St. Paul Lutheran Church
Tannersville, Pennsylvania

“Grounded in faith and growing in grace, we share the Good News of
Jesus Christ by word and deed in our local community and
throughout the world.”

The Nativity of our Lord
December 24, 2021
7:00 pm
Preludes –
Organ selections
Chancel Choir – “Carols of the Manger” – Joseph M. Martin
Bell Choir – “Lo How a Rose”
Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*Confession
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is
made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth.
Amen.
In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy God,
we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. We
seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but slow
to forgive. We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace
of your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in
word or deed, may reflect your love born among us. Amen.
*Absolution
I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us
in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven
and you are clothed in peace.
Amen.
*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, And the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Opening Hymn

*Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
*Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord,
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
Verse 5 only

Responsive Litany
Our Savior’s birth is celebrated with bold faith.
May our hearts be willing.
Like Mary, who showed humble surrender:
May our hearts be willing.
Like Joseph, who exhibited unconditional trust:
May our hearts be willing.
Like the shepherds, who displayed awestruck wonder:
May our hearts be willing.
Like the angels, who sang glorious praise:
May our hearts be willing.
For all who are willing to receive the gifts of the Savior born in Bethlehem:
Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as
we act, and the grace of Christ as we speak.
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Tonight we light all the candles. The first candle is the hope shining for those worn
thin by times of waiting. The second candle is the hope shining for those worn down
with wearied souls. The third candle captures the hopeful expectation of those
eagerly watching for God’s glory in our day. The fourth candle is the hope of a new
tomorrow shining for those seeking freedom from the wounds of this world.
Tonight, we light the Christ Candle. This candle radiates the hope of Jesus Christ to
all who are willing to receive it.
All sing the refrain to “Christ Be Our Light”
*Prayer
O Holy Child of Bethlehem, you are the hope for our hurting and broken world. We
thank you, O God, for guiding us through this season of Advent, shining your light n
the midst of our darkness. As your birth lit up the Bethlehem sky, continue to shine
in our word by dispelling darkness, binding up the broken, and calling for the

faithful. On this holiest of nights, make us willing to welcome you as our Savior and
Lord. We pray this in the name of our newborn king.
Amen.
Soloist René Vonk - “O Holy Night”
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as
people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of
Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall
grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 96
1Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; proclaim God’s salvation from
day to day.
3Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples.
4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all
gods.
5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O LORD, have made the
heavens.
6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in
your sanctuary.
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and
power.
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter
the courts of the LORD.
9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the LORD, all the earth.
10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! The one who made the
world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.”
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is
in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, for

you come to judge the earth.
13You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth.
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are selfcontrolled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a
people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel: Luke 2:1-20
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1In

those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying
in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly

host, praising God and saying,
14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!”
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at
what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Homily
*Hymn of the Day

*Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space,
let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Love proclaims that a Savior has been born to us! Inspire your church throughout
the world to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ birth to all who seek salvation, hope,
and new life. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Love whispers to a weary world that the time for rest and restoration has come.
Maintain healthy cycles of wake and sleep for all creatures. Where light pollution
disrupts natural rhythms, encourage new practices. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Love cries to a warring world that the time for peace is at hand. Direct those in
power who make decisions on behalf of others, that they nurture and sustain all that
is healthy, good, and holy. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. Respond to all who cry out in pain,
despair, or need this night. Bring comfort to those for whom separation, grief, or
loss makes the Christmas season especially difficult. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Love murmurs words of comfort to a newborn child and exhausted parents. Bless
new and expectant parents or caregivers, especially those who are alone or afraid
this night. Pour out your love upon families of every kind. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God’s ever-present love is proclaimed through the faithful who came before us. We
give you thanks for Mary, John the baptizer, Elizabeth his mother, Joseph the
dreamer, and all who point toward your love. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you,
confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
*Great Thanksgiving

Proper Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy
*Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth
of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for
your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son
Jesus, the Word made flesh.
*Words of Institution
*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you.
Communion
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
Communion Song
Bonnie & Richard Berens – “In the Bleak Midwinter”
*Table Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.
Song After Communion
Chancel Choir – “Some Children See Him”
Prayer After Communion
We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and
wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all
the world. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
*Candle Lighting
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
May the grace and truth of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Candles are lit during hymn.
Rene Vonk will sing a verse in German, then all will join in singing the three verses,
with an instrumental interlude between verses two and three.

Candles are extinguished.
*Blessing
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.
Amen.

*Sending Song

.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
Thanks be to God.

Prayers have been requested for the following brothers and sisters in Christ
who have concerns needing God’s help…
Sharen Ace; Msgt. William F. Allen; Private William “Blake” Allen; Tom Altemose;
Mark Anthony; Evelyn Arroyo; Daniel Bartron; Wynne Below; Diane Berner; Dillon
Berenti; Cptn. Matthew Blessing; David Brong; Linda Carrasquillo & family at the
passing of her mother Carman Olan; Judi Carman; the family of Rich Catalano at his
passing; Elaine Cornelus; Todd Geil; LilliAnna Daniels; Renee Depuy; Doris Drury;
John Drury; Paul Fancher; Louis Genset; Lynn Gerber; the family of Chris Haley at his
passing; Barry Hartshorn; Charlie Hemple; T. J. Imhof; Tiffany Johnson; Carol Jones;
Ian Juica; Ed Kenderdine and family, at the passing of Mary Ann; Richard Kernan;
Robbie Kinsley; Margaret Kinsley & family at the passing of her brother; Nikolaos
Kotretsos; Eleanor Kreuger; Dawne Ladeas; Joeann Lance; Esther Laurito; David
Leith; James Meckes; Tom Miller; Steven Moore; Sue Neumann; Steve Oberman; Dr.
Kenny Pearson; Annabelle Peechatka; Shirley Pensyl; Sandy Richards; Anna Rivera;
Jean Ross; Gloria Russell; Jack Russell; Claudette Segear; Vaughn Sensinger; Phyllis
Sensinger; Shirley Singer; Samuel Smith, Jr.; Kamia Taylor; Greg Theadford; Jim
Tomedi; Alice Weaver; Harry Weaver; Dan Wickline; Leanna Wickline; Kelly Wickline;
Jacob Wilson; John Woodling; Charles Zuccarelli; Fran Zuccarelli; for all who are
traveling; for all of those struggling with addictions; the members of the Armed
Forces of the United States; for the victims of the mass shootings, for all those around
the world and here at home suffering from the coronavirus pandemic.

Merry Christmas to
Everyone at St. Paul
Lutheran Church
For Unto Us a Child is Born,
Unto Us a Son is Given…..

“With His help, God can take us to places we cannot get to on our own”

Poinsettias Given In Memory of:
Fred & Juanita Allen, Grant’s parents
Fred & Jen Gerstlaurer, Barbara’s parents
Angela Singer
Louise Metzger
Beloved mother Victoria
Beloved grandmother Esther
Isaac & Eleanor Gelok, Max Below
Parents & family members who have passed
Ramon Piñeiro
Carmen Olan
Dad Robert Kinsley
Father Earl Warner
Father James Johnstone
My dad Dr. Barry Kent
My mom Ann Propheroe
Our parents
My dear husband, Robert Kinsley
Parents Harold &Mabel Doll
Clayton & Marian Kinsley
Kelsey Besecker
Our wonderful parents & grandparents,
Donald & Donna Meade
Our family members that have passed before
us
William & Helen Mertens
Paige & Frances Pulley
Our son – Thomas W. Miller
Our parents – Emma Butz &
Woodrow & AnnameMiller
Our parents
All our loved ones
Werkheiser parents

Given by:
Barbara & Grant Allen
Barbara & Grant Allen
Duane & Denise Bartleson
Duane & Denise Bartleson
Dawn Bartron
Dawn Bartron
Bob & Linda Below
Wynne Below
Linda Carrasquillo
Linda Carrasquillo
Rick & Dee Dee Jacoby
Janice & Chris Johnstone
Janice & Chris Johnstone
Kris Kent
Kris Kent
Chris Sr. & Margie Kinsley
Doris M. Kinsley
Doris M. Kinsley
Doris M. Kinsley
Mark & Nicole Kresge
Mark & Nicole Kresge
Mark & Nicole Kresge
Bill & Gwen Mertens
Bill & Gwen Mertens
Thomas H. & Margaret Miller
Thomas H. & Margaret Miller
Carl & Beth Reindl
Carl & Beth Reindl
Norm & Joan Rinker

Rinker parents
Chris Sammarco Sr. & Jack Drury
Helmut & Marianne Luehrs
John & Patricia Storman
Lisa Sommers
Our parents, Noah & Barbara Unternahrer
Our parents, Hans &Erna Reichter
Husband Earl Warner
Parents Mr. & Mrs. Russell Sandt &
Mr. & Mrs. James Warner
Nancy Strauser. Don Deibler, Pete Gerard &
Jim Johnstone
Evelyn Raun & Evelyn & William Thompson
Grace & Henry Wiegmann
Elizabeth Wiess & Elizabeth & Paul Schouppe
Our parents Bill & Vera Wickline &
Jake & Shirley Brightbill
Brother Greg & son Jeremy

Poinsettias Given In Honor of:
Sarah Bartleson
Emily Bartleson
Gladys Metzger
Wynne Below
Our children & grandchildren
My Family
Mom Doris Kinsley
Our Mom
Our children & grandchildren
Our family
Rick & Dee Dee Jacoby
Chris Sr. & Margaret Kinsley
Grandchildren Chris Jr & Angie Kinsley
Grandchildren Robbie & Kayla Kinsley

Norm & Joan Rinker
Their loving family
Dan & Debbie Storman
Dan & Debbie Storman
Lindsay Sommers & Nate Storman
Ingrid & Ron Unternahrer
Ingrid & Ron Unternahrer
Donna Warner
Donna Warner
Donna Warner
The Weiss Family
The Weiss Family
The Weiss Family
Dan & Leanna Wickline
Dan & Leanna Wickline

Given by:
Duane & Denise Bartleson
Duane & Denise Bartleson
Duane & Denise Bartleson
Bob & Linda Below
Bob & Linda Below
Wynne Below
Rick & Dee Dee Jacoby
Chris Sr. & Margie Kinsley
Chris Sr. & Margie Kinsley
Chris Sr. & Margie Kinsley
Doris M. Kinsley
Doris M. Kinsley
Doris M. Kinsley
Doris M. Kinsley

Great grandchildren Nora, Chris II, Sophia, Everly &
Olivia Kinsley
Leanna Wickline
All the Church people
Our beautiful children, Emily Lauren & Eli Lovene
Our loving family
Our children & Grandchildren
Our children Zach & Anna, Nate & Lindsay
Our children Jay, Neil & Alisha
Our grandchildren Hans and Fritz
Children Janice, Chris, Steve, Kim & grandchildren
Devin & Jacob
Our children Kaitlyn & Chase
Our children Scott, Kelly, Mark, Melissa & Ethan
Our grandchildren Alyssa, Kyle & Katie, Adam,
Ethan & Jennica & great-grandson Jackson

Doris M. Kinsley
Doris M. Kinsley
Doris M. Kinsley
Mark & Nicole Kresge
Mark & Nicole Kresge
Carl & Beth Reindl
Dan & Debbie Storman
Ingrid & Ron Unternahrer
Ingrid & Ron Unternahrer
Donna Warner
Dawn & Jim Weiss
Dan & Leanna Wickline
Dan & Leanna Wickline

Poinsettias Given to the Glory of God by:
Tara Roberts
The Weiss Family

Have a blessed Merry Christmas!
Stay safe and healthy!
December 26th Worship Service 9:00am
Nine Lessons & Carols

