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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local 
community and throughout the world. 
 

Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??   
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business 
hours (Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish 
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through 

the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of 
worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices.  Thank you. 
 

Pastor: Reverend Rashion “Woody” Santiago  
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2023 Council Members 
Grant Allen, Dawn Bartron, Bill Below, Chris Kinsley Sr., Nicole Kresge,  

Carl Reindl, Deb Storman, Beth Werkheiser, Leanna Wickline  
 

Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org  
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A 
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Worship Service 
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, August 13, 2023 
 

“Gotta Have Faith”  
Living in Hope 

 
“The God whom we worship is not a weak and incompetent God. He is able to beat back gigantic waves 

of opposition and to bring low prodigious mountains of evil. The ringing testimony of the Christian faith is 
that God is able.”  Martin Luther King, Jr.  

  
    
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 

 
Chimes 
 

Announcements 
 

Prelude  
 

*Confession 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
To you, O God, 
all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. 
Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us 
your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
*Absolution 
By water and the Holy Spirit God gives us a new birth, and through the death and 

resurrection of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives us all our sins. The God of mercy and might 
strengthen us in all goodness and keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 



*Opening Hymn                                                                  (Red Book) ELW #726 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Greeting 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 



*Kyrie  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
*Hymn of Praise 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always 
And also with you.  (Please share a sign of peace with one another from your seat.) 
 

*Prayer of the Day (Lector) 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue 
your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in 
the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading: 1 Peter 1:1-9 
1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ:   
To those chosen, living as exiles dispersed abroad in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bithynia, chosen 2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient and to be sprinkled with the blood of Jesus 
Christ. 
May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Because of his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you. 5 You are being guarded by God’s power through faith for a salvation that 
is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 You rejoice in this, even though now for a short 
time, if necessary, you suffer grief in various trials 7 so that the proven character of your 
faith — more valuable than gold which, though perishable, is refined by fire — may result 
in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen 
him, you love him; though not seeing him now, you believe in him, and you rejoice with 
inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 because you are receiving the goal of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 85:8-13 
8 I will listen to what God will say; surely the Lord will declare peace to his people, his 
faithful ones, and not let them go back to foolish ways. 
9 His salvation is very near those who fear him, so that glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Faithful love and truth will join together; righteousness and peace will embrace. 
11 Truth will spring up from the earth, and righteousness will look down from heaven. 
12 Also, the Lord will provide what is good, and our land will yield its crops. 
13 Righteousness will go before him to prepare the way for his steps.  
 



Second Reading: Romans 14:1-4 
1Welcome anyone who is weak in faith, but don’t argue about disputed matters. 
2 One person believes he may eat anything, while one who is weak eats only vegetables. 3 
One who eats must not look down on one who does not eat, and one who does not eat 
must not judge one who does, because God has accepted him. 4 Who are you to judge 
another’s household servant? Before his own Lord he stands or falls. And he will stand, 
because the Lord is able to make him stand.  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand for the Gospel.  (Lector) 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel: James 2:14-26 
The holy gospel according to James 
Glory to you, O Lord.   
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but does not 
have works? Can such faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without clothes and lacks 
daily food 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, stay warm, and be well fed,” but 
you don’t give them what the body needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way faith, if it 
does not have works, is dead by itself.   18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I 
have works.” Show me your faith without works, and I will show you faith by my works. 19 
You believe that God is one. Good! Even the demons believe — and they shudder. 20 
Senseless person! Are you willing to learn that faith without works is useless? 21 Wasn’t 
Abraham our father justified by works in offering Isaac his son on the altar? 22 You see 
that faith was active together with his works, and by works, faith was made complete, 23 
and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, Abraham believed God, and it was credited to 
him as righteousness, and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is justified 
by works and not by faith alone. 25 In the same way, wasn’t Rahab the prostitute also 



justified by works in receiving the messengers and sending them out by a different route? 
26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon 
 
*Hymn of the Day                         (Red Book)  ELW # 638                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

*Prayers of the People  (Lector) 
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
those in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
God of grace and faith, your faithfulness is never-ending, and your righteousness 
becomes ours through Christ Jesus. Send the church to proclaim the gospel both near and 
far, in church buildings and on street corners, in person and through digital means. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of sky and sea, the plants, animals, mountains, and plains proclaim your glory. 
Prosper the work of ecologists as they teach us new ways to care for the environment. 
Bring relief to areas recovering from natural disasters. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of peace and justice, you call us to live as your beloved community throughout the 
world. Instill in local, regional, national, and global political and civic leaders a desire to 
work for the well-being of all people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of care and compassion, you bring assurance when we are afraid. Bring calm to any 
who are anxious or fearful. Bless the work of therapists, nurses, and other health care 
providers. Comfort all who grieve and soothe any who are sick. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of wonder, you accompany us in both joys and sorrows. We pray for children and 
teachers preparing for a new school year. Make your presence known in our work and 
play, in lively conversation and in quiet rest. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you send people to renew both church and society. We give you thanks 
for their lives of faithful service as examples of following your call. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



At this time, you are welcome to share your joys and concerns, either out loud or silently.  
Pause.  Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Offering Prayer 
God of field and forest, sea and sky, 
you are the giver of all good things.  Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and 
multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

*Blessing 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed ☩ bless, keep, and 
sustain you now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn                                                                                           (Red Book)   LBW# 439
  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*Choral Benediction                    “Go Now and Pass It On” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Charge to the People 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  
 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SAS017969. 



 
 

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have 
concerns needing God’s help… 

Sr. Msgt. William F. Allen; Specialist William “Blake” Allen; Sr. Master Sargent William F. 
Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Dillon Berenti; Major 
Matthew Blessing; Captain Katy Blessings; David Brong; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; the 
family of Chris Finnerty at his passing; Jamie Fisher; Todd & Anna Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; 
Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Louis Genset; the family of Chris Haley Jr.; Charlie 
Hemple; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Robbie Kinsley; Nikolaos Kotretsos; Eleanor 
Kreuger; Esther Laurito; David Leith; James Meckes; Steven Moore; Ada Morales; Nelson 
Morales; Donna Myers; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; 
Gina Santiago; Rafael Santiago; Claudette Segear; Frank Schambra; Shirley Singer; Samuel 
Smith, Jr.; Greg Theadford; Jim Tomedi; Brenda Van Why; Scott Wickline; Jacob Wilson; 
John Woodling; for the people of Ukraine; for all who are traveling; for all of those 
struggling with addictions; the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; for the 
families and victims of the mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at 
home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. 
Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us 
know.  Thank you to everyone who prays with us for those in need. 
 
 
 

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food 
Pantry!  Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are 
struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is always in need of basic 
food supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program 
going strong.  Items of particular need are peanut butter, cereal, 
pasta/spaghetti, pasta sauce, mac & cheese, soup, canned veggies 
(potatoes, peas, green beans, corn, carrots, kidney beans), canned fruit, 

and tuna. 
 

Grocery Tapes 
If you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite or Weis markets we get a percentage of your purchase. 
Just bring your receipts in and put them in the box on the table in the Narthex. In order 
for us to receive credit, the receipts must include the date and store number.  Please 
don’t tear off the bottom of the receipts.   
 



August Sermon Series  
Pastor is doing a sermon series during the month of August titled “Gotta Have Faith”.  

August 13th “Living in Hope” 
 August 20th “Faith for the Whole Body”  

August 27th “Let Faith Grow” 
 

Exciting News 
" Jesus said, Let the children come to me and do not stop them, because the Kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these." Matthew 18: 14. I am excited to announce that we will 
be starting Youth Sunday School again this year. If you know of any pre-school through 
high school students who would like to join us for Sunday School please let either Dawn 
Weiss or the Church office know.  

 
St Paul Tee-shirts 
St Paul Tee-shirts are available to purchase, in sizes from medium to 3XL.  The price is 
$10.00.  Personalized with St Paul Lutheran Church, Tannersville on the back the colorful 
front says “Faith, Hope & Love 1 Corinthians 13”. 
 

Inside Out Church 
Inside Out Church is held at 6:30pm on Wednesday, in Spies Hall.  We join together with a 
meal and a deep dive into the scriptures.  This is an opportunity to grow your faith and 
increase your knowledge and understanding of God’s Word and the Bible. 
 

Help Wanted 
As many of you already know, Leanna Wickline, our Parish Administrator (and all-purpose 
problem solver), will be moving to the Harrisburg area at the end of August to be closer 
to her family.  With this in mind, Council is looking to fill Leanna's position by mid-August 
while she would still be here to assist with any necessary training.  The position currently 
calls for twenty hours per week, but it could be shared between two people.  If any of 
you have an interest in the position or may know of someone who does, please contact 
Bill Below, Deb Storman, Pastor Woody, or Leanna. 
 

Brunch August 20th  

There will be a brunch after worship on August 20th to honor Leanna.  Beth estimates the 
need for 6 breakfast casseroles, coffee cakes Anyone interested in assisting or donating 
food, please contact Beth Reindl at 570-619-8179. 
 
 
 
 



 

     Worship Assistant Schedule                 

  
Acolyte Ushers Lector 

Communion 
Assistants 

Counters Altar Guild 

8/13/2023 
Barbara 

Allen Charlie Hempel Linda Below  Deb Storman  
    Donna Warner     Barbara Allen   

8/20/2023 
Dawn 
Weiss Charlie Hempel Dawn Bartron Dawn Bartron 

Linda 
Carrasquillo Barbara Allen 

    Donna Warner   
Leanna 

Wickline Barbara Allen 
Leanna 

Wickline 

8/27/2023 
Deb 

Storman Linda Below Kris Kent  Deb Storman  
    Deb Storman     Donna Warner   

 

                If you are unable to serve at your scheduled time, please contact the office. 

 
 
Next Week’s Readings:  

Romans 12:1-8  
Psalm 67 Let all the peoples praise you, O God.   
1 Corinthians 13:1-12   
Mark 10:46-52 

 


