St. Paul Lutheran Church
“Let’s Make a Difference Together”

58 Fish Hill Road
PO Box 196
Tannersville, Pennsylvania 18372
Telephone: (570) 629-1992
Fax: (570) 629-2038
Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org

Parish Administrator’s Email: parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org
Worship Services: Sunday at 9:00 A.M.
Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals
Christian Education: Sunday’s at 10:15 A.M.
Air Conditioned & Handicapped Accessible

Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church
OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Grounded in faith and growing in
grace, we share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed
in our local community and throughout the world.
Are you visiting St. Paul? Are you interested in membership or just
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family?
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business
hours (Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through
the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran
Church.

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service. This is a time
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of
worship. We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way.
Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place. We ask that you turn off all cell phones and
electronic devices. Thank you.

Our Church Staff

Pastor: Vacant – in Call Process
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones

2021 Council Members
Grant Allen
Bill Below
Terry Fouts
Chris Kinsley Sr.
Nicole Kresge
Carl Reindl
Deb Storman
Ingrid Unternahrer
Beth Werkheiser

We welcome Pastor Bill Thompson and Kelly Scheer
and thank them for leading us in worship this
morning!

Worship Service
Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday, July 4, 2021
Words in bold print denote congregational response.
*Please Stand, if you are able.

Prelude
Announcements
*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.
*Confession
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
Amen.
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God, our provider,
help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when
they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own
understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and
your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words
of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.
*Absolution
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By
Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the
bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.

*Hymn

*Kyrie

*Hymn of Praise

*Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of your kingdom.
Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your love and
peace in every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
First Reading: Ezekiel 2:1-5
In 597 BCE, the priest Ezekiel was removed into exile in Babylon. While there, he received a
vision of God appearing majestically on a chariot throne. Today’s reading recounts God’s
commissioning of Ezekiel during this vision. The prophet is to speak God’s word to a people
unwilling to hear.

1[A

voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you.2And when
he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking
to me. 3He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels
who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed against me to
this very day. 4The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to them,
and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD.” 5Whether they hear or refuse to hear
(for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among
them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 123
1To you I lift up my eyes, to you enthroned in the heavens.
2As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, and the eyes of a maid to
the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to you, O LORD our God, until you show us
your mercy.
3Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy, for we have had more than enough of contempt,
4too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, and of the derision of the proud.
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Christians do not boast of their own accomplishments. Rather, Christian boasting focuses
attention on how the power of Christ is present in our lives, especially in times of weakness
and vulnerability. No matter what our circumstances in life, Christ’s grace is sufficient for us.
2I

know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. 3And I know that such a
person—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows—4was caught
up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to
repeat. 5On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except
of my weaknesses. 6But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the
truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me
or heard from me, 7even considering the exceptional character of the revelations.
Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. 8Three times I
appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 9but he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10Therefore I am
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of
Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel: Mark 6:1-13
The holy gospel according to Mark, the 6th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
At home and abroad, Jesus and his disciples encounter resistance as they seek to proclaim
God’s word and relieve affliction.
1[Jesus]

came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.2On the sabbath he began to
teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did
this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of
power are being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother
of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they
took offense at him. 4Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in
their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.” 5And he could do no
deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them.
6And he was amazed at their unbelief.
Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve and began to
send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He ordered
them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their
belts; 9but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to them, “Wherever you
enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 11If any place will not welcome you and
they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony
against them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 13They cast out
many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon – Pastor Bill Thompson – “Bragging Rights?”
*Hymn of the Day

*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
Let us come before the triune God in prayer.
A brief silence.
God of all, through the waters of baptism you claim people of all races, ethnicities, and
languages as your beloved children. Sustain the baptized and increase their faith, that your
gospel may be proclaimed throughout the earth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of the heavens, your creating Spirit animates the universe. We give you thanks for the
moon and stars, for the planets and the Milky Way Galaxy, and for all of the mysteries of
the cosmos that remain unknown to us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of freedom, you have liberated us from sin and death and rescue us from all forms of
spiritual, social, and political oppression. Defend us from tyrants in our midst and deliver
us from all forms of slavery or corruption. Direct our freedom for works of liberation and
wholeness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of compassion, you became vulnerable in the person of Jesus Christ in solidarity with
the disempowered. Strengthen those who feel faint, give courage to those who fear, and
bring wholeness to those in need. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of holiness, you send us out into the world to proclaim your love. We pray for our
outreach ministries. Equip us as we leave this place to witness and serve our neighbors.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give you thanks that in every time and place you call forth prophets who move us
towards freedom. Thank you for those who work for human rights, community organizers,
and all who strive for liberty for all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

*Proper Preface
*Holy, Holy, Holy

The Words of Institution
Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!
Communion
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
Lamb of God

*Table Blessing
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
*Post Communion Canticle

*Prayer After Communion
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you
have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In
your name we pray.
Amen.
*Blessing
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you
now and forever.
Amen.
Amen.
*Closing Hymn

Choral Benediction

*Dismissal
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
"The worship ends. . .the service begins."
Postlude
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS017969.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission.

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have

concerns needing God’s help…
Sharen Ace; Msgt. William F. Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark
Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Wynne Below; Nancy Besecker; Dillon Berenti;
Cptn. Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Vicki Burnett; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; Todd
Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; Dee DeAngelo; Renee Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Paul Fancher;
Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; T. J. Imhof; Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Mason & Addison Kapun;
Richard Kernan; Robbie Kinsley; Eleanor Kreuger; Dawne Ladeas; Esther Laurito; David
Leith; James Meckes; Sue Neumann; Dr. Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Shirley
Pensyl; Sandy Richards; Joan Rinker; Norm Rinker; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gloria Russell;
Jack Russell; Claudette Segear; Lynn Seip; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Gerald Staples;
Kamia Taylor; Greg Theadford; Jim Werkheiser; Kelly Wickline; Charles Zuccarelli; Fran
Zuccarelli; for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the families
of those killed and wounded in Iraq and Afghanistan; the members of the Armed Forces of
the United States; for the victims of the mass shootings, for all those around the world and
here at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic.
Have your prayers been answered? Or do you still need God’s help? Please let us know. Thank
you to everyone who prays with us for those in need.

Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food
Pantry! Your commitment to help is a true blessing to those who are
struggling to feed their families. The pantry is always in need of basic food
supplies, and we need your continued support to keep this program going
strong. Items of particular need are canned & boxed potatoes, cereal,
canned fruit and vegetables. Our Food Pantry remains open, although it
is functioning as a curb-side service. This limits the contact to others and
protects our food pantry staff and our building while still serving the needs
of those in need.

Don’t forget to put St. Paul Lutheran Church Tannersville as
your charity before checking out on Amazon. They will send
us 1% of your purchase.

Adult Sunday School

Following worship, the Adult Sunday School will meet in Spies Hall. This class is presently
studying the “Teachings of Jesus.” Each lesson is a “stand alone” study and participants
need not commit to weekly participation, but may join for the Bible study hour as able.
Today’s lesson is entitled “Hypocrite!” This title is based on another lesson from Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount in which we are reminded of Jesus’ thoughts on those “who boast of
their morality and accomplishments, but in fact are not truly who they claim to be.” Please
join your fellow worshippers in gaining and sharing insight about living as a Christian,
especially when it’s difficult.

Grocery Tapes

If you shop at Kinsley’s Shoprite or Weis markets we get a percentage of your purchase.
Just bring your receipts in and put them in the box on the table in the Narthex. In order for
us to receive credit, the receipts must include the date and store number. On a Weis
receipt it is below the Weis Club Savings and above the Weis Reward Points. It looks like
this: “1/06/2020 12:12 166 306 10 229” Your numbers will be different. If in
doubt, don’t tear off the bottom of the receipts.
The Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program provides monthly payments to
adults and children with disabilities who have income and resources below specified
amounts. SSI payments can also be made to people 65 and older without disabilities who
meet the financial limits. Find more information at https://www.ssa.gov/benefits/ssi/
or call 1-800-772-1213.

Website: www.stpaultannersvillepa.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A

Happy Independence Day!

