St. Paul Lutheran Church
“Let’s Make a Difference Together”

158 Fish Hill Road
PO Box 196
Tannersville, Pennsylvania
Telephone: (570) 629-1992
Fax: (570) 629-2038
Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org
Parish Administrator’s Email: parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org
Worship Services: Sunday at 9:00 A.M.
Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals
Christian Education: Sunday’s at 10:15 A.M.
Air Conditioned & Handicapped Accessible

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we
share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local
community and throughout the world.
Are you visiting St. Paul? Are you interested in membership or just
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business
hours (Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through
the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran
Church.
SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service. This is a time
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of
worship. We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way.
Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place. We ask that you turn off all cell phones and
electronic devices. Thank you.

Our Church Staff
Pastor: Vacant – in Call Process
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones

2021 Council Members
Grant Allen
Bill Below
Terry Fouts
Chris Kinsley Sr.
Nicole Kresge
Carl Reindl
Deb Storman
Ingrid Unternahrer
Beth Werkheiser

We welcome the Rev. Bill Thompson and pianist
Kelly Scheer and thank them for leading us in
worship!

Worship Service
Fifth Sunday After Epiphany
Sunday, February 7, 2021
+Late Seating
*Please stand, if able.
Words in bold print denote congregational response.

Prelude
Chimes (Call to Worship)
Announcements
*Confession
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God,
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that
our hearts are burdened by sin— our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who
are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources -and fail to consider
generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone.
Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your
divine mercy. Amen.
*Absolution
How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are
washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the
wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s
justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.

*+ Opening Hymn

*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
*Kyrie

*Hymn of Praise

.

*Prayer of the Day
Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of
your healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of your
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
First Reading: Isaiah 40:21-31
The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them to
freedom is the God who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth and
gives strength to those who are weary.
21Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the
beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22It is he who sits
above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out
the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in; 23who brings princes to
naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.
24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the
earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like
stubble.
25To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 26Lift up
your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who brings out their host and numbers
them, calling them all by name; because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is
missing.
27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my
right is disregarded by my God”? 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is
the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable. 29He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the
powerless. 30Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 31but
those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings
like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! How pleasant it is to honor God
with praise!
2The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem, and gathers the exiles of Israel.
3The LORD heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
4The LORD counts the number of the stars and calls them all by their names.
5Great is our LORD and mighty in power; there is no limit to God’s wisdom.
6The LORD lifts up the lowly, but casts the wicked to the ground.
7Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make music upon the harp to our God,
8who covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for the earth, making grass
to grow upon the mountains.

9God

provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they cry.
is not impressed by the might of a horse, and has no pleasure in the speed of a
runner,
11but finds pleasure in those who fear the LORD, in those who await God’s steadfast love.
20cHallelujah!
10God

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people. Hence the
focus of Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but the privilege of
serving God by freely sharing the good news of Christ with others.
16If

I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on
me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a
reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my
reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not
to make full use of my rights in the gospel.
19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I
might win more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those
under the law I became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so
that I might win those under the law. 21To those outside the law I became as one outside
the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might
win those outside the law. 22To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I
have become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. 23I do it all for
the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel: Mark 1:29-39
The holy gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression.
Everywhere he goes, he heals people and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are
running for their lives. The forces that diminish human life are rendered powerless by Jesus.

29As

soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon
and Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever,
and they told him about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up.
Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.
32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with
demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who
were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the
demons to speak, because they knew him.
35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted
place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they
found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on
to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I
came out to do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their
synagogues and casting out demons.
The word of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon – “WWJD?” - Rev. William Thompson
*Hymn of the Day

* The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell.* On the third day he rose again. He ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.
*Pastoral Prayer
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all people in need.
A brief silence.
For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and military
chaplains, for those serving in prison ministry, for all who proclaim freedom and release
in the name of Christ, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For creation: for insects in the grass, clouds on the mountaintops, for cattle and the
rainwater they drink, for the humility to take our place among all creatures of the earth,
let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; for community
organizers, school officials, and CEOs; for international health organizations, that in times
of trial, fear, or hopelessness, they find freedom in service to those most in need, let us
pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those lacking supportive
relationships, for those crushed by debt, for those struggling with chronic pain or other
sickness, for those exhausted from overwork or stress, and for all who cry out to you
(especially), let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For this congregation: for outreach and social ministries centered here; for parish nurses
and visitors; for ministries of companionship and support, for the young people in this
place who open us to new understandings, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest from
their labors, that their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of God, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
*Blessing
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the
comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
Amen.
*Closing Hymn

*Choral Benediction

“Go Now and Pass It On”

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
"The worship ends. . .the service begins."
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS017969.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission.

2021 Offering Envelopes are now in. If you have not picked up your
envelopes, please call the church office to schedule a time to do so or
arrange to have them mailed to you.
The Council has decided that it is prudent to continue our virtual services.
They will again evaluate the number of COVID-19 cases and the trend in
Monroe County to decide if we can return to in-person worship after
February 17, 2021.

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have
concerns needing God’s help…

Ryan Ace, Sr.; Msgt. William F. Allen; Grant Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom
Altemose; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Dawn Bartron; Wynne Below;
Nancy Besecker; Dillon Berenti; Cptn. Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Vicki Burnett; Jack
Callahan; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; LilliAnna Daniels; Dee DeAngelo; Don Deibler;
Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; Jean Gerstlauer; Barbara
Grosch; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison Kapun; Richard Kernan; Robbie
Kinsley; Eleanor Kreuger; Esther Laurito; David Leith; James Meckes; Ruth Mitchell; Mattie
Morales & family; Bev Otten; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Shirley Pensyl; Faye
Reiner; Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gloria Russell; Jack Russell;
Alice Schambra; Claudette Segear; Lynn Seip; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Gerald
Staples; David Stirling (liver transplant); Greg Theadford; Jim Werkheiser; Kelly Wickline;
Kyle & Katie Wickline; Charles Zuccarelli; Fran Zuccarelli; for all who are traveling; for all
of those struggling with addictions; the families of those killed and wounded in Iraq and
Afghanistan; the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; for the victims of the
mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at home suffering from the
coronavirus pandemic.
Have your prayers been answered? Or do you still need God’s help? Please let us
know. Thank you to everyone who prays with us for those in need.

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food
Pantry! Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are
struggling to feed their families. The pantry is always in need of basic
food supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program
going strong. Items of particular need are: canned meats like tuna,
chicken, beef and other protein sources and cereal. Our Food
Pantry remains open, although it is functioning as a curb-side
service. This limits the contact to others and protects our food pantry
staff and our building while still serving the needs of those in need.

The Mitten Tree

We are collecting children’s hats, mittens, and scarves through January for distribution to
Monroe County Children & Youth Services.

Grocery Tapes

If you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite or Weis markets we get a percentage of your purchase.
Just bring your receipts in and put them in the box on the table in the Narthex. In order for
us to receive credit, the receipts must include the date and store number. On a Weis
receipt it is below the Weis Club Savings and above the Weis Reward Points. It looks like
this: “1/06/2020 12:12 166 306 10 229” Your numbers will be different. If in
doubt, don’t tear off the bottom of the receipts.

Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church
Tannersville as your charity before checking out on Amazon. They will send us
1% of your purchase.
www.stpaultannersvillepa.org www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa

