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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Grounded in faith and growing in 
grace, we share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and 
deed in our local community and throughout the world. 
 

Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family? 
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business 
hours (Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish 
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you 

through the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church. 
SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a 
time for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the 
service of worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices.  Thank you. 

Our Church Staff 
Pastor: Reverend Rashion “Woody” Santiago  
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2022-23 Council Members 
 

Grant Allen 
Dawn Bartron 

Bill Below 
Chris Kinsley Sr. 

Nicole Kresge 
Carl Reindl 

Deb Storman 
Beth Werkheiser 
Leanna Wickline  

 
Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org  

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa 
YouTube:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A 
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Worship Service 
First Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, November 27, 2022 
 

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s 
readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the 
day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all 
people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we 
vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: 
Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the 
promises of God. 

 
    
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 

 
Announcements 
 
Chimes (Call to Worship) 
 
Prelude 
 
*Call to Worship 
We gather in preparation 
For good news is about to be proclaimed. 
We gather in expectation 
For joy is about to explode in our midst. 
We gather in celebration 
For we are those people who have said yes to the manger, yes to love enfleshed, 
yes to the one incarnate for others, yes to the wholeness of God. 
With preparation and in expectation, let us celebrate! 
 
*Confession   
It is Advent.  It is the season in which we prepare our hearts to welcome Christ, who is 
the bringer of all peace.  We confess to you the ways in which we block the peace of 
Christ in our lives. 
God of peace, hear our prayer. 
The rushing and scurrying to get things done,  
We confess to you, O God of peace. 
The worry about the little details,  
We confess to you, O God of peace. 



The financial burdens we put on ourselves, 
We confess to you, O God of peace. 
The impatience and irritability we feel and take out on one another,  
We confess to you, O God of peace. 
The bickering and quarreling Though we make ourselves less than peaceful at this time 
of the year, your peace is always there for us. 
Instill within us your peace, O God. 
When we feel overwhelmed,  
Instill within us your peace, O God. 
When we are filled with worry, 
Instill within us your peace, O God. 
When we become irritable,  
Instill within us your peace, O God. 
When the guilt of our ways threatens to overcome us, help us to remember that we are 
forgiven in Christ. 
Instill within us your peace, O God. 
Instill within us your peace, O God. Instill within us your peace and help us to make 
choices that bring us closer to you. Help us to be more peaceful so that we may spread 
Christ’s peace and love to others.  
Amen. 
 

*Absolution 
Surely God’s salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our 
land.  Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each 
other.  Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down 
from the sky.  The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.  
Righteousness will go before him and will make a path for his steps.  In Christ, God’s 
salvation is at hand, and righteousness has come. 
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 

*Sharing of Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Share a sign of peace with one another.  Please stay in your pew area and share a sign of 
peace and greeting with one another. 
 

*Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie 
 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 



For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord, 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 
           Verse 1 only 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; the one who follows me will not walk in darkness 
but have the light of life.” 
We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness – on them light has shined. (Isaiah 9:2)   
Come, Lord Jesus, our light and our salvation. 
Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
(Sing chorus of “Christ be Our Light”) 
 

*Prayer of the Day (Lector) 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for 
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God 
establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the 
worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!” 
 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.  
Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the 
house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his 
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem.  4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm:  Psalm 122 
1I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
2Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, the assembly of Israel, to praise 
the name of the LORD.  
5For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David. 
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 
7Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers. 



8For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your prosperity. 
9Because of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek to do you good.”  
 

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14 
 

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light 
of Christ’s coming in the future. 
 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is 
far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not 
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand for the Gospel. (Lector)  
 

*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44  
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter.    
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 
ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and 
one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one 
will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 



coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 
at an unexpected hour.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  
 

*Hymn of the Day          Verses 1-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 



* Prayers of the People  (Lector) 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns 
for new hope. 

A brief silence. 
God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the 
urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people 
of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of 
sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, 
and protect endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the 
neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting 
peace in the land of Jesus’ birth.  God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. 
Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who 
are sick or needing your care. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations 
in transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and 
ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission. God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful 
who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints 
with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. At this time, you are invited to share 
your prayers of thankfulness, joys and concerns.  Pause. By your Spirit, gather our 
prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

* Offering Prayer 
Eternal God, 
you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. Receive 
these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 
mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. 
We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 



us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*Blessing 
Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles: in him, 
the Gentiles shall hope.”  May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace in believing, so 
that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:12-13) 

Amen. 
 
*Closing Hymn               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Choral Benediction                  “Go Now and Pass It On” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Dismissal  
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Postlude 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
 
 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS017969. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 



 
 

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who 
have concerns needing God’s help… 

 

Sharen Ace; Sr. Msgt. William F. Allen; Specialist William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose; 
Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Diane Berner; Dillon Berenti; Major 
Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; Sue Felker; Jamie Fisher; 
Paul Frantz; Todd & Anna Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John 
Drury; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; Tim Grover; the family of Chris Haley Jr.; Rick Hamlet 
& family;  Harrison Herzberg; Matt Herzberg; Charlie Hemple; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; 
Ian Juica; Kris Kent; Robbie Kinsley; Nikolaos Kotretsos; Eleanor Kreuger; Joeann Lance; 
Esther Laurito; David Leith; James Meckes; Steven Moore; Ada Morales; Nelson Morales; 
Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Anna Rivera; the family of Pat Rodenbach;  
Jean Ross; Gina Santiago; Claudette Segear; Vaughn Sensinger; Phyllis Sensinger; Shirley 
Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Kamia Taylor; Greg Theadford; Jim Tomedi; Brenda Van Why; 
Steve Widgett; Alice Weaver; Harry Weaver; Jacob Wilson; John Woodling; Carolyn 
Zacharias; for the people affected by Hurricaine Ian, for the people of Ukraine; for all 
who are traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the members of the Armed 
Forces of the United States; for the families and victims of the mass shootings, for all 
those around the world and here at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us 
know.  Please give written requests and/or updates the church office or leave in 
the offering plate.  Please renew your request monthly if you or your loved one is 
still in need of our prayers.  Thank you to everyone who prays with us for those in 
need. 

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul Strunk Food 
Pantry!  Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are 
struggling to feed their families.  The pantry is always in need of 
basic food supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this 
program going strong. We provided  Thanksgiving baskets, 
including a turkey and all the fixings,  to 26 families this past 
week!  Thanks to you and to Kinsley’s ShopRite for the donation 

of the turkeys for the baskets. 
 
As you shop for the holidays, don’t forget to put St. Paul 
Lutheran Church Tannersville as your charity before checking 
out on Amazon. They will send us 1% of your purchase. 



Bach & Handel Chorale Christmas Concert December 10th 3:00pm  
Join us for an uplifting Christmas Concert.  It is a free concert, but we will accept 
donations.  Invite your friends and neighbors!  It is sure to put you in the holiday spirit! 
 

Inside Out Church – Wednesday at 6:30pm dinner included! 
Join us each Wednesday evening for a delicious meal full of fellowship and then an in-
depth discussion of a scripture passage led by Pastor Woody.  The discussion reveals a 
deeper understanding of the scriptures and how it can guide us through our lives and 
grow our spiritual being.   
 

Pantry Sunday   
December 11th we will celebrate Pantry Sunday.  Items collected will be used for our 
client’s regular needs and to prepare Christmas dinner baskets for our food pantry 
clients.   
 

Children & Youth Christmas Giving Tree 
The Giving Tree is up for the Monroe County Children & Youth Foster Children is up!  
Select a tag (or several) shop for the children on the back and return the unwrapped 
gifts with the tag by December 11th.  The gifts will be taken to Children & Youth on the 
12th for distribution to the children by their caseworkers. 
 

Faith Awards Program 
Any child from kindergarten through high school is welcome to join the Faith Awards 
Program.  Originally a program of the Boy Scouts, this program has been revamped and 
all children are welcome, both boys and girls, scouts and non-scouts.  Pastor will be 
leading this program along with Faith Award Mentor Margaret Kinsley, beginning 
Sundays, from December 4th through January 22nd (excluding December 25th, makeup 
day January 29th if needed) culminating in an award celebration on February 12th.  
 

Mitten Tree 
It is that time of year when we are all once again getting ready for the special night that 
our Savior was born. While you are doing whatever special holiday traditions you and 
your family do, take some time to think of those less fortunate. Once again, we will be 
collecting hats, gloves, mittens and scarves to keep both children and adults warm this 
winter. Please consider donating any or all of the items above to decorate our Mitten 
Tree. The tree will be up from November 27th to January 8th. If you have any questions 
please contact Dawn Weiss. Thank you in advance. 
 

Christmas Tree 
December 4th after Worship, we will be decorating the Christmas Tree.  Afterward, there 
will be a Christ’s Café meeting. 
 
 



Advent and Christmas Schedule 
 

December 4th  The Second Sunday of Advent  9:00am Worship Service 
 
December 10th      3:00pm  Bach & Handel Chorale Christmas Concert   
 

December 11th The Third Sunday of Advent   9:00am Worship Service 
 

December 18th The Fourth Sunday of Advent    9:00am Worship Service 
 

December 24th Christmas Eve   7:00pm Candlelight Worship Service 
 

December 25th Christmas Day   9:00am Service of Lessons and Carols 
 
 
 

Christmas Poinsettia 
Order Form 

 
The sanctuary will once again be decorated with beautiful poinsettia plants this 

Christmas.  Pastor feels safe doing this, with an artificial tree.  If you would like to 
donate a plant in memory of or in honor of someone special or just simply to the Glory 
of God, please complete the form below and return it to the office no later than Sunday, 

December 18, 2022.  Each poinsettia will be $4.00 
 
 

Your Name:              
 
Phone#          
 
Number of Plants:        
 
Amount Attached:      

 
In memory 

of… 
In honor of…. To the Glory of 

God 
Name(s) of those being honored 

    
    
    

 


