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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 

 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we 

share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local community 

and throughout the world. 

 
Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 

looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??   

Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business hours 

(Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish Administrator, 

Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through the membership 

process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 

for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of worship.  

We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 

 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and electronic 

devices.  Thank you. 

 

 

Our Church Staff 
Pastor: Vacant – in Call Process 

Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 

Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2020 Council Members 
 

Grant Allen 

Bill Below 

Terry Fouts 

Chris Kinsley Sr. 

Carl Reindl 

Deb Storman 

Ingrid Unternahrer 

Beth Werkheiser 

 

 

We welcome the Rev. William Thompson this morning. Pastor Bill Thompson is a 
retired United Methodist pastor residing with his wife, Leta, in Bear Creek Lakes outside of 
Jim Thorpe.  He serves as Adjunct Pastor at St. John’s in the Heights Evangelical Lutheran 

Church and as Chaplain and Safety Officer for the Penn Forest Volunteer Fire co. #1.  

Thank you for leading us in worship this morning! 



 

Worship Service 
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 
 
 
+Late Seating       
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 

 
 
Prelude 
 
Chimes (Call to Worship) 
 
Announcements 
 
*Confession   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 
creation. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.  We pass judgment on one 
another before examining ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of our 
neighbors.  We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make us humble, cast away 
our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
*Absolution 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in 

the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do 
God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
 



 
* Opening Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 



 
*Kyrie 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Hymn of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Prayer of the Day  

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your 
Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do 
them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 
The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In 
this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, the vineyard that is 
Israel has brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and 
righteousness were expected. 
 

1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill.  2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with 
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he 
expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.  3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.  4What more was there to do for 
my vineyard that I have not done in it?  When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield 
wild grapes?   
5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.  I will remove its hedge, and it shall 
be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.  6I will make it a 
waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I 
will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.   
7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his 
pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm:   Psalm 80:7-15 
7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
8You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it. 
9You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land. 
10The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees by its 
boughs.  
11You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river. 
12Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 
13The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 
14Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 
15behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.  
 

Second Reading:   Philippians 3:4b-14 
Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to 
the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s 
resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 
 

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 
  7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More 
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 



rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of 
my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if 
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on 
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  
*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Gospel:  Matthew 21:33-46 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. 
Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had 
come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his 
slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more 
than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized 
him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard 
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches 
to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
produce at the harvest time.” 
  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  
 ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s 
doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 



43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
  45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because 
they regarded him as a prophet. 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon – “A Sad Love Song?”  Rev. William Thompson 
 

*Hymn of the Day  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell.*  On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Pastoral Prayer 
 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 
A brief silence. 

Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh the church 
with your life, that we may bear fruit through work and service. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those whose hands 
bring the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. May we be inspired by your 
servants who cared deeply for your creation (especially Francis of Assisi, whom we 
commemorate today). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. Grant that 
world leaders seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and welfare of all people. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal our 
pain and suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for wholeness of mind, body, 
and soul. We call to mind those who are struggling today. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment. Give hope 
and a future to those who lack meaningful work, those who have been marginalized or 
abused in the workplace, and those who desire new opportunities. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard. May our chorus 
join theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 



And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*Proper Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*The Words of Institution 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

*Invitation to Communion 
Friends of Jesus, come to the table.  Receive nourishment for your journey. 
 

Communion 
The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 



Lamb of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Table Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

*Post Communion Canticle  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Prayer After Communion 
 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power 
of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*Blessing 

Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life. 
Amen. 



 
*Closing Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Choral Benediction            “Go Now and Pass It On” 
 

 
 
 

*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 
 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS017969. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 



 
 

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have 
concerns needing God’s help… 

Ryan Ace, Sr.; Msgt. William F. Allen; Grant Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom 
Altemose; Marian Anllo; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Wynne Below; 
Nancy Besecker; Dillon Berenti; Cptn. Matthew Blessing; Vicki Burnett; Jack Callahan; Judi 
Carman; Elaine Cornelus; LilliAnna Daniels; Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Ray 
Fautz, Jr; Ray Fautz Morales; Terry Fouts; Chris Gehm; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; Pete 
Gerard; Jean Gerstlauer; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison Kapun; Richard 
Kernan; Robbie Kinsley; Robert Kinsley; Eleanor Kreuger; Esther Laurito; David Leith; 
James Meckes; Ruth Mitchell; Demetrius Morales-Ross; Ada & Nelson Morales; Anita 
Morales; Marisol Morales; Mattie Morales & family; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Shirley Pensyl; Faye 
Reiner; Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gloria Russell; Jack Russell; 
Claudette Segear; Lynn Seip; Vaughn Sensinger; Samuel Smith, Jr.; David & Lisa Stirling; 
Greg Theadford; Jeffery Wert, Jr.; Kelly Wickline; Charles Zuccarelli; Fran Zuccarelli; for all 
who are traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the families of those killed and 
wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan; the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; 
for the victims of the mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at home 
suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us know.  
Please leave requests and/or updates in the basket labeled “Prayer Requests” located in 
the church office.  THIS LIST IS RENEWED FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH.  
PLEASE RENEW YOUR REQUEST MONTHLY IF YOU OR YOUR LOVED ONE IS STILL IN NEED 
OF OUR PRAYERS.  Thank you to everyone who prays with us for those in need. 
 

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food 
Pantry!  Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are 
struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is always in need of basic 
food supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program 
going strong. Items of particular need are: cereal, canned vegetables 
like peas, carrots, corn, canned fruit, canned potatoes, instant 
potatoes, peanut butter and canned meats like tuna, chicken, beef 
and other protein sources. 

 Our Food Pantry remains open, although it is functioning as a curb-side service.  This 
limits the contact to others and protects our food pantry staff and our building while 
still serving the needs of those in need.   
 
 



Adult Sunday School 
Following worship, the Adult Sunday School will meet in Spies Hall to maintain social 
distancing. Today the class will complete the first section of “all anew READY OR NOT” and 
begin Session Two which is entitled “Stand with the Least of These.” The study now moves 
on to discuss what Scripture says about the responsibility of Christians in working toward 
improving the problems of poverty and injustice. “In this section of the study, Scripture 
holds up a mirror, helping us think about things a little differently and empowering us to 
question what we see in ourselves, our congregations and our world.” Fellow parishioners 
who are interested in sharing their opinions or just listening to the thoughts of others are 
welcome to attend. 
 

Bell Choir Rehearsals have begun! 
Bell Choir rehearsals are 6:30-7:30pm in the Bell Choir room.  Chancel Choir be suspended 
as we enter fall and winter. 
 

Do you like to Craft?   
A new group has formed! We are meeting every Wednesday in October at 6:30pm in Spies 
Hall.  We will be working on Chrismons to decorate the sanctuary tree.  Do you like to craft 
but still want to stay home?  We have crochet, needlework, paper crafts and beading crafts 
that can be worked on in the comfort of your own home.   Contact the church office for 
more information on how you can participate from home. 

 
Rummage Sale 
Our Rummage Sale will be held on Friday, October 2nd from 9:00 am until 4:00 pm and 
Saturday, October 3rd from 9:00 am until noon.  In addition to all the great bargains 
available, there will be a ham & green bean sale, $5.00 per quart. 

 
Confirmation Class 
Confirmation class meets after worship service, gathering in the parlor.   

 
Gentle Yoga 
Gentle yoga classes are appropriate for all including those who want a softer, nurturing, 
slow-paced, well-supported and relaxing practice.  The approach includes carefully 
orchestrated movements, controlled pressure, and well-measured stretches, including 
range of motion exercises.  The class will include breathing techniques and meditation.  
Please wear loose clothing and bring a mat and water bottle to the class.  Members of the 
congregation can try their first class for $5.00.  After that, class cards can be purchased for 
$55.00 and are good for 6 consecutive Mondays.  Additional classes will be offered on 3 
Thursdays a month for $8.00 per class.  For further information , contact: Lois Silver Zini 
at 718-986-9502 or email at Loissilver1@mac.com 
 
 



 
 
 

October Worship Schedule 
 

October 4, 2020   9:00 am Worship with Communion 
      Led by Rev. William Thompson 
    10:15 am Sunday School 
 

October 11, 2020  9:00 am  Worship Service 
      Led by Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess 
    10:15 am Sunday School 
 

October 18, 2020   9:00 am Worship Service  
    10:15 am Sunday School 
 

October 25, 2020  Reformation Sunday 
      9:00 am Worship with Communion  
      Led by Rev. William Thompson 
    10:15 am Sunday School 


