St. Paul Lutheran Church
“Let’s Make a Difference Together”

58 Fish Hill Road
PO Box 196
Tannersville, Pennsylvania 18372
Telephone: (570) 629-1992
Fax: (570) 629-2038
Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org

Parish Administrator’s Email: parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org
Worship Services: Sunday at 9:00 A.M.
Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals
Christian Education: Sunday’s at 10:15 A.M.
Air Conditioned & Handicapped Accessible

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Grounded in faith and growing in
grace, we share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed
in our local community and throughout the world.
Are you visiting St. Paul? Are you interested in membership or just
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family?
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business
hours (Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through
the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran
Church.

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service. This is a time
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of
worship. We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way.
Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place. We ask that you turn off all cell phones and
electronic devices. Thank you.

Our Church Staff

Pastor: Vacant – in Call Process
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones

2021 Council Members
Grant Allen
Bill Below
Terry Fouts
Chris Kinsley Sr.
Nicole Kresge
Carl Reindl
Deb Storman
Ingrid Unternahrer
Beth Werkheiser
Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A

We welcome Pastor Bill Thompson and Kelly Scheer and thank
them for leading us in worship this morning!

Worship Service
Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday, October 17, 2021

Words in bold print denote congregational response.
*Please Stand, if you are able.

Prelude
Announcements
*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
*Confession
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and
whose love is endless.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with
our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out
to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.
*Absolution
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God
makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.

*Hymn

*Kyrie

*Hymn of Praise

*Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Sovereign God, you turn your greatness into goodness for all the peoples on earth. Shape
us into willing servants of your kingdom, and make us desire always and only your will,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
First Reading: Isaiah 53:4-12
This reading is from the last of four passages in Isaiah that are often called “servant songs.”
Christians are probably most familiar with this servant song. In light of Christian faith, the
servant’s healing ministry and redemptive suffering are understood to be fulfilled in the life
and death of Christ.
4Surely

he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him
stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 5But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his
bruises we are healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own
way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is
led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open
his mouth. 8By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who could have imagined his
future? For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my
people. 9They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had
done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.
10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offering
for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of the
LORD shall prosper. 11Out of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction
through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, and he
shall bear their iniquities. 12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall
divide the spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to death, and was
numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for
the transgressors.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 91:9-16
9Because you have made the LORD your refuge, and the Most High your habitation,
10no evil will befall you, nor shall affliction come near your dwelling.
11For God will give the angels charge over you, to guard you in all your ways.
12Upon their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.
13You will tread upon the lion cub and viper; you will trample down the lion and the
serpent.

14I

will deliver those who cling to me; I will uphold them, because they know my
name.
15They will call me, and I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue
and honor them.
16With long life will I satisfy them, and show them my salvation.
Second Reading: Hebrews 5:1-10
Using imagery from scripture and from Jewish worship practices, Jesus is presented as the
great high priest who was obedient to God’s saving plan. Through his suffering and death he
has become the source of eternal salvation.
1Every

high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God
on their behalf, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He is able to deal gently with the
ignorant and wayward, since he himself is subject to weakness; 3and because of this he
must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people. 4And one does not
presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was.
5So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by
the one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6as he says also in
another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.”
7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and
tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his
reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he
suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all
who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high priest according to the order of
Melchizedek.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel: Mark 10:35-45
The holy gospel according to Mark, the 10th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
35James

and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to them, “What is it you want
me to do for you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one
at your left, in your glory.” 38But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking.
Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am
baptized with?” 39They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I
drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized;
40but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom
it has been prepared.”
41When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42So Jesus called
them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as
their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so
among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 44and
whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 45For the Son of Man came not
to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon – Pastor Bill Thompson – “Do You Get It?”
*Hymn of the Day

*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all of
God’s creation.
A brief silence.
Holy One, for the gift of the church handed down through the ages and for all who carry on
the servant ministry of Jesus, we praise you. Send your Holy Spirit upon all who are
discerning calls to ministry in its many forms and equip them with your gifts. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Creating One, for the lush and abundant habitat you provide for all your creatures, we
praise you. Provide healing for the earth so that waterfowl, reptiles, wild horses, dolphins,
and all living things flourish as you intend. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Suffering One, for all who work toward peace and who lead nations with a servant’s heart,
we praise you. Bring justice for all who suffer violence, persecution, discrimination,
hunger, poverty, and homelessness, and create places of refuge for all people. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Merciful One, for all who do the work of healing in mind, body, and spirit, we praise you.
Surround and comfort all who struggle with depression, anxiety, cancer, diabetes,
dementia, or any illness, that all may be healed. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Sustaining One, for all who volunteer for the vitality of this congregation, we praise you.
Strengthen and encourage greeters, ushers, office volunteers, bakers, counters, committee

and group leaders, teachers, students, evangelists, singers, builders, nurturers, and all who
serve with generous hearts. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Risen One, we thank you for those who have shaped your church and shared your gospel.
Through the witness of your saints, continue to inspire us with hope until we all are
gathered at your eternal feast. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through
Jesus Christ, our truth and life.
Amen.
*The Great Thanksgiving

*Proper Preface
*Holy, Holy, Holy

*Words of Institution
Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.
Communion
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
*Table Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
*Post Communion Canticle

(First verse only)

*Prayer After Communion
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast
of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the
abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*Blessing
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy
Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*Sending Hymn

*Choral Benediction

*Dismissal
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.
"The worship ends. . .the service begins."
Postlude
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017969.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission.

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have

concerns needing God’s help…
Sharen Ace; Msgt. William F. Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark
Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Wynne Below; Nancy Besecker; Diane Berner;
Dillon Berenti; Cptn. Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Vicki Burnett; Judi Carman; Elaine
Cornelus; Jacob Cubetta; Todd Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; Dee DeAngelo; Renee Depuy; Doris
Drury; John Drury; Paul Fancher; Jamie Fisher & Family, on loss of son; Louis Genset; Lynn
Gerber; the Greg Gill family at the passing of his father; Barry Hartshorn; Charlie Hemple;
T. J. Imhof; Tiffany Johnson; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison Kapun; Richard Kernan;
Robbie Kinsley; Nikolaos Kotretsos; Eleanor Kreuger; Dawne Ladeas; Joeann Lance; Esther
Laurito; Ken & Crystal Lemansky; David Leith; James Meckes; Margaret & Tom Miller; Sue
Neumann; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Shirley Pensyl; Sandy Richards; Joan
Rinker; Norm Rinker; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gloria Russell; Jack Russell; Claudette Segear;
Lynn Seip; Vaughn and Phyllis Sensinger; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Kamia Taylor;
Greg Theadford; Alice & Harry Weaver; Dan Wickline; Kelly Wickline; John Woodling;
Charles Zuccarelli; Fran Zuccarelli; for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with
addictions; the families of those killed and wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan; the members
of the Armed Forces of the United States; for the victims of the mass shootings, for all those
around the world and here at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic.
Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food
Pantry! Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are
struggling to feed their families. The pantry is always in need of basic food
supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program going
strong. Items of particular need are peanut butter, spaghetti sauce, rice,
soups, kidney and baked beans, noodles, pasta (elbows, rotini, etc.)
canned potatoes & canned spaghetti. Our Food Pantry remains open,
although it is functioning as a curb-side service. This limits the contact to
others and protects our food pantry staff and our building while still
serving the needs of those in need.

Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church Tannersville as
your charity before checking out on Amazon. They will send
us 1% of your purchase.

Adult Sunday School

Today the Adult Sunday School class will begin the third unit in the study “One Nation
Under God – Healing the Racial Divides in Our Country.” The title of this lesson is “Who is
my Neighbor?” Last week we discussed the fact that “Satan is driving the racial division in
our country. He seeks to stir suspicion, hatred, and mistrust to thwart the Church’s effort
to share God’s love and peace through Christ.” This lesson reminds us that our neighbor is
not just people who are like us and to “recognize our tendency to lay out sides of “us”
against “them.” “But Jesus wants to expand our definition of neighbor to every human –
the only real ‘them’ is Satan and his angels.” This will be an opportunity to learn from
God’s Word the way to tear down the racial walls dividing our country as fellow
Christians. Please join your fellow worshippers in gaining and sharing insight about living
as a Christian, especially when it’s difficult.
The Salvation Army is in need of volunteer bell ringers for the holiday season.

Rummage Sale

The Fall Rummage Sale will be held Friday & Saturday, October 29th & 30th from 9:00am
until 2:00pm both days. We will begin accepting donations on Sunday, October 17th
through Sunday, October 24th. Donations will be accepted after church/Sunday School on
Sundays and Monday through Friday from 3:30-6:00pm or by special appointment that
week. Setup begins October 25th and no donations will be accepted after that time.
Volunteers are always welcome to sort, setup and staff the event. Thank you for
supporting this project.

End of Year Reports

Attention all Committee Chairpersons and group leaders. It is time to complete your
end of year report for inclusion in the annual report. The report should include events
from November 1, 2020 through October 31, 2021. Please submit your report at your
earliest opportunity.

The Forgiveness Challenge

The start date for the Forgiveness Challenge is delayed to allow the material to be received
and the Adult Sunday School Class to complete their series titled “One Nation Under God –
Healing the Racial Divide in Our Country”

