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Welcome To St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local 
community and throughout the world. 

 
Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??   
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business 
hours (Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish 
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through 

the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. 
 
SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of 
worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 
Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

Our Church Staff 
Pastor: vacant – in the call process 
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

We welcome and thank the Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess this morning as 
he leads us in worship. 

 

2020 Council Members 
 

Grant Allen 
Bill Below 

Terry Fouts 
Chris Kinsley Sr. 

Carl Reindl 
Deb Storman 

Ingrid Unternahrer 
Beth Werkheiser 

 



Worship Service 
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, August 30, 2020 
 

 

 

 

+Late Seating       
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 
 
 
 

Prelude  
 
Announcements 
 
*Prayer of Preparation 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 
faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our 
lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  We fail to believe that 
you provide enough for all.  We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.  We 
fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.  We sin in 
thought, word, and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. 
Amen. 
 
*Absolution 
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through 

☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  
Let us live now in hope.  For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 



*Opening Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 



*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie  

 



*Hymn of Praise 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Prayer of the Day 
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. 
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your 
commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21 
 

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him 
and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be 
allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am 
with you.” 
 

 15O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my 
persecutors.  In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult.  
16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of 
my heart; for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.  17I did not sit in the company of 
merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me 
with indignation.  18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed?  Truly, 
you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail.   
 19Therefore thus says the LORD:  If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand 
before me.  If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth.  
It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them.  20And I will make you to this 
people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, 
for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD.  21I will deliver you out of the hand 
of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 26:1-8 
 

1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived -with integrity; I have trusted in the LORD and 
have not faltered. 
2Test me, O LORD, and try me; examine my heart and my mind. 
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. 
4I have not sat with the worthless, nor do I consort with the deceitful. 
5I have hated the company of evildoers; I will not sit down with the wicked. 
6I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, that I may go in procession round your altar, 
7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
8LORD, I love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory abides.  
 
Second Reading:  Romans 12:9-21 
 

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the 
unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek 
to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we 
seek to live at peace with all people. 



9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of 
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for 
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of 
God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are 
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will 
heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gospel:  Matthew 16:21-28 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the 
ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus 
has called a “rock.” 
 

21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he 
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 



  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will 
not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon - The Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess 
 

*Hymn of the Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell.*  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Pastoral Prayer 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your church on divine 
things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and thereby discover joy 
in life through him. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us eyes to see 
the world as you do. As the seasons change, pattern the rhythm of our lives in harmony with all 
creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one another, even 
those we name as enemies. Fill all leaders with mercy and understanding, that they advocate and 
genuinely care for those who are poor and most vulnerable in their communities. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of your presence 
and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of those who are despairing, and 
heal the sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere in prayer. 
Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring reconciliation. Help us 
overcome evil with good. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of all grace, you give us everlasting life. In love we recall your holy ones who now live in your 
undying light (especially). In our remembering, give us a foretaste of the feast to come. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 



as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
*Blessing  
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus. God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless 
you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Choral Benediction 

 

 
 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 

*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
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of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have 

concerns needing God’s help… 
 

Ryan Ace, Sr.; Msgt. William F. Allen; Grant Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom 
Altemose; Marian Anllo; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Wynne Below; 
Nancy Besecker; Dillon Berenti; Cptn. Matthew Blessing; Vicki Burnett; Jack Callahan; Judi 
Carman; Elaine Cornelus; LilliAnna Daniels; Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Ray 
Fautz, Jr; Ray Fautz Morales; Terry Fouts; Chris Gehm; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; Pete 
Gerard; Jean Gerstlauer; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison Kapun; Richard 
Kernan; Robbie Kinsley; Robert Kinsley; Eleanor Kreuger; Esther Laurito; David Leith; 
James Meckes; Ruth Mitchell; Demetrius Morales-Ross; Ada & Nelson Morales; Anita 
Morales; Marisol Morales; Mattie Morales & family; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Shirley Pensyl; Faye 
Reiner; Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gloria Russell; Jack Russell; 
Claudette Segear; Lynn Seip; Vaughn Sensinger; Samuel Smith, Jr.; David & Lisa Stirling; 
Greg Theadford; Jeffery Wert, Jr.; Charles Zuccarelli; Fran Zuccarelli; for all who are 
traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the families of those killed and 
wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan; the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; 
for the victims of the mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at home 
suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us know.  Please 
leave requests and/or updates in the basket labeled “Prayer Requests” located in the church 
office.  THIS LIST IS RENEWED FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH.  PLEASE RENEW YOUR 
REQUEST MONTHLY IF YOU OR YOUR LOVED ONE IS STILL IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS.  Thank you 
to everyone who prays with us for those in need. 
 

September Worship Schedule 
    

   September 6, 2020 9:00 am Worship with Communion 
        Led by Rev. William Thompson 
              10:15 am Sunday School 
  September 13, 2020  9:00 am Worship Service  
        Led by Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess 
              10:15 am Sunday School 
  September 20, 2020 9:00 am Worship with Communion  
        Led by Rev. William Thompson 
                     10:15 am Sunday School 
  September 27, 2020 9:00 am Worship Service  
        Led by Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess 
              10:15 am Sunday School 



 
Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Food Pantry!  Your commitment to help 
is a true blessing to those who are struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is always in need 
of basic food supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program going strong.  
To keep the shelves stocked, we need canned soups, boxed cereal, instant potatoes, canned 
pasta (i.e. Chef Boyardee, Campbell’s, or your store’s brand), plain rice, canned meats (tuna, 
chicken, beef), and canned fruit.  All donations are very much appreciated and welcome.  The 
next time you are food shopping, why not pick up a few extra items to help those in need.   Thank 
you again for your generous support! 
Food Pantry Update:  The food pantry served 4 families, 4 adults and 8 children this week.  

 
  Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church Tannersville as your charity before checking out on 
Amazon. They will send us 1% of your purchase.  
 
**** Don’t forget that if you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite or Weis markets we get a percentage of 
your purchase. Just bring your receipts in when we can worship together again, and place them in 
the box in the narthex. 
 

Adult Sunday School 
Following worship, the Adult Sunday School will meet in Spies Hall to maintain social 
distancing. Today the class will continue Session 2 of the present study. This section of the 
three-part series is entitled “Food for the Journey”.  Last week we discussed the hungry, 
complaining Israelites as they traveled from Egypt toward Mt. Sinai and their lack of trust 
that God would care for them in the present and into the future.  Today we will read about 
another weary traveler, Elijah, and explore his similar path of discouragement and his 
experience with God providing for him. The class members will continue to share 
experiences with God and trust in their lives.  Fellow parishioners who are interested in 
sharing their opinions or just listening to the thoughts of others are welcome to attend. 
 
Rummage Sale donations are being accepted by members and their families by 
appointment through the church office.   
 
Do you like to Craft?  A new group is forming! Contact the church office for more 
information. 


