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Welcome To St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local 
community and throughout the world. 

 
Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??   
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business 
hours (Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish 
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through 

the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. 
 
SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of 
worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 
Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices.  Thank you. 
 
  

Our Church Staff 
Pastor: vacant – in the call process 
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2020 Council Members 
 

Grant Allen 
Bill Below 

Terry Fouts 
Chris Kinsley Sr. 

Carl Reindl 
Deb Storman 

Ingrid Unternahrer 
Beth Werkheiser 

 
 

We Welcome the Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess as he leads us in worship 
this morning.  Thank you for sharing your gifts of the spirit with us. 

 



Worship Service 
Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, September 27, 2020 
 

 

 

 

+Late Seating       
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 
 
 
 

Prelude  
 
Announcements 
 
*Prayer of Preparation 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of 
creation. 
Amen. 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.  We pass judgment on one 
another before examining ourselves.  We place our own needs before those of our 
neighbors.  We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  Make us humble, cast away 
our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 
*Absolution 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims:  

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in 
freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



*Opening Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 



*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Hymn of Praise 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



First Reading:  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or who 
think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live. 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by 
you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the 
child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their 
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they 
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they 
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they 
shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is 
unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says 
the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be 
your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against 
me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 
32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9 
1To  you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies 
triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are 
treacherous. 
4Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.  
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I 
trusted all the day long. 
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to 
your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.  
 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the 
selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential 
perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord. 



1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in 
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of 
you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself   
and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.  9Therefore God also 
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, 
but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 
13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Gospel:   
 

The holy gospel according to 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon - Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess 
 
 
 



 

*Hymn of the Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell.*  On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

*Pastoral Prayer 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
A brief silence. 

In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. 
Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and 
obedience so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your 
creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of 
creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new 
spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions, change our minds and teach us 
to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or 
spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or 
exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us 
with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community; make us 
into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors and 
prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to 
confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

*Blessing  

Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life. 
Amen. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

*Closing Hymn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Choral Benediction 

 

 
 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 

*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017969. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

 



 
Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who 

have concerns needing God’s help… 
Ryan Ace, Sr.; Msgt. William F. Allen; Grant Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom 
Altemose; Marian Anllo; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Wynne Below; 
Nancy Besecker; Dillon Berenti; Cptn. Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Vicki Burnett; Jack 
Callahan; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; LilliAnna Daniels; Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John 
Drury; Ray Fautz, Jr; Ray Fautz Morales; Terry Fouts; Chris Gehm; Louis Genset; Lynn 
Gerber; Pete Gerard; Jean Gerstlauer; Barbara Grosch; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; 
Mason & Addison Kapun; Richard Kernan; Robbie Kinsley; Robert Kinsley; Eleanor Kreuger; 
Esther Laurito; David Leith; James Meckes; Ruth Mitchell; Demetrius Morales-Ross; Ada & 
Nelson Morales; Anita Morales; Marisol Morales; Mattie Morales & family; Dr. Kenny 
Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Shirley Pensyl; Faye Reiner; Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; 
Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gloria Russell; Jack Russell; Claudette Segear; Lynn Seip; Vaughn 
Sensinger; Samuel Smith, Jr.; David & Lisa Stirling; Greg Theadford; Jeffery Wert, Jr.; Kelly 
Wickline; Charles Zuccarelli; Fran Zuccarelli; for all who are traveling; for all of those 
struggling with addictions; the families of those killed and wounded in Iraq and 
Afghanistan; the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; for the victims of the 
mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at home suffering from the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us 
know.  Please leave requests and/or updates in the basket labeled “Prayer 
Requests” located in the church office.  THIS LIST IS RENEWED FOR THE FIRST 
SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH.  PLEASE RENEW YOUR REQUEST MONTHLY IF YOU OR 
YOUR LOVED ONE IS STILL IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS.  Thank you to everyone who 
prays with us for those in need. 
 
 

 
 

  Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church Tannersville as your charity before checking 
out on Amazon. They will send us 1% of your purchase.  

 



Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Food Pantry!  Your commitment 
to help is a true blessing to those who are struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is 
always in need of basic food supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this 
program going strong.  To keep the shelves stocked, we need canned soups, boxed 
cereal, instant potatoes, canned pasta (i.e. Chef Boyardee, Campbell’s, or your store’s 
brand), plain rice, canned meats (tuna, chicken, beef), and canned fruit and 
vegetables.  All donations are very much appreciated and welcome.  The next time you are 
food shopping, why not pick up a few extra items to help those in need?  A friendly 
reminder:  If you won’t eat it, we can’t expect others to do so either.  Please refrain from 
donations of severely damaged canned goods, open boxes, items without 
boxes/labels/cooking instructions, and, of course, items that have expired.  Thank you again 
for your generous support! 
Food Pantry Update:  The food pantry served 9 families,  22 adults and  15 children 
this week.  

 
**** Don’t forget that if you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite in Brodheadsville or Weis markets 
we get a percentage of your purchase. Just bring your receipts in and place them in the box 
in the narthex. 
 

Adult Sunday School 
Following worship, the Adult Sunday School will meet in Spies Hall to maintain social 
distancing. Today the class will continue a study entitled “all anew READY OR NOT.” Last 
week we read and studied the hard words from Jesus in the first chapter of Revelation to 
the seven churches in Asia. The church of Laodicea was admonished because they were 
“neither cold nor hot” and Christ had more expectations for them than their lukewarm 
response to His love. The study now moves on to the complete story of David and Goliath 
(more than the children’s Sunday School version). Both Bible readings illustrate God’s 
expectations for those who follow Him.  Fellow parishioners who are interested in sharing 
their opinions or just listening to the thoughts of others are welcome to attend. 
 

Bell Choir Rehearsals have begun! 
Bell Choir has begun rehearsals at 6:30pm in the Bell Choir room and will practice until 
7:30.  Chancel Choir has been suspended due to concern about full voice singing and 
COVID-19. 
 



 

Rummage Sale  
The Rummage sale will run Friday, October 2 from 9:00am to 4:00pm and Saturday, 
October 3rd from 9:00am until noon.  Masks and social distancing will be required.  For the 
safety of our volunteers and our shoppers, we will be limiting the number of people in 
Spies Hall at one time to 25.   In conjunction to the Rummage Sale, we will be having an 
Old Fashion Ham, potato and green bean sale.  The price is $5.00 per quart!   
 
 
 
 

October Worship Schedule 
 

October 4, 2020   9:00 am Worship with Communion 
      Led by Rev. William Thompson 
    10:15 am Sunday School 
 

October 11, 2020  9:00 am  Worship Service 
      Led by Rev. Dr. Dan Baugess 
    10:15 am Sunday School 
 

October 18, 2020   9:00 am Worship Service  
    10:15 am Sunday School 
 

October 25, 2020  Reformation Sunday 
      9:00 am Worship with Communion  
      Led by Rev. William Thompson 
    10:15 am Sunday School 

 


