St. Paul Lutheran Church
“Let’s Make a Difference Together”

158 Fish Hill Road
PO Box 196
Tannersville, Pennsylvania
Telephone: (570) 629-1992
Fax: (570) 629-2038
Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org
Parish Administrator’s Email: parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org
Worship Services: Sunday at 9:00 A.M.
Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals
Christian Education: Sunday’s at 10:15 A.M.
Air Conditioned & Handicapped Accessible

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION STATEMENT; Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we
share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local community
and throughout the world.

Our Church Staff

Pastor: Vacant – in Call Process
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones

2021 Council Members
Grant Allen
Bill Below
Terry Fouts
Chris Kinsley Sr.
Nicole Kresge
Carl Reindl
Deb Storman
Ingrid Unternahrer
Beth Werkheiser

We welcome the Rev. Bill Thompson and pianist
Kelly Scheer and thank them for leading us in
worship!
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting
and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return
to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our
foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already
been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean
while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we
more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.

Worship Service
Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, February 17, 2021
Words in bold print denote congregational response.

Prelude
*Greeting
The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
God’s mercy endures for ever.
*Opening Hymn

Prayer of the Day
Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us
to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen us
to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the
ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine
fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and
clothing the naked. Sincere repentance will lead to a dramatic improvement of their condition.
1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their
rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to
know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the
ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God.
3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look,
you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4Look, you fast
only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will
not make your voice heard on high. 5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is
it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a
fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?
6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to share your bread
with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to
cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8Then your light shall break forth
like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the
pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy
the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the
noonday. 11The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and
make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose
waters never fail. 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of
many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live
in.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10
The ministry of the gospel endures many challenges and hardships. Through this ministry, God’s
reconciling activity in the death of Christ reaches into the depths of our lives to bring us into a right
relationship with God. In this way, God accepts us into the reality of divine salvation.
20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

6:1As

we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain.
he says,
“At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”
See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle
in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we
have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity,
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor
and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not
killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,
and yet possessing everything.
2For

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but emphasizes that
spiritual devotion must not be done for show.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be
seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.
2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees
in secret will reward you.
5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in
the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you,
they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the
door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward
you.
16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their

reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting
may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.
19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon- “Why Ashes?” – Pastor Bill Thompson
Hymn

*Invitation to the Observance of Lenten Discipline
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
The early Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and
resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church that before the Easter celebration there
should be a forty-day season of spiritual preparation. During this season converts to the faith
were prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time when persons who had committed
serious sins and had separated themselves from the community of faith were reconciled by
penitence and forgiveness, and restored to participation in the life of the Church. In this way
the whole congregation was reminded of the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel
of Jesus Christ and the need we all have to renew our faith. I invite you, therefore, in the
name of the Church, to observe a holy Lent: by self-examination and repentance; by prayer,
fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditation on God’s Holy Word. To make a right
beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us now kneel (bow) before
our Creator and Redeemer.
Thanksgiving over the Ashes
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. Grant that these ashes may be
to us a sign of our mortality and penitence so that we may remember that only by your
gracious gift are we given everlasting life: through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Imposition of Ashes
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. Repent and believe the Gospel.
Confession of Sin (Psalm 51 (in unison); Response Hymn “Just as I Am, Without One Plea” alternating)
Just as I am, without one plea,
But that thy blood was shed for me,
And that thou bidst me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Psalm 51:1-5
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant
mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse
me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against
you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are
justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgement. Indeed, I was born
guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.
Just as I am, and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To thee whose blood can cleanse each spot,
O Lamb, of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am though tossed about
With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Psalm 51:6-9
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. Hide your
face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;
Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need in thee to find,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because thy promise I believe;
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Psalm 51:10-17
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast
me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me
the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. Then I will teach
transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. Deliver me from bloodshed, O
God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. O Lord,
open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. For you have no delight in
sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. The sacrifice
acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not
despise.
Just as I am, thy love unknown
hath broken every barrier down;
now, to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
*Blessing
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy
and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in
the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.

Hymn

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
"The worship ends. . .the service begins.”
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #37969.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have
concerns needing God’s help…

Ryan Ace, Sr.; Msgt. William F. Allen; Grant Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom
Altemose; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Dawn Bartron; Wynne Below;
Nancy Besecker; Dillon Berenti; Cptn. Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Vicki Burnett; Jack
Callahan; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; LilliAnna Daniels; Dee DeAngelo; Don Deibler;
Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; Jean Gerstlauer; Barbara
Grosch; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison Kapun; Richard Kernan; Robbie
Kinsley; Eleanor Kreuger; Esther Laurito; David Leith; James Meckes; Ruth Mitchell; Mattie
Morales & family; Bev Otten; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Shirley Pensyl; Faye
Reiner; Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gloria Russell; Jack Russell;
Alice Schambra; Claudette Segear; Lynn Seip; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Gerald
Staples; David Stirling (liver transplant); Greg Theadford; Jim Werkheiser; Kelly Wickline;
Charles Zuccarelli; Fran Zuccarelli; for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with
addictions; the families of those killed and wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan; the members
of the Armed Forces of the United States; for the victims of the mass shootings, for all those
around the world and here at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic.
Have your prayers been answered? Or do you still need God’s help? Please let us
know. Thank you to everyone who prays with us for those in need.
Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food
Pantry! Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are
struggling to feed their families. The pantry is always in need of basic
food supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program
going strong. Items of particular need are: canned meats like tuna,
chicken, beef and other protein sources and cereal. Our Food
Pantry remains open, although it is functioning as a curb-side
service. This limits the contact to others and protects our food pantry
staff and our building while still serving the needs of those in need.
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