St. Paul Lutheran Church
“Let’s Make a Difference Together”

158 Fish Hill Road
PO Box 196
Tannersville, Pennsylvania 18372
Telephone: (570) 629-1992
Fax: (570) 629-2038
Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org

Parish Administrator’s Email: parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org
Worship Services: Sunday at 9:00 A.M.
Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals
Christian Education: Sunday’s at 10:15 A.M.
Air Conditioned & Handicapped Accessible

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Grounded in faith and growing in
grace, we share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed
in our local community and throughout the world.
Are you visiting St. Paul? Are you interested in membership or just
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family?
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business
hours (Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through
the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran
Church.

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service. This is a time
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of
worship. We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way.
Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place. We ask that you turn off all cell phones and
electronic devices. Thank you.

Our Church Staff
Pastor: Vacant – in Call Process
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones

2021 Council Members
Grant Allen
Bill Below
Terry Fouts
Chris Kinsley Sr.
Nicole Kresge
Carl Reindl
Deb Storman
Ingrid Unternahrer
Beth Werkheiser

We welcome Pastor Bill and Kelly Scheer thank them
for leading us in worship!

Worship Service
Third Sunday in Lent
Sunday, March 7, 2021
*Please stand, if able.
Words in bold print denote congregational response.

Prelude
Announcements
*Confession
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast
love, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who
is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what
we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of
the world you so love. Amen.
*Absolution
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them
no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.

* Opening Hymn

*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
*Kyrie

*Prayer of the Day
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep
us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17
After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how
to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship.
Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity,
and respect for life, family, and property.
1God

spoke all these words:
2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me.
4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You
shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God,
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of
those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those
who love me and keep my commandments.
7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will
not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your
work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any
work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the
alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath
day and consecrated it.
12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the
LORD your God is giving you.
13You shall not murder.
14You shall not commit adultery.
15You shall not steal.
16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,
or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 19
1The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
2One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard,
4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world,
where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its
course.
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it
again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure
and gives wisdom to the simple.
8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the
LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the LORD are true and
righteous altogether.
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than
honey, than honey in the comb.
11By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward.
12Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over
me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your
sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God is
mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine foolishness and
weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified.
18The

message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is
wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those
who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human
strength.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel: John 2:13-22
The holy gospel according to John, the 2nd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When
challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and
resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the
center itself has changed.
13The

Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their
tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.
16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making
my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal
for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us
for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise
it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years,
and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body.
22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and
they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
The word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon – “Ten Voluntary Initiatives?” - Rev. William Thompson

*Hymn of the Day

* The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again. He ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.
*Pastoral Prayer
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place their
trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation
your people’s words and actions honor your name. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for
clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all
people the willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your
peace and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial
systems, and systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and
give courage to all who are suffering. Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to
those who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our leaders,
so that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in
our common life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for (Perpetua,
Felicity, and) all the martyrs whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the
same trust in life and in death. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
*The Great Thanksgiving

*Proper Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that,
renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
*Holy, Holy, Holy

*Thanksgiving at the Table
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
*Invitation to Communion
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Communion (All baptized Christians are invited to join at the communion table)
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

Lamb of God

*Table Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
*Post-Communion Canticle

*Prayer After Communion
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage; may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*Blessing
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy
and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in
the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.
*Closing Hymn

Choral Benediction

“Go Now and Pass It On”

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
"The worship ends. . .the service begins."
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS017969.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission.

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who
have concerns needing God’s help…
Ryan Ace, Sr.; Msgt. William F. Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark
Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Dawn Bartron; Wynne Below; Nancy Besecker;
Dillon Berenti; Cptn. Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Vicki Burnett; Jack Callahan; Judi
Carman; Elaine Cornelus; LilliAnna Daniels; Dee DeAngelo; Don Deibler; Renee Depuy;
Doris Drury; John Drury; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; Barbara Grosch; T. J. Imhof; Carol
Jones; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison Kapun; Richard Kernan; Robbie Kinsley; Eleanor
Kreuger; Esther Laurito; David Leith; James Meckes; the family of Ruth Mitchell at her
passing; Mattie Morales & family; Bev Otten; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka;
Shirley Pensyl; Faye Reiner; Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gloria
Russell; Jack Russell; Alice Schambra; Claudette Segear; Lynn Seip; Shirley Singer; Samuel
Smith, Jr.; Gerald Staples; David Stirling (liver transplant); Greg Theadford; Jim Werkheiser;
the family of Evelyn Wuest at her passing; Kelly Wickline; Charles Zuccarelli; Fran
Zuccarelli; for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the families
of those killed and wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan; the members of the Armed Forces of
the United States; for the victims of the mass shootings, for all those around the world and
here at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic.
Have your prayers been answered? Or do you still need God’s help? Please let us know. Thank
you to everyone who prays with us for those in need.

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food
Pantry! Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are
struggling to feed their families. The pantry is always in need of basic food
supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program going
strong. Items of particular need are: canned meats like tuna, chicken,
beef and other protein sources and cereal. Our Food Pantry remains
open, although it is functioning as a curb-side service. This limits the
contact to others and protects our food pantry staff and our building while
still serving the needs of those in need.

Longtime member, Ruth Mitchell, passed away on Sunday, February 14th, peacefully at the
Getz Personal Care Home, in Kunkletown. A private service will occur at the cemetery on
May 14, 2021, due to the weather, COVID-19, and Sandra safely traveling from Minnesota
to Pennsylvania. Cards are welcome and may be sent to: Michael Mitchell, 582
Brookwood Road, Wayne, PA 19087.

Grocery Tapes

If you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite or Weis markets we get a percentage of your purchase.
Just bring your receipts in and put them in the box on the table in the Narthex. In order for
us to receive credit, the receipts must include the date and store number. On a Weis
receipt it is below the Weis Club Savings and above the Weis Reward Points. It looks like
this: “1/06/2020 12:12 166 306 10 229” Your numbers will be different. If in
doubt, don’t tear off the bottom of the receipts.

Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church
Tannersville as your charity before checking out on Amazon. They will send us
1% of your purchase.

Life Line Health Screenings

Life Line Screening, the nation’s leading provider of preventive health screenings, will
offer affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at St Paul's Lutheran
Church on Wednesday, April 28, 2021.
A package of five screenings to identify risk for stroke, heart disease and other chronic
conditions will be offered:
• Carotid artery ultrasound to identify plaque buildup in the carotid arteries, a major
risk factor for stroke
• Abdominal aortic aneurysm ultrasound to identify presence of an enlargement in
the largest blood vessel in the body
• An EKG to identify the presence of atrial fibrillation, which increases the risk for
stroke
• Ultrasound of the lower legs to look for plaque buildup known as peripheral artery
disease
• Ultrasound of the shin bone to identify risk for osteoporosis
These 5 vital screenings are offered for only $149 and take 60-90 minutes to complete. If
you register today, you will receive a $10 discount.
Register by calling toll free 1-888-653-6441 or text the word "circle" to 797979.

Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A

