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158 Fish Hill Road 
PO Box 196 

Tannersville, Pennsylvania 18372 
Telephone: (570) 629-1992 

Fax: (570) 629-2038 
Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org 

Parish Administrator’s Email: parishadmin@stpaultannersvillepa.org 
 

Worship Services:  Sunday at 9:00 A.M. 
    Holy Communion: 1st & 3rd Sundays of each month & Festivals 

Christian Education: Sunday’s at 10:15 A.M. 
Air Conditioned & Handicapped Accessible   

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
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Welcome to St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we share 
the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local community and 
throughout the world. 
 

Are you visiting St. Paul?  Are you interested in membership or just 
looking to see if St. Paul is a good fit for you and/or your family??   
Please call (570-629-1992) or stop by our office during regular business 
hours (Mon – Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm) and speak to our Parish 
Administrator, Leanna Wickline, who will be happy to guide you through 

the membership process and help you find information on all of the great programs at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. 
 

SILENT MEDITATION. . . Please note – the silent meditation is a part of the morning worship service.  This is a time 
for individual reflection; a time for communicating with God, as well as a time of preparation for the service of 
worship.  We encourage you to use it in a meaningful way. 
 

Please respect the prayerful atmosphere of this holy place.  We ask that you turn off all cell phones and electronic 
devices.  Thank you. 
 

Pastor: Reverend Rashion “Woody” Santiago  
Parish Administrator: Mrs. Leanna D. Wickline 
Choir Director/Organist: Mr. Robert Jones 

 

2023 Council Members 
Grant Allen, Dawn Bartron, Bill Below, Chris Kinsley Sr., Nicole Kresge,  

Carl Reindl, Deb Storman, Beth Werkheiser, Leanna Wickline  
 

Website:  www.stpaultannersvillepa.org  
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/stpaultannersvillepa 

YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsvvR6Fl09zcaiDPY174k5A 
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Worship Service 
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, September 10, 2023 
 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used in 
situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from 

their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, 
assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 

  
*Please stand, if able. 
Words in bold print denote congregational response. 
 

Chimes 
 

Announcements 
 

Prelude  
 

Call to Worship 
As we are called into worship today, it is sobering to remember that when God appeared on 
earth in the person of Jesus, most of the world did not recognize him and therefore did not 
worship him. Today we ask for the faith that will open our eyes to see Jesus for who he is, 
that we might worship him in truth. People of God, behold and see your God! 
We open our eyes to see his glory. We open our ears to hear his wisdom. We open our 
hands to offer him gifts. We open our mouths to sing his praise. We open our hearts to 
offer him our love.  He is Lord! 
 

*Confession 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes 
our joy complete. 
Amen. 
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you.  We are overwhelmed 
by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of 
others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust 
demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away 
from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 



 

*Absolution 
Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is 

beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In ☩ Christ, you are 
already and always forgiven. 
Amen. 
 

*Opening Hymn                                                        (Red Book) ELW #532 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Greeting 
You whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, saying to 
you, “You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off”; do not fear, for I am with 
you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold 
you with my victorious right hand. 
 
*Kyrie  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Hymn of Praise 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always 
And also with you.  (Please share a sign of peace with one another from your seat.) 
 

*Prayer of the Day (Lector) 
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue 
your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the 
faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey 
God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a 
warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 
7 “As for you, son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel. When you 
hear a word from my mouth, give them a warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, ‘Wicked 
one, you will surely die,’ but you do not speak out to warn him about his way, that wicked 
person will die for his iniquity, yet I will hold you responsible for his blood. 9 But if you warn 
a wicked person to turn from his way and he doesn’t turn from it, he will die for his iniquity, 
but you will have rescued yourself. 
10 “Now as for you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, ‘You have said this: “Our 
transgressions and our sins are heavy on us, and we are wasting away because of them! 
How then can we survive?’” 11 Tell them, ‘As I live — this is the declaration of the Lord God 
— I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked person should 
turn from his way and live. Repent, repent of your evil ways! Why will you die, house of 
Israel?’  
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
 

Psalm 119:33-40 
33 Teach me, Lord, the meaning of your statutes, and I will always keep them.  
34 Help me understand your instruction, and I will obey it and follow it with all my heart. 
35 Help me stay on the path of your commands, for I take pleasure in it. 
36 Turn my heart to your decrees and not to dishonest profit.  
37 Turn my eyes from looking at what is worthless; give me life in your ways.  
38 Confirm what you said to your servant, for it produces reverence for you. 
39 Turn away the disgrace I dread; indeed, your judgments are good. 
40 How I long for your precepts! Give me life through your righteousness. 
 



Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14 
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. 
Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the 
future God has in store for us. 
 
 

8 Do not owe anyone anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, Do not commit adultery; do not murder; do not 
steal; do not covet; and any other commandment, are summed up by this commandment: 
Love your neighbor as yourself. 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor. Love, therefore, is the 
fulfillment of the law. 
11 Besides this, since you know the time, it is already the hour for you to wake up from 
sleep, because now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly 
over, and the day is near; so let us discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of 
light. 13 Let us walk with decency, as in the daytime: not in carousing and drunkenness; not 
in sexual impurity and promiscuity; not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh to gratify its desires.  
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Please stand for the Gospel.  (Lector) 
 

*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20 
The holy gospel according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord.   
15 “If your brother sins against you, go tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he 
listens to you, you have won your brother. 16 But if he won’t listen, take one or two others 
with you, so that by the testimony of two or three witnesses every fact may be established. 
17 If he doesn’t pay attention to them, tell the church. If he doesn’t pay attention even to 
the church, let him be like a Gentile and a tax collector to you. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever 



you bind on earth will have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
have been loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you on earth agree about any 
matter that you pray for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, I am there among them.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon 
 
*Hymn of the Day                            (Red Book)  ELW # 359                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

*The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 



heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

*Prayers of the People (Lector) 
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and 
the needs of our neighbors. 

A brief silence. 
Hold us accountable, O God. Show your church where repentance is needed and lead us in 
paths of intentional compassion and listening. Help us extend hands of reconciliation and 
care, especially in relationships with other Christians and people of other faiths. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Reveal your miracles to us, O God. Move us to cherish you as we behold the wonders of 
creation. Renew the seas and the soil, the forests and the creatures that live in them. Turn 
us to ways of living that seek Earth’s thriving. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Inspire us to lead with honor, O God. Guide judges and legislators, police, and government 
officials to create and uphold just laws. Move us to treat all people with dignity and guide 
our conversations with one another. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Help us comfort those who suffer, O God. Reassure any who are harmed by the wicked acts 
of others. Bring peace to all who are vulnerable, frightened, despairing, or sick. Guard their 
waking and their sleeping. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Awaken us, O God. Challenge and encourage your people to value the vocation to which 
each is called. We pray for all discerning new possibilities or changing employment. In all 
our diverse callings, teach us to love our neighbor above all else. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Be our hope, O God. We remember with thanksgiving your disciples who died in faith. May 
their trust in your promise be our protection and our hope. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
At this time, you are welcomed to share your joys and concerns, either out loud or silently. 
Pause. Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of 
our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Offering Prayer 
God of power, God of plenty, 
all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us 
into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 



*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

*Blessing 

The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

*Closing Hymn                                                                                                  (Red Book)   ELW#543
  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Choral Benediction                    “Go Now and Pass It On” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Charge to the People 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  
 

"The worship ends. . .the service begins." 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SAS017969. 
 
 

 
 

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ who have concerns 
needing God’s help… 



Sr. Msgt. William F. Allen; Specialist William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose; Mark Anthony; 
Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Dillon Berenti; Major Matthew Blessing; Captain Katy 
Blessings; David Brong; Judi Carman; Elaine Cornelus; Jamie Fisher; LilliAnna Daniels; Renee 
Depuy; Doris Drury; John Drury; Louis Genset; the family of Chris Haley Jr.; Charlie Hemple; 
Carol Jones; Ian Juica; Robbie Kinsley; Nikolaos Kotretsos; Eleanor Kreuger; Esther Laurito; 
David Leith; James Meckes; Steven Moore; Ada Morales; Nelson Morales; Donna Myers; Dr. 
Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Anna Rivera; Jean Ross; Gina Santiago; Rafael 
Santiago; Claudette Segear; Frank Schambra; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Greg 
Theadford; Jim Tomedi; Brenda Van Why; Jacob Wilson; John Woodling; for the people of 
Ukraine; for all who are traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the members of 
the Armed Forces of the United States; for the families and victims of the mass shootings, 
for all those around the world and here at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic. 
Have your prayers been answered?  Or do you still need God’s help?  Please let us know.  
Thank you to everyone who prays with us for those in need. 
 

Strunk Food Pantry 
Thank you to all who have helped to support St. Paul’s Strunk Food Pantry!  Items of 
particular need are Items of particular need are cereal, pasta (not spaghetti), canned white 
potatoes, carrots, kidney beans), canned fruit, and tuna. 
 

     Worship Assistant Schedule                 

  
Acolyte Ushers Lector 

Communion 
Assistants 

Counters Altar Guild 

9/10/2023 Dawn Weiss Beth Reindl Tim Grover  Deb Storman  
    Carl Reindl     Donna Warner   

9/17/2023 Linda Below Charlie Hempel Joan Rinker Linda Below 
Beth 

Werkheiser Deb Storman 

    Donna Warner   Deb Storman Donna Warner Donna Warner 

9/24/2023 
Barbara 

Allen Linda Below 
Jim 

Werkheiser  Barbara Allen  

    Deb Storman     
Beth 

Werkheiser   

               If you are unable to serve at your scheduled time, please contact the office. 

 
Next Week’s Readings:  

Genesis 50:15-21   Joseph reconciles with his brothers 
Psalm 103:1-13   LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy.  
Romans 14:1-12   Accepting diversity in the community of faith 
Matthew 18:21-35 A parable of forgiveness in the community of faith 


