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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we share 
the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local community and 
throughout the world. 
 

Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just looking 
to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??   
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business hours 
(Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish Administrator, 
Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through the membership 

process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran Church. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time for 
individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of worship.  We 
encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and electronic 
devices.  Thank you. 
 

Pastor: Reverend Rashion “Woody” Santiago  
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 
2023 Council Members 

 
Grant Allen, Dawn Bartron, Bill Below, Chris Kinsley Sr., Nicole Kresge,  

Carl Reindl, Deb Storman, Beth Werkheiser, Leanna Wickline  
 

Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org  
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A 
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Worship Service 
Third Sunday After Epiphany 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 
 
 

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus 
the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are 
oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the font, 
and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that others may be “caught” in 

the net of God’s grace and mercy. 
 
 

+Late Seating       
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 

 
 
Chimes  
 
Announcements 
 
Prelude  
 
*Confession   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy endures 
forever. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.   

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves.  We have not practiced 
your righteousness.  Our hearts have turned away from you.  For the sake of the world you 
so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 
 

*Absolution 
Thus says our God:  “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.”  

God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 



*+ Opening Hymn  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty – ELW 858 
 
*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*Kyrie 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Hymn of Praise  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Prayer of the Day (Lector) 
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into 
your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading:  
The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian 
military forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a 
light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will resemble celebrations of great 
harvests, because God will deliver them from everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 
 

1 Nevertheless, the gloom of the distressed land will not be like that of the former times when 
he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali. But in the future he will bring honor 
to the way of the sea, to the land east of the Jordan, and to Galilee of the nations.  2 The 
people walking in darkness have seen a great light; a light has dawned on those living in the 
land of darkness.  3 You have enlarged the nation and increased its joy.   The people have 
rejoiced before you as they rejoice at harvest time and as they rejoice when dividing spoils.  4 

For you have shattered their oppressive yoke and the rod on their shoulders, the staff of their 
oppressor, just as you did on the day of Midian. 

 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
1The Lord is my light and my salvation - whom should I fear?  The Lord is the stronghold of my 
life - whom should I dread?  
4 I have asked one thing from the Lord; it is what I desire: to dwell in the house of the Lord all 
the days of my life, gazing on the beauty of the Lord and seeking him in his temple. 
5 For he will conceal me in his shelter in the day of adversity; he will hide me under the cover 
of his tent; he will set me high on a rock. 
6 Then my head will be high above my enemies around me; I will offer sacrifices in his tent 
with shouts of joy. I will sing and make music to the Lord.  
7 Lord, hear my voice when I call; be gracious to me and answer me. 
8 My heart says this about you: “Seek his face.”  Lord, I will seek your face. 
9 Do not hide your face from me; do not turn your servant away in anger.  You have been my 
helper; do not leave me or abandon me, God of my salvation. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the 
gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but 
to Christ. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the 
power of God’s salvation. 



 

10 Now I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
agree in what you say, that there be no divisions among you, and that you be united with the 
same understanding and the same conviction. 11 For it has been reported to me about you, my 
brothers and sisters, by members of Chloe’s people, that there is rivalry among you. 12 What I 
am saying is this: One of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to 
Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in Paul’s name? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 

so that no one can say you were baptized in my name. 16 I did, in fact, baptize the household of 
Stephanas; beyond that, I don’t recall if I baptized anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send me to 
baptize, but to preach the gospel — not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ will 
not be emptied of its effect. 
18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but it is the power of 
God to us who are being saved. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 Please rise for the Gospel (Lector) 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gospel:  Matthew 4:12-23 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 4th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

12 When he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13 He left Nazareth 
and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This was to 
fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: 
15 Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, along the road by the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee 
of the Gentiles.  16 The people who live in darkness have seen a great light, and for those living 
in the land of the shadow of death, a light has dawned.  17 From then on Jesus began to 
preach, “Repent, because the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
18 As he was walking along the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter), 
and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the sea — for they were fishermen. 19 



“Follow me,” he told them, “and I will make you fish for people.” 20 Immediately they left their 
nets and followed him.  21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat with Zebedee their father, preparing their 
nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
23 Now Jesus began to go all over Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good 
news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  
 

*Hymn of the Day   Blest Are They - ELW 728 
 

*The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

* Prayers of the People (Lector) 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us to work 
together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including the World Council of 
Churches and Lutheran World Federation.  Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your abundance. Bless 
harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the northern hemisphere. Equip 
farmers to till and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the oppressor in 
every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and persecution. Grant us leaders 
who lift the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse communities to 
care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are isolated and lonely. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community.  Nurture each 
congregation’s unique witness to your presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our 
cooperation in loving our neighbors. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and unknown. Help us 
to leave our nets and follow, and bring us with them to the fullness of your promise of eternal 
life. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
At this time, you are welcome to share your joys and concerns, either silently or out loud.   
(Pause)  We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified. 
Amen. 
 

Offering Prayer 
Liberating God, 
you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.  Receive these offerings in 
thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your justice and 
freedom.  You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

*Blessing 
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls you by 

name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever. 
Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn        Shine Jesus Shine  ELW 671 
 

*Choral Benediction            “Go Now and Pass It On” 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Dismissal 
Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude  
 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017969. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

 
  



 

 
 

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have concerns 
needing God’s help… 

Sr. Msgt. William F. Allen; Specialist William “Blake” Allen; Sr. Master Sargent William F. Allen; 
Tom Altemose; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Diane Berner; Dillon Berenti; 
Major Matthew Blessing; Captain Katy Blessing; David Brong; Dennis Bushkofsky; Judi Carman; 
Elaine Cornelus; Jamie Fisher; Paul Frantz; Todd & Anna Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; Renee Depuy; 
Doris Drury; John Drury; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; Tim Grover; the family of Chris Haley Jr.; 
the family of Matt Herzberg at his passing; Charlie Hemple; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; 
Robbie Kinsley; Nikolaos Kotretsos; Eleanor Kreuger; Joeann Lance; Esther Laurito; David Leith; 
James Meckes; Steven Moore; Ada Morales; Nelson Morales; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle 
Peechatka; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gina Santiago; Claudette Segear; Vaughn Sensinger; Phyllis 
Sensinger; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Greg Theadford; Jim Tomedi; Brenda Van Why; 
Steve Widgett; Alice Weaver; Harry Weaver; Jacob Wilson; John Woodling; Carolyn Zacharias; 
for the people of Ukraine; for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; 
the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; for the families and victims of the 
mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at home suffering from the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us know.  
Thank you to everyone who prays with us for those in need. 
 

Grocery Tapes 
If you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite or Weis markets we get a percentage of your purchase. Just 
bring your receipts in and put them in the box on the table in the Narthex. In order for us to 
receive credit, the receipts must include the date and store number.  Please don’t tear off the 
bottom of the receipts.   
 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
Calling all Souper Bowl of Caring fans, it is that time of year again to help fill the Strunk Food 
Pantry. Until February 12th, we will be collecting non-perishable items for the Strunk Food 
Pantry. This year's goal is 400 items. Items of particular need are: boxed pasta, mac & cheese, 
peanut butter, soup, canned vegetables, beans of all types, and canned tuna.    
Once again, we will be serving soup after the service on February 12th to say thank you for all 
your generosity. Anyone interested in making soup please sign up on the sheet in the narthex. 
 
 


