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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Grounded in faith and growing in 
grace, we share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed 
in our local community and throughout the world. 
 

Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family? 
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business 
hours (Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish 
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through 

the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. 
SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of 
worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices.  Thank you. 
 

 

Our Church Staff 
Pastor: Vacant – in Call Process 
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2021 Council Members 
 

Grant Allen 
Bill Below 

Terry Fouts 
Chris Kinsley Sr. 

Nicole Kresge 
Carl Reindl 

Deb Storman 
Ingrid Unternahrer 

Beth Werkheiser 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship Service 
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, October 10, 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

Words in bold print denote congregational response. 
*Please Stand, if you are able. 

 
 
 
 
Prelude  Bell Choir 
 
 
Announcements 
 

*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*Confession  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and 
whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.  We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.  We 
turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.  We exploit the earth with our 
apathy and greed.  Free us from our sin, gracious God.  Listen when we call out to 
you for help.  Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 
 
*Absolution 

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God 
makes you righteous.  Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 
Amen. 
 
 



 
*Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Kyrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Hymn of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
*Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray.  
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking what lies 
behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of your 
commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 
Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of great 
prosperity in the northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy upper class. 
He warns his listeners that fulfilling God’s demand for justice brings blessing, while 
corruption and oppression incur God’s wrath. 
 

 6Seek the LORD and live, or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, and it 
will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.  7Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, and 
bring righteousness to the ground! 
10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one who speaks the 
truth.  11Therefore because you trample on the poor and take from them levies of grain, 
you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not live in them; you have planted 
pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine.  12For I know how many are your 
transgressions, and how great are your sins— you who afflict the righteous, who take a 
bribe, and push aside the needy in the gate.  13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in 
such a time; for it is an evil time.  14Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the 
LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, just as you have said.  15Hate evil and love good, 
and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, will be gracious 
to the remnant of Joseph.   
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 90:12-17 
12So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
13Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry?  Be gracious to your servants.  
14Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning; so shall we rejoice and be glad all our 
days. 
15Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us and as many years as we suffered 
adversity. 
16Show your servants your works, and your splendor to their children. 
17May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; prosper the work of our 
hands; prosper our handiwork. 
  



 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 4:12-16 
We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are completely 
accountable. Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and temptations, because 
he also experienced them. Therefore we can approach the throne of grace to receive divine 
mercy from Christ. 
 
12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. 13And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid 
bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 
  14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, 
the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has 
been tested as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace 
with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Gospel:  Mark 10:17-31 
 
The gospel according to Mark, the 10th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord 
 
Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a 
conversation with a rich man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is 
surprising but unforgettable. 
 
17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked 
him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do 
you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You 
shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear 
false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him, 
“Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, 
“You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and 
went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 
  23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who 
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples were perplexed at these 
words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 
25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then 
who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not 
for God; for God all things are possible.” 
  28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 29Jesus 
said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother 
or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 30who will 
not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and 
children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many 
who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon – Bill Below 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn of the Day                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 



*Prayers of Intercession 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Uniting God, you call forth different gifts in those who follow you. Encourage us to 
welcome the diverse benefits and blessings of the whole church in teaching, preaching, 
prophecy, healing, and more. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Nurturing God, you bring forth crops from the soil and bounty from the trees. Increase the 
produce of the land and bless all who toil in fields and orchards. Provide for good working 
conditions and keep them safe. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Empowering God, you offer compassion for those who are overlooked or forgotten. Open 
the hearts of local, national, and world leaders to show such compassion and love for their 
neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled among us without a place to lay your head. Provide 
safe places to sleep and rest for those who have no place to live. Sustain ministries that 
offer food, clothing, and peace of mind (local ministries may be named). Lord, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Renewing God, you bring life out of death. Help us part with those things that are no 
longer beneficial to us and open our hearts to see where new life is budding in this 
congregation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Eternal God, we thank you for the lives of those who have died (especially). Make us 
confident in your promise of salvation and support us in our own journey of faith. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer  
Let us pray in the words Jesus Christ has taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 



*Blessing  

People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.  The holy 

Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



      *Choral Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Dismissal 

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 

Postlude 
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Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have 
concerns needing God’s help… 

Sharen Ace; Msgt. William F. Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark 
Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Wynne Below; Nancy Besecker; Diane Berner; 
Dillon Berenti; Cptn. Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Vicki Burnett; Judi Carman; Elaine 
Cornelus; Jacob Cubetta; Todd Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; Dee DeAngelo; Renee Depuy; Doris 
Drury; John Drury; Paul Fancher; Jamie Fisher & Family, on loss of son; Neil Fritz; Louis 
Genset; Lynn Gerber; Barry Hartshorn; Charlie Hemple; T. J. Imhof; Tiffany Johnson; Carol 
Jones; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison Kapun; Richard Kernan; Robbie Kinsley; Nikolaos 
Kotretsos; Eleanor Kreuger; Dawne Ladeas; Joeann Lance; Esther Laurito; David Leith; 
James Meckes; Margaret & Tom Miller; Sue Neumann; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle 
Peechatka; Shirley Pensyl; Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; Norm Rinker;  Anna Rivera; Jean 
Ross; Gloria Russell; Jack Russell; Claudette Segear; Lynn Seip;  Vaughn and Phyllis 
Sensinger; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Kamia Taylor; Greg Theadford; Dan Wickline; 
Kelly Wickline; John Woodling;  Charles Zuccarelli; Fran Zuccarelli;  for all who are traveling; 
for all of those struggling with addictions; the families of those killed and wounded in Iraq 
and Afghanistan; the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; for the victims of 
the mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at home suffering from the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us know.  Thank 
you to everyone who prays with us for those in need. 
 
 

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food 
Pantry!  Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are 
struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is always in need of basic food 
supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program going 
strong. Items of particular need are canned potatoes, fruit, vegetables 
and soups.   Our Food Pantry remains open, although it is functioning as a 
curb-side service.  This limits the contact to others and protects our food 
pantry staff and our building while still serving the needs of those in need. 
 

 

Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church Tannersville as 
your charity before checking out on Amazon. They will send 
us 1% of your purchase. 
 

 
 



Grocery Tapes 
If you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite or Weis markets we get a percentage of your purchase. 
Just bring your receipts in and put them in the box on the table in the Narthex. In order for 
us to receive credit, the receipts must include the date and store number.  On a Weis 
receipt it is below the Weis Club Savings and above the Weis Reward Points.  It looks like 
this: “1/06/2020  12:12    166  306    10    229”   Your numbers will be different.  If in 
doubt, don’t tear off the bottom of the receipts. 
 

Adult Sunday School 
Today the Adult Sunday School class will continue the second unit in the study “One 
Nation Under God – Healing the Racial Divides in Our Country.” The title is “Who is the 
Real Enemy?” and it analyzes “how effective Satan has been at dividing black and white 
America” and looks at the “various weapons God provides to equip us to battle Satan.” 
This will be an opportunity to learn from God’s Word the way to tear down the racial walls 
dividing our country as fellow Christians. Please join your fellow worshippers in gaining 
and sharing insight about living as a Christian, especially when it’s difficult.  
 
End of Year Reports  
Attention all Committee Chairpersons and group leaders.  It is time to complete your End 
of Year reports covering 11/1/2020 through 10/31/2021 for inclusion in the Annual 
Report – 2021.  Please submit your report as soon as possible.   
 

Rummage Sale 
The Fall Rummage Sale will be held Friday, October 29th & Saturday, October 30th from 
9:00am until 2:00pm both days.  We will begin accepting donations on Sunday October 
17th through Sunday October 24th.  We will only be accepting donations after 
church/Sunday School (until noon) or between 3:30pm – 6:00pm or by special 
appointment that week.  Set up begins October 25th and no donations will be accepted 
after that time.  Thank you for supporting this project! 

 
Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa 
YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A 
 

The Forgiveness Challenge 
The Forgiveness Challenge by Zack Zehnder will be released on October 10th.  The start 
date has been delayed to allow the Adult Sunday School class to complete their series 
titled “One Nation Under God- Healing the Racial Divide in Our Country”.   In the 
Forgiveness Challenge, we will explore why we may struggle with accepting God’s 
forgiveness, knowing we fall short of how He wants us to live, and how we can change that 
reality.  Through his forgiveness, hope remains.  God’s forgiveness is more than what we 
perceive it to be and can make a difference in our life. 
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