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158 Fish Hill Road 
PO Box 196 

Tannersville, Pennsylvania 18372 
Telephone: (570) 629-1992 

Fax: (570) 629-2038 
Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org 

Parish Administrator’s Email: parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org 
 

Worship Services:  Sunday at 9:00 A.M. 
    Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals 

Christian Education: Sunday’s at 10:15 A.M. 
Air Conditioned & Handicapped Accessible   

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local 
community and throughout the world. 
 

Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??   
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business 
hours (Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish 
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through 

the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of 
worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices.  Thank you. 
 

Pastor: Reverend Rashion “Woody” Santiago  
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2023 Council Members 
Grant Allen, Dawn Bartron, Bill Below, Chris Kinsley Sr., Nicole Kresge,  

Carl Reindl, Deb Storman, Beth Werkheiser, Leanna Wickline  
 

Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org  
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A 
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Worship Service 
Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, July 9, 2023 
 
 
The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with those 
often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek 
God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that 

are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls. 
 
     
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 

 
 
 
Chimes 
 

Announcements 
 

Prelude  
 

*Confession 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
To you, O God, 
all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. 
Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us 
your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

*Absolution 
By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and 

resurrection of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might 
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 



 
*Opening Hymn              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Greeting 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 



*Kyrie  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
*Hymn of Praise 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always 
And also with you.  (Please share a sign of peace with one another from your seat.) 
 

*Prayer of the Day (Lector) 
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our 
hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, 
know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading: Zechariah 9: 9-12 
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. 
Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.” 
 

9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!  Shout in triumph, Daughter Jerusalem! Look, your King 
is coming to you; he is righteous and victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, 
the foal of a donkey.  10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the horse from Jerusalem. The bow of war will be removed, and he will proclaim 
peace to the nations. His dominion will extend from sea to sea, 
from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you, because of the blood of 
your covenant, I will release your prisoners from the waterless cistern. 12 Return to a 
stronghold, you prisoners who have hope; today I declare that I will restore double to 
you.  
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 145: 8-14 
8 The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and great in faithful love. 
9 The Lord is good to everyone; his compassion rests on all he has made. 
10 All you have made will thank you, Lord; the faithful will bless you. 
11 They will speak of the glory of your kingdom and will declare your might, 
12 informing all people of your mighty acts and of the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your rule is for all generations. The Lord is 
faithful in all his words and gracious in all his actions.  
14 The Lord helps all who fall; he raises up all who are oppressed.   
 

Second Reading: Romans 7: 15-25a 
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do 
things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile 
existence. 
 



15 For I do not understand what I am doing, because I do not practice what I want to do, 
but I do what I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want to do, I agree with the law that it is 
good. 17 So now I am no longer the one doing it, but it is sin living in me. 18 For I know that 
nothing good lives in me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do what is good is with me, 
but there is no ability to do it. 19 For I do not do the good that I want to do, but I practice 
the evil that I do not want to do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, I am no longer the one 
that does it, but it is the sin that lives in me. 21 So I discover this law: When I want to do 
what is good, evil is present with me. 22 For in my inner self I delight in God’s law, 23 but I 
see a different law in the parts of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and 
taking me prisoner to the law of sin in the parts of my body. 24 What a wretched man I 
am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand for the Gospel.  (Lector) 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
16 “To what should I compare this generation? It’s like children sitting in the marketplaces 
who call out to other children:  17 We played the flute for you, but you didn’t dance; we 
sang a lament, but you didn’t mourn!  
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon! ’ 19 The Son 
of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend 
of tax collectors and sinners! ’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”  
25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and revealed them to infants. 26 



Yes, Father, because this was your good pleasure. 27 All things have been entrusted to me 
by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son desires to reveal him. 
28 “Come to me, all of you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take 
my yoke upon you and learn from me, because I am lowly and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon 
 

*Hymn of the Day                      LBW# 611                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
*The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

*Prayers of the People  (Lector) 
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
those in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
God of the covenant, you call ministers to proclaim your gospel of grace throughout the 
world. Inspire pastors, deacons, church musicians, and all ministers of your word as they 
carry out your work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all creation, you reveal your goodness through all you have made: rivers and seas, 
plants and animals, and endangered species. Prosper the work of conservation 
organizations, botanical gardens, zoos, and wildlife sanctuaries. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of the nations, you desire that all the peoples of the world live in peace. Guide 
government leaders at all levels—national, state, and local—to work for justice, mercy, 
and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of compassion, you bring healing to those who are sick, consolation to those who are 
grieving, and well-being to those who are distraught. Send skilled caregivers to all in 
need, and make your presence known among all who suffer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of rejoicing, you have brought us together this day to worship around word and 
sacrament. Encourage children in their learning and growing, and watch over those who 
are absent today. Lead us all to places of renewal and refreshment. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all faithfulness, through the witness of the faithful departed you reveal love in 
action. Embolden us by their example to build up the beloved community in all the 
contexts we encounter. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
At this time, you are welcome to offer your joys and concerns either out loud or silently.  
Pause.  Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 



Offering Prayer 
Generous God, 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may 
know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

*Blessing 

The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy 
Spirit to live in the new creation. 
Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn                                                                                                   LBW# 765   
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



*Choral Benediction            “Go Now and Pass It On” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Charge to the People 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  
 
 
 
 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SAS017969. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have 
concerns needing God’s help… 

Sr. Msgt. William F. Allen; Specialist William “Blake” Allen; Sr. Master Sargent William F. 
Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Dillon Berenti; Major 
Matthew Blessing; Captain Katy Blessings; David Brong; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; the 
family of Chris Finnerty at his passing; Jamie Fisher; Todd & Anna Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; 
Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Louis Genset; the family of Chris Haley Jr.; Charlie 
Hemple; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Robbie Kinsley; Nikolaos Kotretsos; Eleanor 
Kreuger; Esther Laurito; David Leith; James Meckes; Steven Moore; Ada Morales; Nelson 
Morales; Donna Myers; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; 
Gina Santiago; Rafael Santiago; Claudette Segear; Frank Schambra; Shirley Singer; Samuel 
Smith, Jr.; Greg Theadford; Jim Tomedi; Brenda Van Why; Scott Wickline; Jacob Wilson; 
John Woodling; for the people of Ukraine; for all who are traveling; for all of those 
struggling with addictions; the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; for the 
families and victims of the mass shootings, for all those around the world and here at 
home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. 
Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us 
know.  Thank you to everyone who prays with us for those in need. 
 
 
 

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food 
Pantry!  Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are 
struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is always in need of basic 
food supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program 
going strong.  Items of particular need are peanut butter, cereal, 
pasta/spaghetti, pasta sauce, mac & cheese, soup, canned veggies 
(potatoes, peas, green beans, corn, carrots, kidney beans), canned fruit, 

and tuna. 
 

Grocery Tapes 
If you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite or Weis markets we get a percentage of your purchase. 
Just bring your receipts in and put them in the box on the table in the Narthex. In order 
for us to receive credit, the receipts must include the date and store number.  Please 
don’t tear off the bottom of the receipts.   
 



August Sermon Series  
Pastor is doing a sermon series during the month of August titled “Gotta Have Faith”.  
  

Christ’s Café July 19th 

The July meal will be a picnic of sorts, with Hot dogs, hamburger, left-over pulled pork, 
baked beans, potato salad and watermelon.  Desserts are needed! 

 
Vendor – Craft – Yard Sale July 15th 
Spaces are available to sell items at our Vendor, Craft & Yard Sale, Saturday, July 15 from 
8:00-2:00pm.  Volunteers to help with set up and a bake sale table (as well as goodies to 
sell at the bake sale) are needed and welcomed.   
 

Inside Out Church 
Inside Out Church is held at 6:30pm on Wednesday, in Spies Hall.  We join together with a 
meal and a deep dive into the scriptures.  This is an opportunity to grow your faith and 
increase your knowledge and understanding of God’s Word and the Bible. 
 
 

     Worship Assistant Schedule                 

  
Acolyte Ushers Lector 

Communion 
Assistants 

Counters Altar Guild 

7/9/2023 
Dawn 
Weiss Donna Warner Kris Kent  Donna Warner  

    Charlie Hempel     
Beth 

Werkheiser   

7/16/2023 
Barbara 

Allen Linda Below Tim Grover Dawn Bartron Barbara Allen 
Beth 

Werkheiser 

    Deb Storman   
Leanna 

Wickline Deb Storman 
Leanna 

Wickline 

7/23/2023 
Linda 
Below 

Beth 
Werkheiser Joan Rinker  

Beth 
Werkheiser  

    Linda Below     Donna Warner   

7/30/2023 Eli Kresge Donna Warner 
Jim 

Werkheiser  Barbara Allen  
    Charlie Hempel     Deb Storman   

 

                If you are unable to serve at your scheduled time, please contact the office. 

 
 
 
 



Next Week’s Readings:  
Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-19 God’s sovereignty: both righteous and forbearing 
Psalm 86:11-17 Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth.   
Romans 8:12-25 The revealing of the children of God 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 The parable of the weeds 

 


