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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Grounded in faith and growing in 
grace, we share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and 
deed in our local community and throughout the world. 
 

Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family? 
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business 
hours (Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish 
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you 

through the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church. 
SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a 
time for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the 
service of worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices.  Thank you. 
 

Our Church Staff 
Pastor: Reverend Rashion “Woody” Santiago  
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2022 Council Members 
 

Grant Allen 
Dawn Bartron 

Bill Below 
Chris Kinsley Sr. 

Nicole Kresge 
Carl Reindl 

Deb Storman 
Beth Werkheiser 
Leanna Wickline  

 
Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org  

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa 
YouTube:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A 
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Worship Service 
Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, October 16, 2022 
 

 

 

Words in bold print denote congregational response. 

 
Chimes 
 
Announcements 
 
Prelude   
 
*Greeting 
God calls us to worship,  
And we come, 
Some with laughter and songs of joy.  God calls us to worship,  
And we come, 
Some from a sense of obligations or habit. God calls us to worship, 
And we come,  
Some with hearts heavy with grief.  God calls us to worship,  
And we come, 
Some with distraction or exhaustion. God calls us to worship, 
And we come, 
Some with eagerness and enthusiasm. God calls us to worship,  
And we come, 
Some with stress, loneliness, or depression.  As God’s dearly loved children, we bring all 
our joy and pain, hurt and hope 
Into this place of Spirit-given grace, love and hope. 
 
*Confession  
Father, we are sorry for the many times we have left you and chosen to satisfy our own 
selfish desires.  For the times we have hurt the members of our families by refusing to 
do our share of the family tasks. 
Father, we have sinned.  Forgive us. 
For the times we were unkind and impatient with those who needed our time and 
concern. 
Father, we have sinned. Forgive us. 
For the times we were too weak to stand up for what was right and allowed others to 
suffer because of our cowardice. 
Father, we have sinned. Forgive us. 



For the times we refused to forgive other. 
Father, we have sinned. Forgive us. 
 
*Absolution 
Hear the good news:  Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s 
love toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Glory to God.  Amen. 
 
*Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Share a sign of peace with one another. 

Please stay in your pew area and show a sign of peace and greeting with one 
another. 
 
*Hymn     
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Kyrie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Prayer of the Day (Lector) 
Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. 
Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for 
all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Genesis 32:22-31 
 

Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s birthright 
and his father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary who 
ultimately blesses him and changes his name to “Israel,” a name that means “he wrestles 
with God.” 
 

22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled 
with him until daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with 
him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let 
you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you 
have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, 
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he 
blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, 
and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping 
because of his hip. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Psalm: Psalm 121 
1I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 
2My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth. 
3The LORD will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over you fall 
asleep. 
4Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;  
5the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
6the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
7The LORD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life. 
8The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time forth 
forevermore.  
 
 



Second Reading:  2 Timothy 3:14--4:5 
 

The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in 
ministry, by emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition. 
 

14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings 
that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is 
inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for 
every good work. 
 4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the 
message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, 
and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when 
people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 4and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5As for you, always be sober, endure 
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
Please stand for the Gospel. (Lector) 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gospel: Luke 18:1-8 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 18th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 
2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for 
people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me 
justice against my opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, 
‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually 
coming.’ ” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God 
grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in 



helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
 

 “The gospel of the Lord.”  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

 *Hymn of the Day                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Presentation of New Members 
In baptism, we are welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of 
God. We are called to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and 
share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and 
peace in all the earth. 
Dennis and Linda Bushkowsky and Jayden Jackson, brothers and sister in Christ, do you 
intend to continue in the covenant of your baptism among God’s people in this place? 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for Dennis, Linda and Jayden in their 
life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Welcome 
Those being welcomed face the assembly. A representative of the congregation addresses 
the assembly. 
Let us welcome Dennis, Linda and Jayden, brothers and sister in Christ to this 
community of faith. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  Together we will give thanks and 
praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 
*The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People (Lector) 

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation. 
A brief silence. 



For all the baptized, that they become skilled in compassion and grace and equipped to 
share the good news with all. Grant your followers persistence in proclamation and 
prayer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For air and sky, clouds and sun, that they provide rain to parched land and relief to 
flooded ground. Renew and restore our polluted atmosphere and empower us to be 
worthy stewards of creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For judges, juries, and all who work in the judicial system, that they desire wisdom, seek 
truth, rule with fairness, and have the courage to do what is right. Eliminate oppression 
and injustice in our criminal justice system. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For all who are lonely, especially those who have newly arrived in an unfamiliar city or 
country, political prisoners without recourse to justice, hospital patients without 
visitors, and any who are ill or grief-stricken. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For those in our congregation and community engaged in advocacy work that with the 
persistence of the widow, they lift their voices in seeking justice on behalf of others. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For those who have taught us faith and now rest in your heavenly peace that we 
remember and give thanks for these saints who shared the gospel through word and 
deed. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Today we celebrate the ministry of the food pantry that feeds hundreds of people 
throughout the year.  Bless those who have donated to those who are less fortunate and 
those who receive the food.  Thank you for the volunteers who serve this mission. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
At this time, you are welcomed to offer your prayer concerns and joys, either aloud or 
silently.  Pause.    
With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Offering Prayer 
Gracious God, 
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.  Make of these gifts a banquet 
of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who 
sets a table for all.  Amen. 
 
 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving 



The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
*Proper Preface 
It is indeed right our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
the way of everlasting life.  And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving 
God of our ancestors, friend in our midst, your children come before you.  Here is food! 
Here is drink!  These things are yours before they are ours.  Now we are making a feast, 
but it is a thanksgiving:  God, we are thanking you.  With our ancestors in faith and all 
the hosts of heaven, O God, we thank you and rejoice.  This food—we shall eat it in your 
honor!  This drink—we shall drink it in your honor! 
We thank you for giving us life. 
We thank you! 
We thank you for giving us freedom. 
We thank you! 
We thank you for bringing us peace. 
We thank you! 
We thank you for the one who bore our sins upon the cross. 



We thank you! 
We thank you for the one who brought us over from death to life. 
We thank you! 
Father, send the Spirit of life, the Spirit of power and fruitfulness.  With the Spirit’s 
breath, speak your Word into these things.  Give us who eat and drink the living body 
and the lifeblood of Jesus, our brother, life and power and fruitfulness of heart and 
body.   Give us true communion with your Son. 
 

*Words of Institution 
On the night of his suffering, he gave thanks for the bread that he held in his hands.  This 
bread he shared among his followers, saying: All of you, take this, eat this; it is my body, 
handed over for you. Do this and remember me. 
The body of Christ! Amen 
Then he shared drink with them, saying: All of you, take this, drink this; it is my blood, 
the blood of the new covenant that begins now and lasts forever.  This blood is poured 
out for you and for all people so that sins may be taken away.  Do this and remember 
me. 
The blood of Christ!  
Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Table 
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.  Come to the banquet. 
 

Communion 
The body of Christ given for you. 
The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

*Prayer after Communion 
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the 
journey.  Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

*Blessing  
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; and the blessing of 



God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Be among you and remain with 
you always. 
Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Choral Benediction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Charge to the People 

As you leave the sanctuary today, may you know the hope to which God has called you, 
experience the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and trust his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. 
Amen. 
 

Postlude 
 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS017969. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission. 

 
 

Welcome to Dennis & Linda (Post) Bushkofsky and Jayden Jackson! 
 

Please join us at Coffee Hour today and welcome them! 
 

Happy Birthday (October 21st) to Pastor Santiago!   
That is also the Anniversary of her Ordination!   

It’s Pastor Appreciation Sunday also!   
A trifecta of blessings for Pastor! 



 
 

 
Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who 

have concerns needing God’s help… 
 

The family of Sharen Ace; Sr. Msgt. William F. Allen; Specialist William “Blake” Allen; 
Tom Altemose; Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Diane Berner; Dillon 
Berenti; Major Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; Sue 
Felker; Jamie Fisher; Paul Frantz; Todd & Anna Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; Renee Depuy; 
Doris Drury; John Drury; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; the family of Chris Haley Jr.; Susie 
Herzberg; Matt Herzberg; Charlie Hemple; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Kris Kent; 
Robbie Kinsley; Nikolaos Kotretsos; Eleanor Kreuger; Joeann Lance; Esther Laurito; 
David Leith; James Meckes; Steven Moore; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; 
Anna Rivera; the family of Pat Rodenbch;  Jean Ross; Gina Santiago; Claudette Segear; 
Vaughn Sensinger; Phyllis Sensinger; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Kamia Taylor; 
Greg Theadford; Jim Tomedi; Brenda Van Why; Steve Widgett; Alice Weaver; Harry 
Weaver; Jacob Wilson; John Woodling; Carolyn Zacharias; for the people affected by 
Hurricaine Ian, for the people of Ukraine; for all who are traveling; for all of those 
struggling with addictions; the members of the Armed Forces of the United States; for 
the families and victims of the mass shootings, for all those around the world and here 
at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us know.  Thank 
you to everyone who prays with us for those in need. 
 

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s 
Strunk Food Pantry!  Your commitment to help is a true blessing to 
those who are struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is always in 
need of basic food supplies, and we need your continued support to 
keep this program going strong. Items of particular need are: boxed 
cereal, peanut butter, canned fruit, canned potatoes, and canned 
meats like tuna, chicken, beef and other protein sources.   Our 

Food Pantry remains open, although it is functioning as a curb-side service.  
 

Our food pantry is providing Thanksgiving baskets for those in need on Monday, 
November 21st.  Since we rely solely on donations to fill these bags, we are respectfully 
asking you for your donations to fulfill our goal of 40 bags.  These are the items we 
need: soup, meat (turkey, ham or chicken), mashed potato mix, canned veggies, canned 
cranberry sauce, stuffing mix, gravy, mac & cheese, cake mix & frosting, or a cash 
donation.  Since the bags will be distributed on Monday, November 21st, the last day to 
donate is Sunday, November 20th.  Thank you for your continued support. 



Inside Out Church – Wednesday at 6:30pm dinner included! 
Join us each Wednesday evening for a delicious meal full of fellowship and then an in-
depth discussion of a scripture passage led by Pastor Woody.  The discussion reveals a 
deeper understanding of the scriptures and how it can guide us through our lives and 
grow our spiritual being.   
 

Christ’s Café October 19th  
Christ Café will be making Shepherd’s Pie, a tossed salad and roll.  Bakers are welcome 
to make desserts (please, you bake so well!).  We will be beginning preparations on and 
setting up on Wednesday at 2:00pm.  Volunteers are welcomed and appreciated. 
 

Pantry Sundays & Harvest Sunday 
Today and December 11th, we will be celebrating “Pantry Sunday” and our Walter and 
Mary Alice Strunk Food Pantry.  Sunday. November 13th, we will be celebrating Harvest 
Sunday.  We ask that you bring food items for the pantry needs or the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas food baskets for our pantry clients. 
 

The Fall Rummage Sale 
The fall rummage Sale will be held on Friday, November 4, and Saturday, November 5 
from 9:00am until 2:0pm each day.  Donations may be put on the stage on Sunday, 
October 23 between 8:45amand noon, Sunday, October 30 from 8:45am until noon, and 
Monday, October 31- Wednesday, November 2 from 9:00am until 2:00pm.  If you can 
help with the sale, please email Beth Werkheiser at blwerkheiser@gmail.com or call 
570-629-0619. 
 

Trunk or Treat 
We will be holding a fun Trick or Trunk event here on Saturday, October 29th from 3:00 
to 5:30pm.  Advertising signs are going up around the area.  Sign up to decorate your 
vehicle and give out candy, the sign up is on the round table in the Narthex. 
 

Annual Meeting of the Congregation November 13, 2022 
As required by our Constitution, the Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held 
after worship service on Sunday, November 13, 2022.  Please plan on attending this 
important event in the life or our congregation. 
 

Annual Report  
It is time to begin the process of creating the Annual Report which includes 11/1/2021-
10/31/2022.  If you were/are a committee chair during this time, or a group leader, 
please write your report for inclusion of the Annual Report and submit it to the office. 
 

 
 

mailto:blwerkheiser@gmail.com


Advent Study 
Are you interested in doing an Advent Study?  Pastor is looking into the possibility of 
doing an afternoon (3:00pm) Advent Study.  The source material is from the ELCA.  A 
sign-up sheet is available in the Narthex. If we have enough interest, it will happen. 
 

Volunteers Needed for The Ombudsman Program 
Volunteer Ombudsmen are community neighbors who are specially trained to help 
clarify responsibilities and rights of consumers in long-term living facilities.  If you are 
available for a few hours a month, over 18 years of age, concerned about the rights of 
nursing home and assisted living/personal care home residents and interested in 
making a difference in the lives of long-term living residents, then you may be perfect 
for the Volunteer Ombudsman Program.  For more information, please contact:  
Ombudsman Linda Korgeski at 570-344-7190 or email: lcombudsman@epix.net 
 
Leanna will be on vacation leaving Friday, October 28 through November 5th.   
 


