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158 Fish Hill Road 
PO Box 196 

Tannersville, Pennsylvania 18372 
Telephone: (570) 629-1992 

Fax: (570) 629-2038 
Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org 
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Worship Services:  Sunday at 9:00 A.M. 
    Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals 

Christian Education: Sunday’s at 10:15 A.M. 
Air Conditioned & Handicapped Accessible   

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local 
community and throughout the world. 
 

Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??   
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business 
hours (Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish 
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through 

the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of 
worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices.  Thank you. 
 

Pastor: Reverend Rashion “Woody” Santiago  
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2023 Council Members 
Grant Allen, Dawn Bartron, Bill Below, Chris Kinsley Sr., Nicole Kresge,  

Carl Reindl, Deb Storman, Beth Werkheiser, Leanna Wickline  
 

Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org  
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stpaultannersvillepa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa


Worship Service 
Sunday of the Passion 

Palm Sunday 
Sunday, April 2, 2023 

 
Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated 
servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves 
afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow 
with trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical 
promise of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin 
this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding 
work. 
     
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 

 
Chimes 
 

*Processional Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 
1When they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
then sent two disciples, 2 telling them, “Go into the village ahead of you. At once you will 
find a donkey tied there with her colt. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says 
anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them at once.” 
4 This took place so that what was spoken through the prophet might be fulfilled: 5 Tell 
Daughter Zion, “See, your King is coming to you, gentle, and mounted on a donkey, and 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  
6 The disciples went and did just as Jesus directed them. 7 They brought the donkey and 
the colt; then they laid their clothes on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large crowd 
spread their clothes on the road; others were cutting branches from the trees and 
spreading them on the road. 9 Then the crowds who went ahead of him and those who 
followed shouted:  'Hosanna' to the Son of David!  Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord!  'Hosanna' in the highest heaven! 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in an uproar, saying, “Who is this?”     
11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
BLESSING OF PALMS  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 



A brief silence is kept. 
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Today he 
entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who 
spread garments and branches along his way.  Bless these branches and those who carry 
them.  Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his 
death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 
 

Procession  
Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen.  (Process into sanctuary) 
 
*Opening Hymn               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bell Choir – “Hosanna” 
 
*Confession 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
Gracious God,  
We acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins – those known to us that 
burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen by you.  We know that before 
you nothing remains hidden, and in you everything is revealed.  Free us from the 
slavery of sin; liberate us from the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in 
your sight; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
*Absolution 
From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior. 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
Remembering the covenant, God delivered us from our enemies. 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear. 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 
With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us all our sins.  
Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the light of the Holy Spirit guides 
our feet into the way of peace. 
Amen. 
 
*Greeting 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 



*Kyrie 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day (Lector) 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to 
take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in 



his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the 
fact that he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played an 
important role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus. 
 4 The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are instructed to know how to 
sustain the weary with a word.  He awakens me each morning; he awakens my ear to 
listen like those being instructed.  5 The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not 
rebellious; I did not turn back.   6 I gave my back to those who beat me, and my cheeks to 
those who tore out my beard.  I did not hide my face from scorn and spitting.  7 The Lord 
God will help me; therefore I have not been humiliated; therefore I have set my face like 
flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.  8 The one who vindicates me is near; who will 
contend with me? 
Let us confront each other.  Who has a case against me?  Let him come near me! 
9 In truth, the Lord God will help me; who will condemn me? 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 31:9-16 
9 Be gracious to me, Lord, because I am in distress; my eyes are worn out from frustration 
— my whole being as well. 
10 Indeed, my life is consumed with grief and my years with groaning; my strength has 
failed because of my iniquity, and my bones waste away. 
11 I am ridiculed by all my adversaries and even by my neighbors.  I am dreaded by my 
acquaintances; those who see me in the street run from me. 
12 I am forgotten: gone from memory like a dead person — like broken pottery. 
13 I have heard the gossip of many; terror is on every side.  When they conspired against 
me, they plotted to take my life. 
14 But I trust in you, Lord; I say, “You are my God.” 
15 The course of my life is in your power; rescue me from the power of my enemies and 
from my persecutors. 
16 Make your face shine on your servant; save me by your faithful love.  
 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
 

Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on 
the cross and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross 



becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within 
the community of Christ. 
 

5Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, 6 who, existing in the form of God, did 
not consider equality with God as something to be exploited.  7 Instead he emptied 
himself by assuming the form of a servant, taking on the likeness of humanity.  And when 
he had come as a man, 8 he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death 
— even to death on a cross.  9 For this reason God highly exalted him and gave him the 
name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow — in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth — 11 and every tongue will confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand for the Gospel.  (Lector) 
 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Readings:  
Matthew 26:14-36 
 

Hymn    “Go to Dark Gethsemane”      #347 verse 1 

  
Matthew 26:37-68 
 

Hymn    “Ah Holy Jesus”         #349 verse 1   
 

Matthew 26:69-75   
 

Hymn    “Ah Holy Jesus”         #349 verse 2 
 

Matthew 27:1-26 
 

Hymn    “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”      #351 verse 1  



Matthew 27:27-29 
When Narrator says “And they said” 

 Congregation says: Barabbas 
 When Narrator says “All of them said” 
 Congregation says: Let him be crucified! 
 When Narrator says “But they shouted all the more” 
 Congregation says:  Let him be crucified! 
 When Narrator says “Then the people as a whole answered 
 Congregation says: His blood be on us and on our children! 
 

Hymn    “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”      #351 verse 1 
 

Matthew 27:30-66 
 

Homily 
 
*Hymn of the Day        “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”        #351 verse 2-4 
 

*The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us 
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of the People  (Lector) 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

A brief silence. 



Save your church, O God. Enable us to boldly confess in every time and place that Jesus 
Christ is Lord. With the humility of a servant, equip congregations, synods, and other 
ministry settings to proclaim your extravagant love for all. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Save your creation, O God. Every living being you have made has purpose. Give us 
renewed appreciation of farm animals who labor in the fields, service animals who 
accompany their human companions, and beloved pets who live alongside us. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Save the peoples of the earth, O God. Restore dignity to those who are scorned and 
persecuted for their religious beliefs or political activism, and deliver them from the hand 
of their enemies. Bring peace to places where conflict runs deep. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Save those who cry to you in any need, O God. Watch over all who are incarcerated or 
awaiting trial, and stand with those who are unjustly accused. Be present with those 
feeling isolated, lonely, or fearful. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Save us in your love, O God. Guide the work of church musicians, pastors, choirs, readers, 
deacons, technicians, acolytes, and all who assist in worship. Sustain them in their 
leadership as they accompany congregations through this Holy Week. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Save us at the last, O God. We give you thanks for your saints of old who embodied your 
servant love. As you came to their aid, so deliver us in times of trial, that every knee 
would bend in praise to you. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
At this time, you are invited to offer your joys and concerns, either out loud or silently.  
Pause.   We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your 
promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

*Offering Prayer 
God of good gifts, 
receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the sake of 
your gospel.  Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very 
presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.  Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always 
And also with you.  (Please share a sign of peace with one another from your seat.) 
 



*The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*Words of Institution 
 Why do we give thanks and praise before this table? 
We give thanks for God’s work of creation, liberation and salvation. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our delight, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to you, O holy Lord, eternal God.  You created the heavens and the earth and 
all that is in them; you made us in your own image; and in countless ways you show us 
your mercy.  Therefore, with choirs of angels and the whole company of heaven, we 
worship and adore your glorious name, joining our voices in their unending praise: 
 

*Holy, Holy, Holy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All glory and blessings are yours, O holy God, for in your mercy you gave your only Son, 
Jesus Christ. He took our human nature and suffered death on the cross for our 
redemption.  There he made a perfect sacrifice for the sins for the whole world.  We 
praise you that before he suffered and died, our Savior gave us this holy sacrament and 
commanded us to continue it until he comes again. 
Why do we eat bread at this table? 



On the night before he died, Jesus took bread.  After giving thanks, he broke it gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of 
me.” 
Why do we drink from the cup at this table? 
The same night Jesus took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant sealed in blood, 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
What do we remember at this table?  
We remember God’s gracious love for us, Christ’s death and resurrection for us, and the 
Spirit’s tender care for us. Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Dying, you destroyed our death; rising, you restored our life.  Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
Merciful God, pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine that in eating 
and drinking we may be made one with Christ and one another. 
Amen.  
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion  
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
 

Communion  
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

Special Music During Communion    Rene Vonk  “Panis Angelicus”- C. Franck 
 

*Table Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen.  
 
*Prayer After Communion  
Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. 
Amen. 
 



*Blessing 

God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of 
rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn          “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”                           #324  
         

*Choral Benediction            “Go Now and Pass It On” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Charge to the People 
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
Postlude  
 
 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SAS017969.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. 



Good Friday Service April 7th 7:00pm 
 

Special Thanks to Soloist Rene Vonk and to the Bell Choir for their 

musical performances today! 
 

 
 

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have 
concerns needing God’s help… 

Sr. Msgt. William F. Allen; Specialist William “Blake” Allen; Sr. Master Sargent William F. 
Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Dillon Berenti; Major 
Matthew Blessing; Captain Katy Blessings; David Brong; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; the 
family of Chris Finnerty at his passing; Jamie Fisher; Todd & Anna Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; 
Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Louis Genset; the family of Chris Haley Jr.; Charlie 
Hemple; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Robbie Kinsley; Nikolaos Kotretsos; Eleanor 
Kreuger; Esther Laurito; David Leith; James Meckes; Steven Moore; Ada Morales; Nelson 
Morales; Donna Myers; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; 
Gina Santiago; Claudette Segear; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Greg Theadford; Jim 
Tomedi; Brenda Van Why; Scott Wickline; Jacob Wilson; John Woodling; for Zack 
Storman’s friends who were in a severe car accident; Jen, Steve, Mara, Tyler, and Joe; for 
the people of Ukraine; for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; 
the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; for the families and victims of the 
mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at home suffering from the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us 
know.  Thank you to everyone who prays with us for those in need. 

 
Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food 
Pantry!  Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are 
struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is always in need of basic 
food supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program 
going strong.  Items of particular need are peanut butter, cereal, 
pasta/spaghetti, pasta sauce, mac & cheese, soup, canned veggies 

(potatoes, peas, green beans, corn, carrots, kidney beans), canned fruit, and tuna. 
 

 



Grocery Tapes 
If you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite or Weis markets we get a percentage of your purchase. 
Just bring your receipts in and put them in the box on the table in the Narthex. In order 
for us to receive credit, the receipts must include the date and store number.  Please 
don’t tear off the bottom of the receipts.   
 

Inside Out Church 
Inside Out Church is held at 6:30pm on Wednesday, in Spies Hall.  We join together with a 
meal and a deep dive into the scriptures.  This is an opportunity to grow your faith and 
increase your knowledge and understanding of God’s Word and the Bible. 

 

Pocono Mission District Assembly 
April 30th our Pocono district assembly will be held at Zion Lutheran Church in 
Brodheadsville, from 2:00-3:30pm.  We are looking for two volunteers to attend this and 
the Synod Assembly.  Please contact Pastor or Leanna Wickline to volunteer. 
 

Synod Assembly June 1-3, 2023  
The Bishop requires two voting members from each congregation as well as the Pastor 
attend the Synod Assembly.  It is local, so there is no need for overnight stays.  This is the 
first in-person assembly since COVID struck in 2020.  Small group information sessions 
and the wonderful worship opportunities make it worth attending! 
 

2023  PATHwalk  
Sunday, May 8th at 1:30pm.  The Annual Karen Nickels Memorial PATHwalk is Pocono 
Area Transitional Housings largest fundraiser.  All funds raised from the walk are used to 
support PATH operations.  The Karen Nickels Memorial PATHwalk is an opportunity to 
demonstrate your support for PATH and to involve your neighbors, friends, and family. 
Organize a team of people to participate with you for more fun or hoof it on your own 
and meet some new friends. 
 

Blood Drive 
We will be hosting a blood drive on Thursday, April 13th from 11:30am – 4:00pm in Spies 
Hall.  The last appointment will be scheduled for 3:45pm.  Friends, family and neighbors 
are welcome to donate, not just members.   There is a link on our website to take you to 
the sign up sheet, or type https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.htm/drive-
results?zipSponsor=Tannersville 
 
 
 
 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.htm/drive-results?zipSponsor=Tannersville
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.htm/drive-results?zipSponsor=Tannersville


     Worship Assistant Schedule                 

  
Acolyte Ushers Lector 

Communion 
Assistants 

Counters Altar Guild 

4/2/2023 Deb Storman Donna Warner Kris Kent Dawn Weiss Barbara Allen Deb Storman 

Palm Sunday   Linda Below Group  Leanna Wickline Deb Storman Donna Warner 

4/7/2023 Dawn Weiss  Joan Rinker     
Good Friday             

4/9/2023 Barb Allen Beth Reindl Jim Werkheiser Linda Below Deb Storman Deb Storman 

Easter   Carl Reindl   Deb Storman Donna Warner Donna Warner 

4/16/2023 Linda Below Deb Storman Kris Kent Dawn Bartron Barbara Allen Deb Storman 

    Linda Below   Dawn Weiss Deb Storman Donna Warner 

4/23/2023 Eli Kresge Donna Warner Dawn Bartron  Beth Werkheiser   

    Linda Below     Donna Warner   

4/30/2023 Emily Kresge Donna Warner Leanna Wickline      

    Beth Werkheiser         
 

If you are unable to serve at your scheduled time, please contact the office. 
 
 

Next Week’s Readings: 
Acts 10:34-43  
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
Colossians 3:1-4  
Matthew 28:1-10  
 


