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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Grounded in faith and growing in 
grace, we share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and 
deed in our local community and throughout the world. 
 

Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or 
just looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your 
family? 
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular 
business hours (Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to 

our Parish Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through the membership 
process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a 
time for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the 
service of worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices.  Thank you. 

Our Church Staff 
Pastor: Reverend Rashion “Woody” Santiago  
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2022 Council Members 
 

Grant Allen 
Dawn Bartron 

Bill Below 
Chris Kinsley Sr. 

Nicole Kresge 
Carl Reindl 

Deb Storman 
Beth Werkheiser 
Leanna Wickline  

 
Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org  

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa 
YouTube:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A 

http://www.stpaultannersvillepa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa


Worship Service 
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, August 28, 2022 
 

 

 

Words in bold print denote congregational response. 
*Please Stand, if you are able. 
 

Call to Worship (Chimes) 
 
Announcements 
 

Prelude 
 
*Greeting 
Creator God. Because you make all that draws forth our praise and the forms in which 
to express it,  
We praise you. 
Because you make artists of us all, awakening courage to look again at what is taken 
for granted, grace to share these insights with others, vision to reveal the future 
already in being,  
We praise you. 
Because you form your Word among us, and in your great work embrace all human 
experience, even death itself, inspiring our resurrection song,  
We praise you.  Yours is the Glory.  Amen. 
 
*Confession  
When you molded creation in the beginning, God of righteousness, you named all that 
you made “good.” Yet we have chosen repeatedly to see your world and others in it 
and call them “bad,” “less than,” “not good enough.” We have not realized the depths of 
your love for us and so we have tried to keep you to ourselves instead of sharing the 
gifts that are yours. 
We have let others go hungry. 
Forgive us. 
We have let people sleep under bridges and in their cars. 
Forgive us. 
We have suggested that health is a luxury rather than a basic human right. 
Forgive us. 
We have taken the resources of the land as though tomorrow and our children don’t 
matter.  
Forgive us. 



We have waged wars when others didn’t see things our way or when we wanted their 
land.  
Forgive us. 
We have traumatized soldiers by asking them to do unthinkable things. 
Forgive us. 
We have not listened to those brutalized by others who have power over them. 
Forgive us. 
We have not carried out our responsibilities as citizens to work for the good of all 
persons. 
Forgive us. 
We have walked away or shut out persons we deemed different from ourselves. 
Forgive us. 
We have not spoken up in situations where racism and sexism were rampant. 
Forgive us. 
We have not been quiet and listened as someone tried to explain their feelings to us. 
Forgive us. 
We have not encouraged all persons to reach their fullest potential as your children. 
Forgive us. 
O God, this list makes us ill and we know it only touches the surface of our 
brokenness.  It seems that we have taken your good creation and made it a mess. Yet 
you appear repeatedly with reminders of forgiveness, mercy and grace.  Even as we 
consider all the wrongs in the world, you call us again to work with you to right these 
wrongs – to share our food, to provide shelter and health care, to mediation and 
reconciliation, to listening and to speaking up.  Yet it is clear, God of justice, that none 
of this brokenness can be mended without our acceptance of your forgiveness and 
fresh start.   
Wash us and your world clean, God, with your healing forgiveness.   
Redirect our energies and our actions.   
We give ourselves to you for healing and sending.  In the name of Jesus. Amen.  
 
*Absolution 
God forgave these grave sins on the cross centuries ago and forgives them again today.  
Go and, with Jesus, do what you can for God’s goodness in the world and walk in the 
ways of Jesus Christ.  We are forgiven! 
Amen 
 
*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Share a sign of peace with one another. 

Please stay in your pew area and show a sign of peace and greeting with one 
another. 
 



*Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Kyrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Hymn of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Prayer of the Day (Lector) 
Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give 
us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



First Reading:  Proverbs 25:6-7 
 

The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom literature. 
Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct of daily 
life. Today’s reading is about humility. 
 

 6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the 
great; 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence 
of a noble. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 112 
1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great delight in God’s 
commandments!  
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will 
be blessed.  
3Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last forever. 
4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and full 
of compassion. 
5It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with justice. 
6For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting 
remembrance.  
7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in the 
LORD. 
8Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire upon 
their enemies. 
9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; they 
will hold up their head with honor. 
10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away;  
the desires of the wicked will perish.  
 

Second Reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
 

The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a 
holy life, all of which are shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus Christ. 
 

1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 
doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who 
are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, 
as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all, 
and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and 
adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what 
you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 6So we can say with 
confidence,  “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  What can anyone do to me?” 
 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 



and today and forever. 15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do 
good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Please stand for the Gospel. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gospel:  Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat 
a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 2Just then, in front of him, 
there was a man who had dropsy. 3And Jesus asked the lawyers and Pharisees, "Is it 
lawful to cure people on the sabbath, or not?" 4But they were silent. So Jesus took him 
and healed him, and sent him away. 5Then he said to them, "If one of you has a child or 
an ox that has fallen into a well, will you not immediately pull it out on a sabbath 
day?" 6And they could not reply to this. 
7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 
parable. 8When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at 
the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by 
your host; 9and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, 'Give this 
person your place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest 
place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when 
your host comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move up higher'; then you will be 
honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted." 
12He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, 
do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case 



they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a 
banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of 
the righteous." 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  
 

*Hymn of the Day                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

*Prayers of the People (Lector) 
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

A brief silence. 
For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all deacons, pastors, and bishops who 
serve and teach your people. Awaken in your church a spirit of invitation that reaches 
ever outward. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, we pray. Stir in us reverent awe for 
the beauty of the natural world, for oceans and lakes, rivers and streams, forests and 
deserts. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For the nations and peoples of the world, we pray. Sustain the efforts of those who 
pursue justice and equity for all. Defend and accompany all immigrants and refugees 
and all who are persecuted for their ethnic origin or religious beliefs. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be present with those who live in 
isolation or fear, especially those who are incarcerated or detained. Comfort all who 
are sick or grieving. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For this congregation and its ministries, we pray. Prepare children, teachers, and 
youth ministry directors for a new year of learning. Embolden our witness to invite 
others to the table. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For all the saints who confessed God’s name, we give thanks. May we cling to the 
promise of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
At this time, you are welcomed to offer your prayer concerns and joys, either aloud or 
silently. 

  Pause.    
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your 
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 



Offering Prayer 
God of abundance: 
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.  As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

*Lord's Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

*Blessing  

Holy One, now let your servants go in peace; your word has been fulfilled: 
My own eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared in the sight of 
every people: 
A light to reveal you to the nations: 
And the glory of your people Israel.  Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn                                              
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Choral Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Charge to the People 
Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; return no one 
evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, and help the suffering; 
honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 
"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 

 
Postlude 
 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017969. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. 

  



 

 
 

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who 
have concerns needing God’s help… 

 
Sharen Ace; Sr. Msgt. William F. Allen; Specialist William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose; 
Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Diane Berner; Dillon Berenti; Major 
Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; Sue Felker; Jamie 
Fisher; Paul Frantz; Todd & Anna Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; 
John Drury; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; the family of Chris Haley Jr.; Susie Herzberg; 
Harrison Herzberg; Matt Herzberg; Charlie Hemple; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; 
Robbie Kinsley; Nikolaos Kotretsos; Eleanor Kreuger; Joeann Lance; Esther Laurito; 
David Leith; James Meckes; Steven Moore; Steve Oberman; Dr. Kenny Pearson; 
Annabelle Peechatka; Anna Rivera; Pat Rodenbch;  Jean Ross; Gina Santiago; Claudette 
Segear; Vaughn Sensinger; Phyllis Sensinger; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Kamia 
Taylor; Greg Theadford; Jim Tomedi; Brenda Van Why; Alice Weaver; Harry Weaver; 
Jacob Wilson; John Woodling; Carolyn Zacharias; for the people of Ukraine; for all who 
are traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the members of the Armed 
Forces of the United States; for the families and victims of the mass shootings, for all 
those around the world and here at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us know.  
Thank you to everyone who prays with us for those in need. 
 

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s 
Strunk Food Pantry!  Your commitment to help is a true blessing 
to those who are struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is 
always in need of basic food supplies, and we need your continued 
support to keep this program going strong. Items of particular 
need are: boxed cereal, peanut butter, canned fruit, canned 
potatoes, and canned meats like tuna, chicken, beef and other 
protein sources.   Our Food Pantry remains open, although it is 
functioning as a curb-side service.   

 
 

Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church 
Tannersville as your charity before checking out on 
Amazon. They will send us 1% of your purchase. 

 
 



Inside Out Church – Wednesday at 6:30pm dinner included! 
Join us each Wednesday evening for a delicious meal full of fellowship and then an in-
depth discussion of a scripture passage led by Pastor Woody.  The discussion results 
in a deeper understanding of the scriptures and how it can guide us through our lives 
and grow our spiritual being.   
 

God’s Work. Our Hands.  
We will be doing two projects in September for “God’s Work. Our Hands.”  The first 
project benefits the Foster Children in KidsPeace.  We will be collecting new and used 
luggage, suitcases, duffle bags, etc.  Many of these children, when they leave the 
KidsPeace hospital or residential care programs to go into foster care, they have to 
use garbage bags to carry their things.  This program provides an alternative, letting 
them know that their possessions, and by extension, they are not garbage.  St John’s 
Church in Stroudsburg has been asked to join us in this project. 
The second project benefits PATH.  We will be collecting needed cleaning products.  
Products such as paper towels, garbage bags, dish soap, Brillo pads, disinfectant wipes 
spray cleaners, and toilet bowl cleaner.  Think of what you use to clean your home.  
There is a complete list of items on the handouts on the round table in the narthex.  
Please bring your donations to the Narthex area.  All donations will be taken to PATH 
at one time. 
 

Pocono Township Community Day 
Saturday, September 10th is Pocono Township Community Day.  St Paul will have a 
table with crafts for kids to do, bubbles to be handed out and we are looking for 
friendly people to greet our guests.  We also hope to include a computer presentation 
that will include some highlights of our congregation including music, pictures of our 
facilities and events.    
 

Emergency Response Team 
We are looking for volunteers to join the Emergency Response Team.  Do you keep a 
cool head in an emergency? Do you have planning skills? Emergency Response 
training in your background? Knowledge of best practices and procedures in 
emergency situations? Contact Pastor or the office to share your knowledge in service 
to the Lord. 
 


