St. Paul Lutheran Church
“Let’s Make a Difference Together”

58 Fish Hill Road
PO Box 196
Tannersville, Pennsylvania 18372
Telephone: (570) 629-1992
Fax: (570) 629-2038
Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org

Parish Administrator’s Email: parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org
Worship Services: Sunday at 9:00 A.M.
Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals
Christian Education: Sunday’s at 10:15 A.M.
Air Conditioned & Handicapped Accessible

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Grounded in faith and growing in
grace, we share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed
in our local community and throughout the world.
Are you visiting St. Paul? Are you interested in membership or just
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family?
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business
hours (Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through
the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran
Church.

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service. This is a time
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of
worship. We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way.
Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place. We ask that you turn off all cell phones and
electronic devices. Thank you.

Our Church Staff

Pastor: Pastor Rashion Santiago- starts December 8, 2021
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones

2021 Council Members
Grant Allen
Bill Below
Terry Fouts
Chris Kinsley Sr.
Nicole Kresge
Carl Reindl
Deb Storman
Beth Werkheiser
Leanna Wickline
Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A

We welcome Pastor Bill Thompson and thank him for leading us
in worship this morning and the many mornings he has served!

Worship Service
Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 5, 2021

Words in bold print denote congregational response.
*Please Stand, if you are able.

Prelude
Announcements
*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
*Confession
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in believing
that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find
our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We
forget that we are your children and turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed
One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen.
*Absolution
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy
Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the
eternal promise,
and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.

*Hymn (vs 1-4)

*Kyrie

*Hymn of Praise

*Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all
the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Verse 2 only

The Responsive Litany
The light signs in the darkness.
but the darkness has not overcome it.
During Advent our weary souls seek God’s daily strength.
The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.
We grow weary when fear overshadows faith.
The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.
We grow weary when destructive actions erupt in the world around us.
The Lord gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.
For all of us feeling weary this Advent season:
Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act,
and the grace of Christ as we speak.
The Candle Lighting
Today we light two candles. The first candle illuminates patience in the areas of our lives
where God has called us to wait. The second candle extends the promise of strength to all
who feel weary and weak in the shadows of the world. As we continue our Advent
journey, may our hope be kindled as the light grows brighter.
First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my
messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s
people, as silver and gold are refined.
1See,

I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until
they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Luke 1:68-79
68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, you have come to your people and set them free.
69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of your servant
David.
70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies, 71from
the hands of all who hate us,
72to show mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy covenant.
73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 74to set us free from the hands of
our enemies,

free to worship you without fear, 75holy and righteous before you, all the days of our
life.
76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the
Lord to prepare the way,
77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins.
78In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide
our feet into the way of peace.
Second Reading Philippians 1:3-11
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy
to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul,
sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love and
knowledge.
3I

thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of
my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until
now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it
to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of
you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in
my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my
witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my
prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to
help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ for the glory and praise of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel: Luke 3:1-6
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 3rd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of
political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord.
1In

the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor
of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He
went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and
every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and
the rough ways made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon – Pastor Bill Thompson – “
*Hymn of the Day

*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for
God’s presence.
A brief silence.
You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our
bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that their words
and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with shelter and
care, and bring us into right relationship with the earth that you create and call good. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of those who
have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in
poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and
reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to reach
out with compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill. Grant them healing
and wholeness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received. Embolden
those who ask hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders
alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly
remembered. Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until the day of
your coming. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers
and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

*Proper Preface
*Holy, Holy, Holy

*Words of Institution
Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.
Communion
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
*Table Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
*Post Communion Canticle

(First verse only)

*Prayer After Communion
Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be
bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.

*Blessing
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.
*Sending Hymn

*Choral Benediction

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

"The worship ends. . .the service begins."

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017969.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission.

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have

concerns needing God’s help…
Sharen Ace; Msgt. William F. Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark
Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Wynne Below; Diane Berner; Dillon Berenti; Cptn.
Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; Todd Geil; LilliAnna Daniels;
Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Paul Fancher; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; Barry
Hartshorn; Charlie Hemple; T. J. Imhof; Tiffany Johnson; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Ed
Kenderdine and family, at the passing of Mary Ann; Richard Kernan; Robbie Kinsley;
Nikolaos Kotretsos; Eleanor Kreuger; Dawne Ladeas; Joeann Lance; Esther Laurito; David
Leith; James Meckes; Tom Miller; Sue Neumann; Steve Oberman; Dr. Kenny Pearson;
Annabelle Peechatka; Shirley Pensyl; Sandy Richards; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gloria
Russell; Jack Russell; Claudette Segear; Vaughn Sensinger; Phyllis Sensinger; Shirley Singer;
Samuel Smith, Jr.; Kamia Taylor; Greg Theadford; Jim Tomedi; Alice Weaver; Harry Weaver;
Dan Wickline; Leanna Wickline; Kelly Wickline; Jacob Wilson; John Woodling; Charles
Zuccarelli; Fran Zuccarelli; for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with
addictions; the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; for the victims of the
mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at home suffering from the
coronavirus pandemic.
Have your prayers been answered? Or do you still need God’s help? Please let us
know. Please leave requests and/or updates in the basket labeled “Prayer
Requests” located in the church office. Please renew your request monthly if you or
your loved one is still in need of our prayers. Thank you to everyone who prays
with us for those in need.
Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul Strunk Food
Pantry! Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are
struggling to feed their families. The pantry is always in need of basic
food supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program
going strong.

As you shop for the holidays, don’t forget to put St. Paul
Lutheran Church Tannersville as your charity before
checking out on Amazon. They will send us 1% of your
purchase.

Monroe County Foster Children Assistance

Next Sunday is the last day for gifts to be brought in to the church for foster children in
Monroe County. It’s not too late to take a tag, even if you already have done so. Thank you
everyone for your support this Christmas season.
Once again this year we will be having our annual "Mitten Tree". Please bring any mittens,
gloves, hats and scarves, for all ages, and decorate our tree. It will run from Sunday,
December 5th thru Sunday, Jaunary 2nd. Your donations will be helping the needy in the
community through either "My Brother's Keeper" or "Children and Youth". If you have any
questions please see Dawn Weiss.

Coffee Hour

After worship and before the Mini-Concert, there will be a Coffee Hour to thank Pastor
Thompson for leading us in worship during this time of transition.
Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A

Christmas Poinsettia
Order Form
The sanctuary will once again be decorated with beautiful poinsettia plants this Christmas.
If you would like to donate a plant in memory of or in honor of someone special or just
simply to the Glory of God, please complete the form below and return it to the office no
later than Sunday, December 19, 2021. Each poinsettia will be $4.00
Your Name:
Phone#
Number of Plants:
Amount Attached:
In memory of… In honor of….

To the Glory of God Name(s) of those being honored

