold or heat; accompany
with your touch those who are homebound, sick, or isolated. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Make us eager to receive your Word in scripture. Help us recognize Jesus’ voice in the
needs of our neighbors; make us confident to follow the way of the cross. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive our thanksgiving for the holy ones who have guided us in faithfulness and gathered
even the unlikely as your people. With our forebears in faith and all who have hoped in
you, teach us to wait with courage until the promised day dawns. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

At this time, you are welcome to voice your joys and concerns, either out loud or silently.
Pause. We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power
revealed in Christ crucified.

Amen.

*Offering Prayer

Liberating God,

you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. Receive these offerings in
thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice
and freedom. You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen.

Passing of the Peace
Chancel Choir “Now is the Time”

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



*Words of Institution

Why do we give thanks and praise before this table?

We give thanks for God’s work of creation, liberation and salvation.

It is indeed right, our duty and our delight, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to you, O holy Lord, eternal God. You created the heavens and the earth and all
that is in them; you made us in your own image; and in countless ways you show us your
mercy. Therefore, with choirs of angels and the whole company of heaven, we worship
and adore your glorious name, joining our voices in their unending praise:

*Holy, Holy, Holy
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All glory and blessings are yours, O holy God, for in your mercy you gave your only Son,
Jesus Christ. He took our human nature and suffered death on the cross for our
redemption. There he made a perfect sacrifice for the sins for the whole world. We praise
you that before he suffered and died, our Savior gave us this holy sacrament and
commanded us to continue it until he comes again.

Why do we eat bread at this table?

On the night before he died, Jesus took bread. After giving thanks, he broke it gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”

Why do we drink from the cup at this table?

The same night Jesus took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant sealed in blood,
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.”

What do we remember at this table?



We remember God’s gracious love for us, Christ’s death and resurrection for us, and the
Spirit’s tender care for us. Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Dying, you destroyed our death; rising, you restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Merciful God, pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine that in eating and
drinking we may be made one with Christ and one another.

Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come and taste the joy of God!

Communion

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

*Table Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

*Prayer After Communion

Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table.
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you.
Amen.

*Blessing

The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod = bless,
strengthen, and uphold you, today and always.

Amen.
*Closing Hymn Shine Jesus Shine ELW #671
Chorus Shine Jesus shine

Fill this land
With the Father's glory
Blaze Spirit blaze
Set our hearts on fire
Flow river flow



Verse 1

Verse 2

Verse 3

Flood the nations
With grace and mercy
Send forth Your word Lord
And let there be light

Lord the light of Your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness shining
Jesus Light of the world shine upon us
Set us free by the truth You now bring us
Shine on me shine on me

Lord | come to Your awesome presence
From the shadows into Your radiance
By the blood | may enter Your brightness
Search me try me consume all my darkness
Shine on me shine on me

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness
So our faces display Your likeness
Ever changing from glory to glory
Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story
Shine on me shine on me

CCLI Song # 30426 Graham Kendrick © 1987 Make Way Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights
reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11194913

*Choral Benediction

“Go Now and Pass It On”
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*Dismissal
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

"The worship ends. . .the service begins."

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SAS017969.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have concerns
needing God’s help...

Sr. Msgt. William F. Allen; Specialist William “Blake” Allen; Sr. Master Sargent William F.
Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Diane Berner; Dillon
Berenti; Major Matthew Blessing; Captain Katy Blessings; David Brong; Linda Bushkofsky
and family at the passing of Dennis; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; Jamie Fisher; Todd &
Anna Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Louis Genset; Lynn
Gerber; Tim Grover; the family of Chris Haley Jr.; the family of Matt Herzberg; Charlie
Hemple; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; lan Juica; Robbie Kinsley; Nikolaos Kotretsos; Eleanor
Kreuger; Esther Laurito; David Leith; James Meckes; Steven Moore; Ada Morales; Nelson
Morales; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gina Santiago;
Claudette Segear; Vaughn Sensinger; Phyllis Sensinger; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.;
Greg Theadford; Jim Tomedi; Brenda Van Why; Steve Widgett; Alice Weaver; Harry
Weaver; Jacob Wilson; John Woodling; Carolyn Zacharias; for Zack Storman’s friends who
were in a severe car accident; Jen, Steve, Mara, Tyler, and Joe; for the people of Ukraine;
for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the members of the
Armed Forces of the United States; for the families and victims of the mass shootings, for
all those around the world and here at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic.
Have your prayers been answered? Or do you still need God’s help? Please let us know.
Thank you to everyone who prays with us for those in need.



- Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food Pantry!
[ T Nt \ Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are struggling to
.. ' feed their families. The pantry is always in need of basic food supplies, and
we need your continued support to keep this program going strong.
During the Souper Bowl of Caring we collected 463 items. Thank you
for all your generosity.

Grocery Tapes

If you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite or Weis markets we get a percentage of your purchase.
Just bring your receipts in and put them in the box on the table in the Narthex. In order for
us to receive credit, the receipts must include the date and store number. Please don’t
tear off the bottom of the receipts.

Inside Out Church

Inside Out Church is held at 6:30pm on Wednesday, in Spies Hall. We join together with a
meal and a deep dive into the scriptures. This is an opportunity to grow your faith and
increase your knowledge and understanding of God’s Word and the Bible.

Synod Assembly June 1-3, 2023

The Bishop requires two voting members from each congregation as well as the Pastor
attend the Synod Assembly. It is local, so there is no need for overnight stays. This is the
first in-person assembly since COVID struck in 2020. Small group information sessions and
the wonderful worship opportunities make it worth attending!

February Worship Assistant Schedule

Acolyte Ushers Lector Com.mumon Counters Altar Guild
Assistants
2/19/2023 Eli Linda Below Kris Kent Dawn Weiss Deb Storman Beth Reindl
Kresge | Deb Storman Dawn Bartron | Barbara Allen Leanna Wickline
2/26/2023 | Dawn | Charlie Hempel Joan Rinker Beth Werkheiser
Weiss | Donna Warner Barbara Allen

If you are unable to serve at your scheduled time, please contact the office.

Next Week’s Readings:
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm 32

Romans 5:12-19

Matthew 4:1-11



