St. Paul Lutheran Church
“Let’s Make a Difference Together”

58 Fish Hill Road
PO Box 196
Tannersville, Pennsylvania 18372
Telephone: (570) 629-1992
Fax: (570) 629-2038
Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org

Parish Administrator’s Email: parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org
Worship Services: Sunday at 9:00 A.M.
Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals
Christian Education: Sunday’s at 10:15 A.M.
Air Conditioned & Handicapped Accessible

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Grounded in faith and growing in
grace, we share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed
in our local community and throughout the world.
Are you visiting St. Paul? Are you interested in membership or just
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family?
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business
hours (Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through
the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran
Church.

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service. This is a time
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of
worship. We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way.
Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place. We ask that you turn off all cell phones and
electronic devices. Thank you.

Our Church Staff

Pastor: Vacant – in Call Process
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones

2021 Council Members
Grant Allen
Bill Below
Terry Fouts
Chris Kinsley Sr.
Nicole Kresge
Carl Reindl
Deb Storman
Ingrid Unternahrer
Beth Werkheiser

We welcome Pastor Bill Thompson and thank him for
leading us in worship this morning!

Worship Service
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday, August 15, 2021
Words in bold print denote congregational response.
*Please Stand, if you are able.

Prelude
Announcements
*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
*Confession
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of
mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God, our provider,
help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words
of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.
*Absolution
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the
bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

*Hymn

*Kyrie

*Hymn of Praise

*Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. Fill us with
such a knowledge of his presence that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen
life to serve you continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
First Reading: Proverbs 9:1-6
Wisdom is portrayed as a woman who invites people to partake of her banquet. Just as
ordinary food is necessary for physical life, Wisdom’s food—insight and understanding—is
necessary for fullness of life with God. Partaking of Wisdom’s banquet is the way to life.
1Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn her seven pillars. 2She has slaughtered her
animals, she has mixed her wine, she has also set her table. 3She has sent out her servantgirls, she calls from the highest places in the town, 4“You that are simple, turn in here!” To
those without sense she says, 5“Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed.
6Lay aside immaturity, and live, and walk in the way of insight.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 34:9-14
9Fear the LORD, you saints of the LORD, for those who fear the LORD lack nothing.
10The lions are in want and suffer hunger, but those who seek the LORD lack nothing
that is good.
11Come, children, and listen to me; I will teach you reverence for the LORD.
12Who among you takes pleasure in life and desires long life to enjoy prosperity?
13Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from lying words.
14Turn from evil and do good; seek peace | and pursue it.
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:15-20
True wisdom integrates our new reality in Christ with our Christian fellowship and daily
conduct. Because we are filled with the Spirit, Christians regularly rejoice together, give
thanks to God for one another, and care for one another. In this way we revere our Lord Jesus
Christ.
15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of the
time, because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the
Lord is. 18Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit,
19as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making
melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for
everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel: John 6:51-58
The holy gospel according to John, the 6th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said,] 51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this
bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his
flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and
drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for my flesh is
true food and my blood is true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide
in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so
whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven,
not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will
live forever.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon – Pastor Bill Thompson – “Making the Most of Your Time?”
*Hymn of the Day

*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
God of wisdom, enlighten your church. Guide theologians, biblical scholars, authors, and
seminary professors as they seek greater knowledge and invite others into deeper
understanding. Teach us to ask faithful questions and open our minds to new ideas. God,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of creation, mend the earth. Cool warming oceans and preserve melting ice caps.
Increase our awareness of changing climate patterns and reveal new approaches to the
ecological challenges we face. Shield those in the path of hurricanes or tropical storms.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of all nations, direct our leaders. Grant them courage to lay aside political grudges and
renew their determination to address difficult conflicts. Guide them in the work of
reconciliation. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of compassion, tend to the wounded. Rescue those tormented by mental illness or
mired in addiction. Ease the anxiety of those struggling with dementia. Come quickly to
help all who are grieving and all those who suffer. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of beauty, inspire artists. Bless those whose visual and musical gifts enliven this
assembly. Bless the creative work of poets, hymnwriters, composers, painters, sculptors,
and others that enrich our worship and daily life. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of resurrection, bring us to new life. Give us the living bread from heaven through
which we abide in your love, and on the last day raise us with all the saints to eternal life.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

*Proper Preface
*Holy, Holy, Holy

The Words of Institution
Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
Lamb of God

Communion
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
Hymn During Communion

*Table Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
*Post Communion Canticle

*Prayer After Communion
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In
your name we pray.
Amen.
*Blessing
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you
now and forever.
Amen.

*Closing Hymn

Choral Benediction

*Dismissal
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
"The worship ends. . .the service begins."

Postlude

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017969.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission.

Reminder: The office is closed this week

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have

concerns needing God’s help…
Sharen Ace; Msgt. William F. Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark
Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Wynne Below; Nancy Besecker; Dillon Berenti;
Cptn. Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Vicki Burnett; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; Todd
Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; Dee DeAngelo; Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Paul Fancher;
Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison Kapun;
Richard Kernan; Robbie Kinsley; Eleanor Kreuger; Dawne Ladeas; Esther Laurito; David
Leith; James Meckes; Sue Neumann; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Shirley
Pensyl; Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; Norm Rinker; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gloria Russell;
Jack Russell; Claudette Segear; Lynn Seip; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Gerald Staples;
Kamia Taylor; Greg Theadford; Jim Werkheiser; Kelly Wickline; Charles Zuccarelli; Fran
Zuccarelli; for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the families
of those killed and wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan; the members of the Armed Forces of
the United States; for the victims of the mass shootings, for all those around the world and
here at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic.
Have your prayers been answered? Or do you still need God’s help? Please let us know. Thank
you to everyone who prays with us for those in need.

Adult Sunday School

Following worship, the Adult Sunday School will meet in Spies Hall. This class is presently
studying the “Teachings of Jesus.” Each lesson is a “stand alone” study and participants
need not commit to weekly participation, but may join for the Bible study hour as able.
Today’s lesson is entitled “Why Do We Keep Fooling Around?” This title is based on the
final lesson from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in which we are reminded of Jesus’ thoughts
on the difference between wise and foolish people. Just as Jesus had concerns about the
actions of Christians of His day, so His words speak to us today. Please join your fellow
worshippers in gaining and sharing insight about living as a Christian, especially when it’s
difficult.

Forgiveness Challenge
Zack Zander, author of the “The Letter Challenge” is launching “The Forgiveness
Challenge” October 10, 2021. St Paul has the opportunity to join this first wave. We will
be having small groups both in-person and by Zoom. There will be both afternoon and
evening sessions. If you are interested in participating in the Forgiveness Challenge,
please call the office at 570-629-1992 or email parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org,
including your name, email address, date and time preference for in-person or Zoom
group. Early responses will enable planning and obtaining resources for the launch date.

